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Overview
· The nine affiliates which comprise Region 1 are: Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Hawaii, Kansas, Montana, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming.

· All of the nine states in the region are currently ballot qualified for 2014.
·  Consider the words of Gandhi: "First they ignore you, then they ridicule you, then they fight you, then you win."  In several of the Region 1 states, we have advanced to the stage where the Republicans have given up ridiculing us and are now strenuously fighting us.  We’re making progress in Region I.
· There are two, maybe three, partisan races in Region I which would have been realistically winnable had sufficient financial resources been available to the candidates and their supporting affiliate.

· Keen Umbehr is polling at 9% (Rasmussen) in Kansas.  A 5% result will gain the Kansas LP major party status in 2016.
· 2014 election results will determine 2016 ballot access in Alaska, Hawaii, Utah, and Wyoming.

· While they have not survived challenges which kept them off the 2014 ballot; Top Two measures are alive and well in Arizona and Montana.  It is quite likely that these measures will resurrect themselves in future legislative sessions in these states.  Republicans will likely be proposing measures of this sort again.  We need to be prepared. 

· Due to the geographic nature of this region, which spans five time zones and extends from 19 to 71 degrees north latitude (some 3,000 x 3,000 miles), personal contact between the Regional and Alternate Representatives and the individual affiliates is quite rare.

Alaska
Michael Chambers, State Chair

Brad Leavitt, Acting Chair

Alternate Ron Windeler Reporting

The Alaskan Libertarian Party has narrowed its focus to the November elections.  Past Chairman Mark Fish, stepped down to run for US Senate.  New Chairman, Michael Chambers, stepped down temporarily to manage the State House campaign of Cean Stevens.  Vice Chairman Brad Leavitt is now our acting chairman.  Meanwhile, our Secretary, Carolyn “Care” Clift, is running for Governor.

 Most of our activists are working hard to support these candidates and our others: US House Jim McDermott, Lt. Governor Andrew Lee, Ketchican City Council Amanda Mitchell, and Valdez Assembly David Lyle. Our candidates did quite well in Alaska’s split Primary elections. (Closed Republican primary with everybody else on a separate ballot.)  Several races had interesting twists develop.

Because the State, not the Party controls ballot access, we had three candidates running for US Senate as Libertarians.  Former Chairman Mark Fish was the choice of most activists.  Another former chairman, Scott Kolhass, was running independently (not a problem).  The problem was an unknown character named Thom Walker, who showed up on the ballot out of nowhere.

Most unknown candidates would have been harmless, but this one had the same last name as Bill Walker, a well known politician running for Governor as an independent, who wasn’t on either Primary ballot.  His signs were up all over the state though, and he was actively campaigning for the General Election.

Thom, of course, won the Primary and was going to be the Libertarian standard bearer.  He worked at a remote site and wasn’t able to campaign at all. With nobody representing us in the debates or actively campaigning anywhere, and all the name recognition votes going to the real Walker, it is doubtful that he would have received many votes in the General election.  The Republicans would have appreciated that very much because the race for US Senate is extremely tight and is attracting record amounts of outside money. It is one of the most expensive campaigns in the whole country.

It is, of course, only a coincidence that Thom changed his registration from R to L just before submitting his application. With great difficulty, we tracked him down at his out of town worksite and persuaded him to withdraw.  At the last minute, we were able to substitute Mark Fish as the Libertarian candidate to be on the ballot.

For ballot access, we need to get three percent in the Governor’s race, which got very interesting.  Polls taken after the primary showed that, with the anti-incumbent vote split between the Democrat and the independent, RINO Sean Parnel would win handily.  But in a one on one race, he could be defeated by Walker.

Chameleon Republican Bill changed his registration from R to N, the Democratic candidate resigned, the Democrat Central Committee held their nose and endorsed the independent ticket of Bill with their guy as Lt. Governor, both campaigns threw their Lt. Governor candidates under the bus, and the Unity Ticket was born!  Few cheers and a lot of moans were heard.

Care received nearly seven percent of the total Primary votes, but we are hoping that she will do far better in the general election.  Neither major party voters are very enthusiastic about their choices, but her supporters are.

Jim McDermott, who won us ballot access in 2012, received almost eight percent of the Primary totals in what will be a three way race in the General.  Cean Stevens, a very effective campaigner, received 15% in a two way race against a Democrat.  If she doesn’t win this election, she will be in a strong position to win in 2016.

When the election is over, we will get back to developing our membership and fundraising.  For years, we put most of our resources into playing the game the way the major parties wanted us to.  90% of our revenue went into buying registered Libertarians for the state.  After housekeeping expenses, we had nothing left over to support candidate to make use of that ballot access.

Our candidates seldom got very many votes.  We seldom had more than a hundred dues paying members, and only a dozen activists, but we had over 8,000 registered Libertarians.  We never even welcomed them into the party.  Few of them voted for our candidates.  But we had ballot Access!!!!!

At our last state convention, we changed the rules so that anyone can now join ALP by either registering with the state or sending a letter of application to the secretary of ALP.  Our membership grew from less than 200 to over 8,000 with a single voice vote!

Now, if we reach out and convince even ten percent of them to become sustaining member, we will finally be able to change Alaska to create more liberty NOW!
	
	
	
	

	Number of Libertarians
	7,196

	Method of Membership Determination
	Registered voters

	Voters can register as Libertarian
	Yes

	Ballot Access Status
	3% of register voters, highest statewide election (Governor in 2014)

	Number of Candidates in 2014
	5

	Estimated Budget
	$3,600 / year

	Web site current?
	No


Arizona

 Warren Severin, State Chair
We remain in a fight to the death with the Republican party, which sees us as a significant threat. We're 'stealing their votes'. Heck, they and the Democrats are stealing our votes, for that matter. This has been going on for several years now. This year they knocked three of our candidates of the ballot with signature challenges. We turned around and did it right back to 'em, knocking one of their congressional candidates off the ballot.

Partly due to that and partly due to significant losses of Libertarians to 'Tea Party' groups, we're fielding fewer candidates this year than I'd like, but nevertheless a respectable group of mostly solid Libertarians who can well represent the philosophy of the party.

We held our primary 'open' this year for the first time in the last three election cycles. Way back in about 2001 AZLP sued to be able to hold its primary elections 'closed' – that is we would have the option of excluding 'independent' voters from our primary.  The suit was based on constitutional 'freedom of association' principles and after several levels of appeal we finally prevailed. We held our primaries in 2010 and 2012 'closed'. However, the Republicans seized on that to get a court decision to limit our nomination petition signatures to Libertarians-only as well. Given that, and the generally bad PR we were getting for holding our primary 'closed', we re-opened it this year. There do not seem to have been any adverse affects.

Interestingly, the old-school faction of the Republican party is now considering duplicating our action in closing their primary. They see it as a way of blocking the independents who vote in the Republican primary and tend to prefer 'Tea Party' candidates. A reporter for our state politics rag, Capitol Times, called me for an interview on the matter two days ago. Fascinating.

Since the general election in 2012 our registrations are up by 4829, or about 22%. In that same time period the Republicans gained  only 1731 registrations or 0.2%. At this rate they can keep fighting us all they want. The harder they fight the more people register Libertarian!
As previously reported, in early 2014 the Republican controlled legislature repealed the midnight pseudo top two legislation (ballot access signature requirements which essentially excluded minor parties from the ballot).  This was not a gesture of good will.  Since the legislation was recalled by a signature drive, the measure was to appear on the 2014 ballot for ratification.  If the voters failed to ratify the legislation in this election, the legislature would be statutorily prohibited from passing similar legislation at any time in the future.  Thus, to keep their powder dry for another attempt, the Republicans repealed the legislation.  The pseudo Top Two issue is still alive and well in Arizona.  We should take note and be thankful that we have some time to plan to properly battle the next attempt. 
Just in from Chair Severin:  Our inside sources tell us that the Republicans are planning another top-two ballot referendum for a state constitution change for the 2016 elections. Have not yet seen any wording or more specifics.
	
	
	
	

	Number of Libertarians
	26,915

	Method of Membership Determination
	Registered voters

	Voters can register as Libertarian
	Yes

	Ballot Access Status
	Registration >= .65% of active registered voters

	Number of Candidates in 2014
	14

	Estimated Budget
	$12,000 / year

	Web site current
	Yes


Colorado

Jeffery Orrok, State Chair

For Jeffery  Orrok, Norm Olsen reports:
 LPCO is running 44 candidates in this election cycle.  Colorado is host to what many pundits consider the two hottest races in the country: US Senate race and Congressional District 6.  LPCO has candidates in both races, but these candidates (one being yours truly) are not active campaigns.  
	Number of Libertarians
	29,602

	Method of Membership Determination
	Registered Voters

	Voters can register as Libertarian
	Yes

	Ballot Access Status
	1,000 Registered voters

	Number of Candidates in 2014
	44

	Estimated Budget
	$475 / month

	Web Site current?
	Yes


Hawaii

Tracy Ryan, State Chair
Governor/LG:  Davis/Marlin.  Davis is included in several debates.  Appeals to voters, but not pure LP message.  Marlin running a token campaign just to ensure legal requirement for an LG is met.

US Senate: Kokoski. Few resources or attention.  Senate race will be a runaway for the Democrat so media attention is low anyway.

US House: Kent.  A great candidate without money in another Democratic landslide.

Of these larger races on Davis is making an impact due to his daily radio show.

State Senate:  We have five candidates whose principal aim is ballot access and carrying the LPH flag.  In Hawaii County Alain Schiller, Michal Last, and Greg Arianoff-Kobata, are all doing some campaigning, but have few resources to work with.  Greg has a bunch of volunteers.  Alain is going door to door. On Oahu Raymond Banda is going door to door.  On Maui Bronson Kaahui is in a four way race.

State House: We have eight candidates who have various reasons for running.  Kai Takayama and Fred Fogel are running minimal campaigns.  Kai appeared on a public TV debate that aired statewide and did pretty well. Fred’s vote total will rest on the libertarian leanings of his district and the money we are spending on generic vote LP ads in Hawaii County. Eric Weinert is doing some campaigning, but his efforts have been disrupted by the recent hurricane.  Jon Lalanne is in a three way race and hasn’t reported in on any campaign activities.  He has been going back and forth to the mainland for family business.  Al Frenzel  is active online and has some signs up. He may be doing some active door to door soon.  Tom Berg is also active on line.  Pat Brock is running on Maui and has recently asked for some door hangers.  Anthony Higa remains our most active candidate.  He has walked his whole district, set up a phone bank to dial over 5000 voters, and spent most of the 10K raised.  Two mailers have gone out and a third is planned.

Bottomline:  LPH can elect people to the State Legislature here if we don’t have the problem of a GOP in the race with us, we have a good hard working candidate, and adequate funding.  An effective House campaign costs in the 20K range and up, but we could win for a little less.  State Senate is double.  Our priorities are to run competitive campaigns that can win elections and second to maintain ballot access.  The Hawaii Republican  Party is very weak.  I’d like to see us replace them as the second party in Hawaii County within two elections .

	Number of Libertarians
	64

	Method of Membership Determination
	National membership BSM

	Voters can register as Libertarian
	No, party affiliation not maintained by the state

	Ballot Access Status
	10% of statewide race, or petition of  0.1% of registered voters  (~720)

	Number of Candidates in 2014
	16

	Estimated Budget
	

	Web site current?
	Yes


Kansas
Rob Hodgkinson, State Chair

Keen Umbehr is polling (Rasmussen) at 9% of the vote in the governor’s race.  In a traditionally hard core red state, the republican incumbent is trailing (slightly) the relatively unknown Democratic candidate.  Should Keen garner just 5% of the vote, the LPKS will attain major party status in Kansas.  Keen has been excluded from the county fair debates, and has generated much publicity from this action.
Keen, a lawyer, has not been accepting new cases since his nomination in April in order to work full time on the campaign.  He has personally funded his campaign with $50,000 of seed money.  Despite concerted fund raising efforts, he has only been able to raise an additional $16,000 (to date).

In the absence of sufficient funding, Keen is unlikely to prevail in this otherwise winnable race.
“Big Al’ Terwelp stepped down from the chair position after four years of excellent leadership.  Affiliate growth has been at 10% for three years now, and his three year plan to achieve major party status was implemented and will likely succeed exactly as planned.  We all owe a great deal of thanks to Al for great leadership in making Kansas one of the premier affiliates in of the Libertarian Party.  (It’s easy to identify Big Al, he’s 6’ 5” tall.)  

	Number of Libertarians
	12,656

	Method of Membership Determination
	Registered voters

	Voters can register as Libertarian
	Yes

	Ballot Access Status
	1% statewide race

	Number of Candidates in 2014
	8

	Estimated Budget
	$5,000 annually

	Web site current?
	Yes


Montana

Mike Fellows, State Chair

The fall elections bring debates and endorsements. In the Senate District 33 race, the Montana Shooting Sports Association endorsed Libertarian candidate, Joan Stanley.
 Our statewide candidates for the U.S. House and Senate haven’t had many debates since the first debate to open the general election. U.S. House candidate Mike Fellows reports there should be 2 debates in October. One in Missoula, the other in Great Falls. The one scheduled for Billings on September 29th was cancelled after the Republican candidate refused to debate all candidates. The Republican called the Fellows campaign of More Liberty and Less Government a distraction. In reality, The Republican looks more like a liberal when debating Libertarians on the issues.
 During the summer we had booths at the Gallatin, Ravalli and Missoula County fairs. The Mike Fellows for Montana campaign had entries in several parades including the Ravalli Fair parade, Sanders County Fair Parade, Manhattan Potato Festival Parade, Dillon Labor Day Parade, The Northwest Fair Parade and the Kalipell 4th parade among others. The Missoula County Libertarian Party also had a table at the Missoula Gun Show and the Missoula Hemp Fest. Our next stop is the Belgrade Fall Festival parade, September 20th.
 The MTLP also did some outreach on Montana’s two main campuses, collecting names for the UM and MSU College Libertarians. Those schools also have homecoming parades (September 27th) and we will have entries as well.
 The MCLP has come out against a 42-million dollar bond issue in Missoula County. The Missoula County Commissioners had placed the bond issue on the November ballot for parks and whatever. The group is in the process of getting yard signs. Property Tax Payers get hit for a lot of things these days and it never ends. That’s why we say stop taxing our property.
 If you have any questions just give Mike Fellows a call. He can be reached at 406-721-9020.
The Republican initiated Top Two ballot initiative was removed from the 2014 ballot for technical reasons: the initiative title exceeded the 100 word statutory limit.  It would be very naïve to think that the Republicans will not try again in 2016.  The Top Two issue is on hold in Montana, but it must not be considered dead. 
	Number of Libertarians
	61

	Method of Membership Determination
	National Membership BSM

	Voters can register as Libertarian
	No

	Ballot Access Status
	Qualified for 2014

	Number of Candidates in 2014
	9

	Estimated Budget
	

	Web site current?
	No


Utah

Mark Hilgenberg, State Chair

	Number of Libertarians
	8,371

	Method of Membership Determination
	Registered Voters

	Voters can register as Libertarian
	Yes

	Ballot Access Status
	2% of statewide congressional vote

	Number of Candidates in 2014
	11

	Estimated Budget
	

	Web site current?
	No


Washington
C. Michael Pickens, State Chair
This election season has seen a resurgence in the Libertarian Party of Washington. In 2012 there were no Libertarian state representative candidates, this year we had 12. Of those 12 candidates, only 8 of them made it through the top-two primary to move on to the general election. Here are the official results of our primary election that happened on August 5th:

District 2b
August 5 primary candidates:
R- J.T. Wilcox: 71% 

 
L- Steven Nielson: 19.6% 


I- Rick Payne (Marijuana Party): 9.3% 

District 3a
August 5 primary candidates:
D- Marcus Riccelli: 57.71% 

 
R- Tim Benn: 34.32% 


L- Randy McGlenn, II: 7.97%
District 3b
August 5 primary candidates:
D- Timm Ormsby 69.80% 

 - Incumbent Ormsby was first appointed to the chamber in 2003.

L- Paul Delaney 30.20% 


District 7a
August 5 primary candidates:
R- Shelly Short 80.18% 

 - Incumbent Short was first elected to the chamber in 2008.

L- James R. Apker 19.82% 


District 10a
August 5 primary candidates:
R- Norma Smith 79.56% 

 
L- Michael Scott 20.44% 


District 17b
August 5 primary candidates:
D- Richard McCluskey: 39.1% 


R- Paul Harris: 50.8% 

 
L- Chris Rockhold: 10.1%

District 19a
August 5 primary candidates:
R- Dean Takko 71.45% 

 
L- David A. Steenson 28.55% 


District 24b
August 5 primary candidates:
D- Steve Tharinger: 57.1% 

 
R- Thomas W. Greisamer: 35.3% 


L- Stafford A. Conway: 7.6%
District 36b
August 5 primary candidates:
D- Gael Tarleton 86.35% 

 
L- Paul Addis 13.65% 


District 38b
August 5 primary candidates:
D- Mike Sells 69.08% 

 
L- Elijah Olson 30.92% 


District 42a
August 5 primary candidates:
D- Satpal Sidhu: 38.8% 


R- Bill Knutzen: 23%
R- Luanne Van Werven: 34.3% 


L- Nicholas Kunkel: 4%
District 48b
August 5 primary candidates:
D- Joan McBride 69.14% 


L- Tim Turner 30.36%


	Number of Libertarians
	368

	Method of Membership Determination
	National membership BSM

	Voters can register as Libertarian
	No

	Ballot Access Status
	1,000 signatures

	Number of Candidates in 2014
	12 Primary
8 General Election

	Estimated Budget
	24 monthly pledges

	Web site current?
	Yes


[Ed Note] Washington is a Top Two primary state.  Having 8 candidates on the general election ballot is a major achievement.  Also note: Libertarian candidates are getting up 30% of the vote in the primaries.  WOW!!!
Wyoming

Richard Brubaker, State Chair
	Number of Libertarians
	1,870

	Method of Membership Determination
	Registered voters

	Voters can register as Libertarian
	Yes

	Ballot Access Status
	2% of statewide race

	Number of Candidates in 2014
	4

	Estimated Budget
	$100 / month

	Web site current?
	No


