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Region 5S Representative, Libertarian National Committee

This report will provide information concerning activities of the Libertarian Party state affiliates in Region 5S since the LNC meeting in July of this year.  I shall provide an updated report at the LNC meeting in Arlington should additional information become available.

I am pleased to report that I have been able to represent the LP in various ways since the previous LNC meeting.  For example, I continue to serve as a frequent guest on a two-hour political talk show that airs on weekdays on WINA radio (1070 AM in Charlottesville, Virginia). 
Delaware


Brad Thomas (bradct@verizon.net) serves as chair of the Libertarian Party of Delaware.  According to various sources, during this election LPD candidates set records for vote totals.  Gary Johnson received about .9% of the vote; gubernatorial candidate Jesse McVay and U.S. House of Representatives candidate Scott Gesty received 1.0% and 1.1%, respectively.  


Six LPD candidates ran for State Senate.  James Cristina received the best percentage of those candidates; he received 7.6% of the vote in the 7th District.  Seven LPD candidates ran for the state House of Delegates.  Margaret Melson received 10.1% in the 14th District.  LPD candidates also ran for lieutenant governor, insurance commissioner, Clerk of the Peace (Kent County), Clerk of the Peace (Sussex County), Sussex Council District 2, and the 5th Levy Court.  Every LPD candidate received at least 1% of the vote.
District of Columbia

Ryan Sabot (ryan.sabot@dclibertarians.org) serves as chair of the Libertarian Party of the District of Columbia.  His predecessor Tim Vickey has evidently moved out of the District.

Bruce Majors received roughly 13,500 votes in his campaign for the position of DC delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives.  Because of this, the LPDC is now a recognized political party in the District for the next four years.  (Mr. Majors needed to receive at least 7,500 votes for the LPDC to achieve this goal.)
Maryland


Libertarian Party of Maryland chair Bob Johnston (bob.johnston@live.com) provided the following report:

The Maryland LP has 94 dues-paying members, as of 9/30/12.

According to the most recent voter registration report from the state Board of Elections, we have 10,308 registered voters.
The BOE kindly kept our registered voters while we were going through the petitioning and lawsuit, which they didn't have to do. In the past, once we lost our ballot access, we started back at zero.
We are running a full slate of candidates for the federal offices: 1 Senate and 8 House.
The Green Party, which also petitioned to get back on the ballot this year, is only running 1 House candidate and no Senate candidate. The MDLP has roughly 1,800 more registered voters than the Greens. The Constitution Party did not petition this year, and thus is not recognized.
Our candidates have been invited to most of the debates held; I would guess around 75%, including all of the League of Women Voters events.
Those running frequently get attention from the local media, but as usual, the major papers (Balto Sun, Wash Post and Examiner) and television stations have given us little if any coverage.
Dean Ahmad's campaign for US Senate has raised over $14,780 as of this date, the most any MDLP candidate has raised in my tenure in the party.
As of the 3rd quarter FEC reporting period, this is the second largest amount raised, behind John Jay Myers of Texas.
Spear Lancaster spent over $40,000 during his gubernatorial run in 2002, but most of that was his money and used to get on the ballot. Largely because of his efforts, candidates no longer have to petition to get on the ballot. Once the party is recognized, we can run candidates without petitioning.
Vote total information:

 
President/VP: Johnson/Gray 1,139,562 (1.0%, National) 27,714 (1.1%, Md.)

 

                          U.S. Senator
                       Dean Ahmad 29,302 (1.2%)

 

                          U.S. Congress
             1st: Muir Wayne Boda 11,939 (3.8%)

             2nd: Leo Wayne Dymowski 8,750 (3.2%)

             3rd: Paul W. Drgos, Jr. 10,342 (3.5%)

             4th: Scott Soffen 5,729 (2.0%)

             5th: Arvin Vohra 4,096 (1.3%)

             6th: Nickolaus Mueller 9,259 (3.2%)

             7th: Ronald M. Owens-Bey 7,628 (2.6%)

             8th: Mark Grannis 6,624 (2.1%)

 

Added Nov. 9:
 

Dr. Ahmad’s numbers have increased to 29,790 votes, as the BOE is still counting write-ins and provisional ballots.  His result is the best ever for a statewide 3rd-party candidate in Maryland.

 

Gov. Johnson’s total has risen to 27,870.  This is the best ever result for an LP Presidential candidate in Maryland; it triples Bob Barr’s 2008 numbers.

 

Bob Johnston
Chairman, MDLP

North Carolina


Libertarian Party of North Carolina chair J.J. Summerell (jjsummerell@worksiteinsight.net) provided the following report:

No real surprises in NC.  We maintained ballot access (thanks to Barbara Howe’s campaign for governor) so we’ll still be able to use PPFF funding in 2016.  If I’m reading the numbers correctly, Barbara received more votes in NC than Gary did in NM!  We meet 12/8 to start the planning process for 2013 – 2020.  Planning and fundraising are priorities for next few months.

LOTS of new volunteers and potential candidates have stepped forward in the last few days.  I hope to fill all vacancies on the Executive Committee on 12/8.

Pennsylvania


Libertarian Party of Pennsylvania chair Dr. Tom Stevens (drtomstevens@aol.com) provided the following report:
Petitions submitted for Gary Johnson/Judge Gray and our statewide candidates were challenged by the Pennsylvania Republican Party. We submitted over 49,000 signatures and needed only 20,601 yet we had to spend 9 weeks reviewing signatures in Philadelphia and Harrisburg, making motions, supplying volunteers, taking appeals and sending attorneys into a number of Courtrooms before we succeeded in defeating the challenge and guaranteeing our candidates a place on the ballot. It was an extraordinary effort by many dedicated volunteers. The decision has been made by the Johnson Campaign and our Statewide Candidates to seek costs and attorneys fees from the PA GOP. 

Our Statewide Candidates all got more than 2% of the vote of the candidate getting the highest vote total so the Libertarian Party of Pennsylvania has regained "Minor Party" status in Pennsylvania. We are no longer an Independent Nominating Body, which status we had for the past two years.

Membership is up over 50% since I took office in April, 2012 (after a 5-year decline). All committees are now active and six new County Organizations are in the process of being formed or revived. 

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Tom Stevens

LPPA State Chair  

Virginia


Libertarian Party of Virginia chair Chuck Moulton (chuck@moulton.org) provided the following report:
The Libertarian Party of Virginia submitted nearly 16,400 signatures on petitions to meet a requirement of 10,000 signatures statewide, including 400 valid signatures in each of 11 congressional districts (paid petitioners coordinated by Bill Redpath, volunteers and the turn-in coordinated by Jim Lark).  We achieved this without any LP national funds, but unfortunately it left the LPVA nearly bankrupt.  It is very unlikely the 2016 petition drive will be possible without LNC help.  Republicans tried to challenge our petitions to throw Gary Johnson off the ballot, but the State Board of Elections ruled that there is no challenge system and we had enough valid signatures (thanks to Johnson campaign attorney Alicia Dearn for representing us before the Board).

Gary Johnson VA co-chairs Juanita Billings and Laura Delhomme coordinated an impressive volunteer effort promoting Gary Johnson, including campaign tours through Virginia by Gary Johnson and Jim Gray.  As a result of their work, Gary Johnson received 30,570 votes in Virginia, which translates to 0.82%.  This handily beats Ed Clark’s total in 1980 (12,821 votes, 0.69%) – as well as Barr in 2008 (11,067 votes, 0.29%),  Badnarik in 2004 (11,032 votes, 0.34%), Browne in 2000 (15,198 votes, 0.6%), and Browne in 1996 (9,174 votes, 0.38%).

In lower level races, Robert Kraus (operations director at LPHQ) ran a spirited campaign for Alexandria City Council this November and Justin Malkin ran actively for Virginia House of Delegates in a special election back in September.  Both candidates generated impressive earned media as newspapers covered their campaigns and developed a passionate Facebook fan base.  Robert changed the focus of the debate offering voters a tax rebate if spending could be reduced to 2007 levels.  Kraus received 7,888 votes (2.88%), which was insufficient to win one of the 6 seats due to the Democrat landslide from enthusiastic presidential voters (in 2009 just 7,000 votes would have been enough to win).  Malkin received 289 votes (3.42%).    Xave Draper was unable to gather enough signatures to make the ballot for U.S. Congress (3rd district), but he persisted with a write-in campaign.  All three candidates are contemplating future runs for office.

Additionally Virginia passed a ballot initiative (question 1) curbing eminent domain abuses.

Going forward the Libertarian Party of Virginia will be focusing on a membership drive to restore our accounts to healthy levels and candidate recruitment for the 2013 election, which includes House of Delegates races and governor.

Chuck Moulton

Chair, Libertarian Party of Virginia

West Virginia

Michael Wilson (michael.wilson@lpwv.org) serves as chair of the LPWV.  The party’s candidate for governor, David Moran, obtained the 1% of the vote necessary to secure “major party” status for the LPWV. 

Evidently the LPWV has not held major party status since 2000.  The success of Dr. Moran’s campaign will allow the LPWV to place candidates on the ballot without the need for a petition drive.

