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Region 5S Representative, Libertarian National Committee

This report will provide information concerning activities of the Libertarian Party state affiliates in Region 5S since the LNC meeting on March 1-2, 2014.  I shall provide an updated report at the LNC meeting in Columbus should additional information become available.

I am pleased to report that I have been able to represent the LP in various ways since the previous LNC meeting.  For example, I continue to serve as a frequent guest on a two-hour political talk show that airs on weekdays on WINA radio (1070 AM in Charlottesville, Virginia). 
Delaware


Scott Gesty (gesty4congress@aol.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Delaware, reports that the LPD state board held a meeting in Dover on June 7.  He noted that during the meeting, the state board unanimously endorsed Joshua Duryea as the candidate for the 21st State Senate seat.  Other candidates this year include Bob Wilson (7th District, Delaware House of Representatives), Steve Newton (22nd District, Delaware House of Representatives), Gordon Smith (30th District, Delaware House of Representatives), and Jim Brittingham (39th District, Delaware House of Representatives).  
Mr. Gesty indicated that the LPD may participate in the Independence Day parade in Dover on July 4.
District of Columbia

Ryan Sabot (ryan.sabot@dclibertarians.org), chair of the Libertarian Party of the District of Columbia, reports that the LPDC held its convention on May 10.  According to various reports I received from other people, nine DC residents attended the convention.  Mr. Sabot, who serves as the LPDC candidate for City Council in Ward 3, was reelected chairman; Marc Scribner was elected treasurer. 
Maryland


Bob Johnston (bob.johnston@live.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Maryland, provided the following report:

The Maryland Libertarian Party held its annual spring convention at Squires Italian Restaurant in Dundalk on Saturday, 5 April. Speakers included LNC at-large member Michael Cloud, LP Executive Director Wes Benedict, LNC at-large member Arvin Vohra, and Sharon Harris, Executive Director of the Advocates for Self-Government. In addition, LNC regional representative Dr. Jim Lark was kind enough to drive up from North Carolina, where he addressed the North Carolina LP earlier in the day, to join us.
 
The MDLP will hold a special Central Committee meeting to nominate remaining potential candidates for the November elections. The filing period for the Declaration of Intent to run was on February 25, and candidates in Maryland who are not affiliated with the establishment parties have until August 4 to obtain their party's nomination and file the remaining paperwork to get on the ballot.
 
The Maryland LP currently has candidates for Governor, Lt. Governor, Attorney General, 3 US House candidates, and 3 for county council races on the ballot.
 
Gubernatorial candidate Shawn Quinn is attending campaign events every week, even though it's only early June. The Maryland primary election is on Tuesday, 24 June. There will be a 3-way race for Governor, as the Green Party, one of the four recognized parties in the state, chose not to run a candidate for Governor. If Mr. Quinn gets 1% of the vote in the general election, the Maryland LP will retain ballot access through 2016.
 
The amount of registered voters for the Maryland LP is 13,920, as of April, 2014. One year ago, April, 2013, the party had 11,712 registered voters, an increase of 2,208 registered voters and almost 19% from the 4/13 figures.
 
The Maryland LP's annual summer picnic will be held on Saturday, 26 July, at the home of former state chair Dave Sten in North East, MD.
 
Bob Johnston

Chairman, MDLP
North Carolina


J.J. Summerell (jjsummerell@worksiteinsight.net), chair of the Libertarian Party of North Carolina, provided the following report:

LNC Report
June 2014

1.     LPNC hired a Political Director to begin organizing county affiliates, recruiting candidates and developing a plan for 2016 while he orchestrates 2014.  Welcome Bjorn Pedersen.
2.    We have formed an ad hoc group of 3 NC Libertarian attorneys to have a team ready for whatever legal challenges we have.  Getting into the debates with Hagan and Tillis is top among these.

3.    Speaking of the US Senate race, Sean Haugh has polled at 8% statewide and 19% in the Triangle area (Raleigh, Durham, Chapel Hill) according to Civitas Institute, a 501©3 nonpartisan, nonprofit Republican fundraising organization in Raleigh.  Yesterday, Public Policy Polling (Democratic version of Civitas) had Sean at 11% statewide.  The Tillis/Hagan split is less than these with LOTS of unaffiliateds and undecideds in the mix.  DC Examiner recently had an article, paraphrasing, “This Pizza Deliverer could Cost the Republicans the Senate.”  
4.    We made a presentation to the NC Board of Elections on the importance of including us in the Multiparty Assistance Teams.  They go to nursing homes, etc, to help people vote.  The NCSBE needs to recognize all three sides of the aisle!
5.    Barbara Howe has formed a Platform Committee for 2015.
6.    We are preparing for a major fundraising effort.  More info to come soon and all ideas welcome.  Fundraising will be the primary responsibility of the Political Director and myself.
7.    The committee adopted this meeting schedule:
a.    July 12 in Raleigh. Mr. Penkowski will arrange the location.

b.    Aug. 23 in Charlotte. Mr. Dooley will arrange the location.

c.    Oct. 4 in Durham (Satisfactions)

d.    Nov. 15 in Wilmington. The chair will ask Mr. John Evans to arrange the location.

e.    Jan. 10, 2015 in either Forsyth or Cumberland counties.
 

Pennsylvania


Steve Scheetz (cz85b@cz85b.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Pennsylvania, did not provide a report.  
Virginia


Bill Redpath (wredpath2@yahoo.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Virginia, provided the following information:

The Libertarian Party of Virginia will have a record number of candidates for the U.S. House of Representatives this year.  Will Hammer (Sixth Congressional District), James Carr (Seventh CD), Jeffrey Carson (Eighth CD), Bill Redpath (Tenth CD), and Marc Harrold (Eleventh CD) have already qualified for the ballot.  The following House of Representatives candidates are still waiting to receive notification from the State Board of Elections concerning qualification for the ballot:  Xave Draper (First CD), Allen Knapp (Second CD), Justin Upshaw (Third CD), Bo Brown (Fourth CD), and Paul Jones (Fifth CD).  Matthew Edwards (Ninth CD) began his campaign very late and did not qualify for the ballot.
Robert Sarvis, the LPVA candidate for Governor in 2013, is the LPVa candidate for the U.S. Senate this year.  We are still waiting to receive notification from the State Board of Elections concerning qualification for the ballot.
West Virginia

Michael Wilson (michael.wilson@lpwv.org), chair of the Libertarian Party of West Virginia, did not provide a report.
