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Region 5 Representative, Libertarian National Committee

This report will provide information concerning activities of the Libertarian Party state affiliates in Region 5 since the LNC meeting on June 29, 2014.  I shall provide an updated report at the LNC meeting in Alexandria should additional information become available.

I am pleased to report that I have been able to represent the LP in various ways since the previous LNC meeting.  For example, I continue to serve as a frequent guest on a two-hour political talk show that airs on weekdays on WINA radio (1070 AM in Charlottesville, Virginia). 
Delaware


Scott Gesty (gesty4congress@aol.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Delaware, reports that the list of LPD candidates for the 2014 cycle is available at http://www.lpdelconvention.com/home/2014-minutes/candidate-nominations.  
He indicated that a couple of races of note are the campaigns for State Representative by Steve Newton and Bob Wilson.  He noted that Mr. Newton has raised “quite a bit of money” and will be very competitive in his race.  Mr. Newton participated in a debate on Sept. 2; Mr. Gesty said he had received reports that Mr. Newton performed did very well.  He noted that Mr. Wilson’s campaign is a two-way race against the incumbent Democrat.  

District of Columbia

Ryan Sabot (ryan.sabot@dclibertarians.org) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of the District of Columbia.  I did not receive a report from him.
Maryland


Bob Johnston (bob.johnston@live.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Maryland, provided the following report:

The voter registration for the MDLP as of August, 2014 is 14,373. The MDLP is the only political party in the state that has increased voter registrations in the last year.
 
Gubernatorial candidate Shawn Quinn was shown polling 4% in a recent poll conducted by the Maryland Republican Party. As the race between the Democrat and Republican candidates has tightened to within four points, Mr. Quinn should generate more attention than usual.
 
The Baltimore Sun published a nice article on Mr. Quinn several weeks ago:

 

http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2014-08-09/news/bs-md-libertarian-governor-20140808_1_libertarian-party-maryland-association-libertarian-candidate
 

The Sun generally has been hostile to the LP and Libertarianism in general.
 
The MDLP held their annual summer picnic in North East, MD at the home of former chair Dave Sten and his wife Renee on July 26. LNC regional representative Dr. Jim Lark and alternate rep Scott Spencer were in attendance.

Bob Johnston

Chairman, MDLP
North Carolina


J.J. Summerell (jjsummerell@worksiteinsight.net) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of North Carolina.  He did not receive a report from him.
 

Pennsylvania


Steve Scheetz (cz85b@cz85b.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Pennsylvania, indicated that he has called a board meeting to plan for the next four years.  He noted that he is planning to run for state representative in 2016.  He mentioned that the LPPA will have a new Media Relations committee chair who is interested in working on press releases, MEMEs and other press relation material.
Virginia


Bill Redpath (wredpath2@yahoo.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Virginia, provided the following report:

The LPVA is running Robert Sarvis for US Senate (http://www.robertsarvis.com) and seven candidates for US House this year.  This is the highest number of candidates the LPVA has ever had in any given year, as far as I recall, and certainly is the highest number of US House candidates in any given year in its history.  Robert Sarvis worked hard to recruit US House candidates and help in the effort to get them on the ballot.  We attempted to get candidates on the ballot in all 11 US House districts.  But, 1,000 valid signatures were needed in each district, and four of our eleven candidates fell short.  The seven US House candidates are:

District 4:  Bo Brown (http://www.bobrownforcongress.com)

District 5:  Paul Jones  (http://www.pauljonesforcongress.com)

District 6:  Will Hammer (http://www.wmhammer.com)

District 7:  James Carr (http://www.jamescarrforcongress.org)

District 8:  Jeffrey Carson (http://www.jeffreycarson.com)

District 10:  Bill Redpath  (http://www.billredpath.com)

District 11:  Marc Harrold  (http://www.marcharrold4congress.com)

The LPVA will have a State Fair booth from Sept 26 through Oct 5.  It is being organized by Donna Grebas (Thank You, Donna!), as it was last year.

The LPVA does not have a State Issues Platform.  Although not everyone agrees with me, I would like to see the LPVA adopt a State Platform.  Subsequent to Election Day 2014, I intend to work with others on the LPVA Platform Committee to propose a draft platform, then have the platform amended and adopted at a Special Convention (if called by the LPVA State Central Committee) sometime before March 1, 2015.  It is also my intent to use the Special Convention as a candidate recruiting tool and the possible future platform as something that future state legislature candidates can easily use in their campaigns.

West Virginia

Michael Wilson (michael.wilson@lpwv.org), chair of the Libertarian Party of West Virginia, provided the following report:

The Libertarian Party of West Virginia is pleased to announce four aggressive campaigns for office:

 

John Buckley: U.S. Senate

 

Davy Jones: U.S. House, 2nd District

 

Michael Ray: WV House of Delegates 50th district

 

Ed Olesh: WV House of Delegates 51st district

 

The campaign of John Buckley is proving to be a huge gain for the LPWV. Our collaborative efforts between the LPWV and Buckley for Senate are proving to pull “l” and “L” libertarian minded individuals out of the woodwork from all across the state! Through these efforts, and a modification to our membership requirements, the LPWV projects growth in membership by over 400% in 2014. 

 

In addition to John’s continuous travel across the state on a daily basis, he is also receiving a tremendous amount of media coverage for a third party candidate in WV – more than any LP candidate in our state to date. Some of the notable appearances have been on Fox Business Channel’s “The Independents” and on WV’s largest talk radio program "TalkLine" with Hoppy Kercheval.

 

Today, we met in Weston, WV to distribute Buckley for Senate promotional materials. To date, there are over 3,500 Buckley for Senate Yard Signs; 1,500 Buckley for Senate Bumper Stickers; 200 Buckley for Senate T-Shirts; and, 15,000 Buckley for Senate Rack Cards in circulation throughout the Mountain State. We have just ordered another round of T-Shirts and Bumper Stickers to carry us through September. 

 

As of today, the other campaigns all report great reception from their activities and we are pleased to report that West Virginia is becoming much more aware of the Libertarian Party and the libertarian movement. We are making progress! And we are creating awareness. 

 

On another note, the LPWV is finally developing enough interest to begin creating regional affiliates of the LPWV. We have recently established the Mid-Ohio Valley Chapter of the LPWV. Within our first month we have grown from the two establishing members (Michael Wilson and Brent West) to over twenty active and participating members (our initial focus is sharing Buckley for Senate information and distribution of campaign materials). 

 

It is an exciting time in West Virginia for liberty! We hope to present even greater progress in the next report. 

