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Region 5S Representative, Libertarian National Committee

This report will provide information concerning activities of the Libertarian Party state affiliates in Region 5S since the LNC meeting on Dec. 14-15, 2013.  I shall provide an updated report at the LNC meeting in Alexandria should additional information become available.

I am pleased to report that I have been able to represent the LP in various ways since the previous LNC meeting.  For example, I continue to serve as a frequent guest on a two-hour political talk show that airs on weekdays on WINA radio (1070 AM in Charlottesville, Virginia). 
Delaware


Scott Gesty (gesty4congress@aol.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Delaware, said the LPD will hold its state convention in Dover on March 8.  He noted that LPD is looking into improvements of its website.  The party is recruiting candidates for the 2014 elections.
District of Columbia

Ryan Sabot (ryan.sabot@dclibertarians.org), chair of the Libertarian Party of the District of Columbia, provided the following report:
We have put together an extremely large slate of candidates in DC; we have candidates running for nearly every single partisan race in the District. Our goal, ultimately, is to meet the threshold so that we can continue to possess ballot access and major party status. 
There are many factors that could impact this, but I believe that we are doing our best to ensure a positive result. Our mayoral candidate, Bruce Majors, has worked tirelessly to recruit candidates and we have seen the party grow as a result. The media is paying attention to us, as we are brand new and have the second-largest slate of candidates in DC (more than the Republicans and Greens).We're excitedly looking forward to the primary and general elections. 
We plan to have a convention in the first week of May; I am currently studying and working abroad until May 4, so, upon my return, we will have a convention to elect delegates for Ohio.

Maryland


Bob Johnston (bob.johnston@live.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Maryland, provided the following report:

 As of January, the Maryland Libertarian Party has 13,313 registered voters. At this time a year ago, the amount of registered Libertarian voters was 11,660. We are averaging 137 new registered voters per month.
 
The MDLP will be conducting a special Central Committee meeting on February 15 for the purpose of nominating candidates. The filing deadline is February 25. The MDLP currently has candidates for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and the US House races in the 4th and 7th districts.
 
The Maryland LP will be conducting its annual convention at Squires Italian Restaurant in Dundalk, MD on Saturday, April 5. Speakers include Michael Cloud, Wes Benedict, Arvin Vohra, and Sharon Harris.
 
I am working with the state Board of Elections Director of Campaign Finance on a bill to lower the party retention threshold has been submitted to the General Assembly. This bill would allow a political party with at least 10,000 registered voters to retain ballot access. In addition, the bill would allow Independent Presidential candidates to get on the ballot with 10,000 signatures. Currently, a statewide Independent candidate must collect over 34,000 signatures, while a new political party only needs 10,000.  
Bob Johnston

Chairman, MDLP
North Carolina


J.J. Summerell (jjsummerell@worksiteinsight.net), chair of the Libertarian Party of North Carolina, provided the following report:

LNC Report
February 2014

1.  Executive Director Brad Hesssel is making great strides in:


Organizational development


Business plan development


County affiliate development


Fundraising planning

2.  Political Director Bjorn Pedersen is making great strides in:


Candidate identification and recruitment.


Planning candidate training just prior to convention.


Identifying target counties and districts where an L victory is plausible, ie:



Less than 10% difference between R and D registrations



Large % of UNAs



Candidate historically unopposed

3.  We had op-eds printed in most of the major municipality (Raleigh, Greensboro, Charlotte) newspapers, below.

4.  Next EC meeting is 3/1/14.

5.  We are on the cusp of rollout of NationBuilder, our new crm/cms solution.  Several other states have tried it and it looks promising.  Will continue to report.

6.  NickMcAlister, new intern from UNC, is working with Brad Hessel on implementing crm and using it to look for potential donors/volunteers/candidates.  Nick is doing a great job.

OP-ED’s

Raise the Minimum Wage?

The laws of supply and demand cannot be broken.  They cannot be changed by humans, by legislative bodies of humans or even by the executive orders of humans.  The demand curve has a negative slope.  That is, the more you charge for something the less will be demanded, and this is especially true of the cost of labor.  When the minimum wage rises, anyone whose marginal productivity of labor is less that the new wage will lose their job.  Nobody will hire an employee at $10/hour to produce $9/hour of goods.  Whether these jobs will be discontinued or moved overseas, they will be lost to American workers.

It seems cruel and mean-hearted for our elected representatives to intentionally deprive working-class Americans of their jobs.  Do they not understand market economics?  Do they not understand that we live in a global economic community?  Do they really believe the government can dictate labor rates?

If the concept of a minimum wage is economically valid, why not raise the minimum wage to $1,000,000/hour?  Everyone could work for an hour then retire rich!  The concept of a government imposed wage floor is invalid and serves as a slap in the face to members of our society on the lower rungs of the economic ladder.

The minimum wage distorts markets, misallocates capital and causes unemployment.  It should be abolished.

Special Benefits for Government Contractors?

In his State of the Union speech Tuesday, President Obama announced special new benefits only for employees of government contractors.  Via executive order, President Obama raised the minimum wage for employees of federal government contractors to $10.10 per hour, a 32% increase over NC’s current $7.65 minimum wage.

No other workers in the country have this benefit.  The cost of this political favoritism will easily be passed on from the contractors to the government and, finally, to the taxpayers.  At a time when public sector pay and benefits are already significantly higher than their privately employed counterparts, this executive order smacks of cronyism, political arrogance and economic ignorance.

Pennsylvania


Steve Scheetz (cz85b@cz85b.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Pennsylvania, provided the following report:
This past board meeting, we voted to expand the LPPA’s Facebook presence, and I am thrilled to say that this has inspired much discussion on the various issues!  Currently, we are working on the LPPA webpage.  We were building a new one, though the only difference between the old and the new was the platform it was built upon.  There are people updating the information that has not been updated for years, and we are doing it both for the Joomla version as well as the new Wordpress version.  Once we switch over, it will make life much easier, moving forward.  The goal is to have a living front page filled with news reports and blog posts from PA Libertarians displaying our principles in action!
We have had people coming to the party who do not espouse the principles of the party, and then wonder why we are not flexible with said principles, and then scratch their head when we say something like:  “Because they are our PRINCIPLES!”  Well, I have been told that Libertarians will never win, so we should just support republican X or democrat y.  My reaction?  No words need be stated or typed.  Instead, I will act in a way that helps LPPA county affiliates in order to gather more Libertarian candidates, for 2014, than we have had in the history of the LPPA for any election cycle! 
The action of encouraging candidates to run also brings me to the reason for hosting the LPPA convention on February 22, 2014.  Petitioning is able to begin March 12th, and for this reason alone, the date sold itself.  Our candidates will have the longest period of time to gather signatures in 2014? It’s a no brainer!  We have a great list of speakers for the convention including Robert Fernandes radical school reform advocate, and Lemonade Freedom Day sponsor, Benjamin Gross (10th Amendment Group), and our Keynote Speaker will be Ernest Hancock.  Ernest received a great deal of attention as a result of his abilities with regard to campaigning on a shoestring, and at the very least, THIS LIBERTARIAN intends to pick his brain during our conference!
Administrative update warning!  (if you hate reading about administrative details, stop reading, otherwise, all have been warned!)  We adopted a large number of changes to our policy manual that made the policies more clear, one of the more noteworthy is the fact that we have updated our method of communicating events like the convention from snail mail to e-mail so that we no longer have to spend $500-600 to notify the membership regarding various events…  HELLO 21st CENTURY!!!  End of Administrative Warning…
During the ebb and flow of membership and various committees coming and going, we have had two committees disband.  The Chairs of Cumberland County and Blair County informed the LPPA Secretary that they were no longer going to have a committee, and that was that.  However, both of these counties managed to gain new committees within a very short order.  The first, Cumberland County, had its meeting on February 3rd, and the second, Blair, had its meeting on the 7th of February.  David Moser helped to facilitate the process, and is continuing to help new counties come together.  
There will be a great deal of news following the convention and a large number of Libertarian candidates for political office here in Pennsylvania. 

Virginia


Bill Redpath (wredpath2@yahoo.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Virginia, provided the following report:

The Libertarian Party of Virginia held its biennial convention on Saturday, February 8, 2014.  The convention was held at the Hilton Garden Inn near Richmond International Airport.  It was a single day convention, with a Friday night reception beforehand.  The number of attendees was a high two digit number.

Robert Sarvis, the LPVA candidate for Governor in 2013, was nominated for US Senate in 2014.  His opponents will be incumbent Democratic Senator Mark Warner and a Republican yet to be nominated.  Former RNC Chairman Ed Gillespie and Northern Virginia financial analyst Shak Hill are seeking the nomination.  A 10,000 valid signature petition drive must be completed by Tuesday, June 10.

Bill Redpath was elected the new Chair of the LPVA, while Jim Lark, Marc Montoni and James Curtis were reelected as Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer, respectively.

While the LPVA has only formally nominated one US House candidate (Xavian Draper in the District 1), I think that the LPVA will have a record number of US House candidates this year.  The previous record is four candidates out of 11 US House districts.  We do not have party status or a party petition in Virginia, so each candidate must get 1,000 valid sigs for US House.  This hurts the number of candidates we can place on the ballot.  Even with only 125 valid signatures needed for US House, we had only six Virginia House of Delegates candidates (out of 100 districts) last year, and at least two of them would not have made the ballot without petitioning help from others.  I cannot rule out having all 11 districts covered with US House candidates, but I think that is unlikely.

Virginia has odd numbered year elections for state offices.

The latest numbers can be seen in the Membership Report, but when I recently checked the LPVA ranked fifth among all states in Sustaining Members of the National Party, even though Virginia currently ranks 12th in population among the states.

Bill Redpath

LPVA Chair 

West Virginia

Michael Wilson (michael.wilson@lpwv.org), chair of the Libertarian Party of West Virginia, provided the following report:

Libertarian Party of West Virginia 

Region 5S LNC Report

February 23, 2014

2014 is already proving to be a big year for the Libertarian Party of West Virginia.  Below are a few of the highlights of our current projects, developments and campaigns. 

WEBSITE:

In January, the LPWV launched our new website (built on the Nation Builder platform) – still resides at lpwv.org. This new site fully integrates twitter and facebook into our site and provides an all-inclusive system for donations and accounting, contacts management and recruiting, as well as a internal tracking system of all correspondence. 

CONVENTION:

On March 8, 2014, we will be hosting our annual meeting and Nominating Convention. This will be a single day event feature:

· General Business of the LPWV

· Presentations from our 2014 Candidate Hopefuls

· Nominations: 2014 LP Candidates, Delegates to National, LPWV Excomm

· A Candidate Training Seminar (Bruce Majors)

· Carla Howell will present “Who’s Driving” 

· The first (annual) LPWV Awards Ceremony

· A catered luncheon, and more!

Portions of the convention will be streamed live on the LPWV website and YouTube. 

We originally planned to allow online voting to the membership and the Registered Libertarian Voters throughout the state, but encountered too many possible issues in validation of the voting body to comfortably proceed with this process in 2014. However, we are still developing the software and plan to launch the voting platform in WV in 2016, and will make it available to all LP state affiliates. 

Finally, invitations to the convention were mailed to the 1,529 Registered Libertarian Voters throughout the state. We anticipate a 3% conversion from Registered LP Voter to Full LPWV Member, which would yield 46 new members through this effort. 

MEMBERSHIP:

Membership within the LPWV remains low. We currently only have 34 active members, 14 recently lapsed (typically renew at the convention). However, with our new website, our statewide opt-ins are currently at 196 receiving our email blasts (newsletter / announcements) and 25,899 prospects (these are people who have made an action on our website, facebook, twitter or YouTube accounts that brought them into our database. We anticipate conversion to membership at 0.5% over 2014 which will increase our membership an additional 129 members. 

Our realistic membership objective is 50 Active Voting Members by the General Election.

FUND RAISING:

This has historically been and remains the weakest element of our team. The LPWV is operating on an extremely limited budget. To date, we have around $2,300.00 in our account and the convention is costing us $8.00 per paying member (due to keeping ticket prices low enough to still have attendees).  Not factoring in any potential donations generated through the convention, we anticipate our post convention funds to be approximately $1,900.00. 

CANDIDATES:

The LPWV will be fielding a number of candidates this election year.  The following are the confirmed nominees who have filed their statement of intent with the LPWV. 

· U.S. Senate: Thomas Coyne, John Buckley and Maribel Kiosk

· U.S. Representative – 1st District: David Moran

· U.S. Representative – 2nd District: Davy Jones

· State Senate – 12th District: Patrick Smith 

· House of Delegates (County Unknown): Edward Olesh

· NOTA will be on the ballot for each office.

We have received additional expressions of interest from the following individuals, but have not received a filed statement of intent. We recently sent contacts to these individuals in hopes of encouraging them to follow through with their campaign. 

· Tom Thacker 

· Chad Kirk  

· Jacob McCoy - 24 District House

· James Geiger - 49th District House

· Jim Shimer  - Sheriff Jefferson County

· Michael Young  - 35 District House 

· Tim Carpenter

· Wayne Ford  

· William Lester - 3rd District US House

· Curtis Kearns  

· Joshua Nichols 

· Anita McVicker  

· Jeffrey Ferrell   

· Ashby Kave  - 15th District House

· Joseph Schill  - 2nd District US House

· Raymond Davis - 1st District US House

NEW MEETING FORMAT:

In order to encourage attendance (and it is working) we have moved our monthly meetings to an online webcast / seminar format. Users can call in or join via VOIP and/or webcam to participate in the meetings. This format allows for individuals to take 2 hours from their schedule per month, instead of the full day with expenses the live meetings required.

Average attendance at our live meetings was 4-5 in 2012-2013. Since launching this new method of meeting, our average attendance is 14. 

UPCOMING EVENTS:

March 8, 2014

Annual Meeting and Nominating Convention

Charleston Civic Center

http://www.lpwv.org/2014_convention

April 15, 2014

Tax-Day Rally

Capital Riverside Lawn

This event may be rescheduled to Sat. April 12 to gain larger attendance. 

Web Page In Development

July 5, 2104

Independence Day Celebration

Coon Skin Park, Charleston, WV

This will be an open to the public event, in which the LPWV will serve Burgers and Hot Dogs (with sides) to attendees. This even will feature live entertainment and Libertarian speakers throughout the day. 

Web Page In Development

