2 JUL 2012

Ex Comm Teleconference

The teleconference was called to order at 9:03PM EDT by Chair Geoff Neale.

Attending were Geoff Neale, Lee Wrights, Ruth Bennett, Tim Hagan, Dan Wiener, Jim Lark and Bill Redpath.  Other LNC members also called in to listen.

Mr. Redpath informed the ExComm that the LP candidates will be on the ballot in Illinois.  There were no challenges within the required challenge period.  We are a $9203 over budget for IL. The process is that when we hit the encumbrance amount, Mr. Redpath is to be notified but all payments must stop.  There was a miscommunication with Mr. Kraus that has now been resolved but we are $9203 over the authorized encumbrance, but have finished the petitioning and have qualified for the ballot. Mr. Redpath is requesting that the Executive Committee encumber another $9203 for Illinois. 

Should we need additional funds, the Johnson campaign has committed up to $5,000 for Illinois and up to $7500 for Pennsylvania. (Since PA is a challenge state we may need some additional signatures there just to ward of any potential challenges.)

Massachusetts will also need additional help.  There is no volunteer effort so all signatures must be paid for.  David Blau has paid $2000 personally but to finish MA so we need an additional $2,500.

The third issue is the District of Columbia. The Johnson campaign needs 4,667 valid signatures for ballot access, but here is another opportunity.  Bruce Majors is running for Delegate to the House of Representatives, a non-voting position. In Congress.  He needs 3,000 valid signatures.  If he gets 7500 votes in the General Election, the Libertarian Party becomes a recognized political party through the 2014 election. The only other candidates are from the Democrat and Statehood parties.  If we run a candidate for the D.C. Council in 2014 and get at least 7500 votes then we keep our ballot status through 2016 and would not have to petition to get our candidate on the ballot.  We can hire petitioners to get signatures for both Johnson and Majors for $3 for both.  While concern was expressed about the soundness of supporting a local candidate, the possibility of getting LP ballot status was considered worth the relatively minor expenditure.

Mr. Redpath moved that we encumber $2500 for MA, $9203 for PA and $12,020 for D.C. Mr. Wrights seconded. 

Voting aye: Bennett, Hagan, Lark, Neale, Redpath and Wrights.  The motion passed.

The meeting adjourned at 9:55P EDT.

Ruth E. Bennett

Secretary
