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Region 5 Representative, Libertarian National Committee

This report will provide information concerning activities of the Libertarian Party state affiliates in Region 5 since the LNC meeting in September 2014.  I shall provide an updated report at the LNC meeting in New Orleans should additional information become available.

I am pleased to report that I have been able to represent the LP in various ways since the previous LNC meeting.  For example, I continue to serve as a frequent guest on a two-hour political talk show that airs on weekdays on WINA radio (1070 AM in Charlottesville, Virginia). 
Delaware


Scott Gesty (gesty4congress@aol.com) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of Delaware.  I did not receive a report from him.  
District of Columbia

Ryan Sabot (ryan.sabot@dclibertarians.org) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of the District of Columbia.  I did not receive a report from him.
Maryland


Bob Johnston (bob.johnston@live.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Maryland, provided the following report:

The Maryland Libertarian Party became the first non-establishment party in over 40 years to retain ballot access, as the MDLP gubernatorial candidate Shawn Quinn received 1.5% of the vote in the November general election.
 
If a political party in Maryland does not have at least 1% of the registered voters as of the last day of the year, the party's top-of-the-ticket candidate must get 1%.
 
To retain ballot access, the LP's 2016 Presidential candidate must get 1%, or the party must have 1% of the registered voters. In 2012, LP Presidential candidate Gary Johnson got over 1% in the state.
 
In addition, MDLP Attorney General candidate Leo Dymowski garnered over 56,000 votes, the highest amount of votes for a non-establishment party statewide candidate. Ralph Nader received over 50,000 votes when running as the Green Party candidate for President in 2000.

In Garrett County, Leo Martin got over 28% in a 2-way race for Garrett County Commissioners, and Bill Welch received 10% and finished ahead of the Democrat candidate in a 4-way race in another Garrett County Commissioner district race.
 

The Libertarian Party of Maryland is working with coalition partners in the Marijuana Policy Coalition of Maryland to advocate for a marijuana legalization legislation as well as a bill that fixes the decriminalization bill the coalition helped pass in 2014. Maryland LP vice-chair Eric Blitz is leading our effort in this cause.

 

Towards that end, the coalition is sponsoring a Lobby Day (a coordinated legislator lobbying effort), a marijuana policy educational event exclusively for legislators, a public rally in the state capitol, a coordinated advocacy testimony before legislative committees, an email/letter/phone call campaign to legislators, and an activist training seminar to guide grassroots supporters towards effective participation in these endeavors. 

 

Behind the scenes, the party is working within the coalition to gather bill sponsors and supporters, broaden the base of organizations and personalities who are giving public endorsements of the coalition's efforts, and lobbying key local legislators and committee chairs to build support for these bills.


The Maryland LP has 14,771 registered voters, as of October, 2014. The party is looking to run a full slate of candidates for the eight US House seats, as well as the US Senate seat, and also run candidates for the Baltimore City Council. There are no races for the state legislature until 2018.

 
The annual holiday party will be held at Stu Simms' home in Laurel, MD on Saturday, Dec. 13.
Bob Johnston

Chairman, MDLP

North Carolina


J.J. Summerell (jjsummerell@worksiteinsight.net) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of North Carolina.  He provided the following report (which I have edited slightly):
 
It is really an exciting time and I am honored to represent our state.

 

First, though Sean Haugh lost his US Senate bid with 3.9% of the vote, he brought LOTS of attention to the LP and LPNC as the difference between Hagan and Tillis was less than 2%. Newsweek ran this article (www.newsweek.com/libertarian-pizza-delivery-guy-sean-haugh-might-decide-fate-senate-279400) and NPR ran one (www.npr.org/2014/10/14/356142508/pizza-man-and-other-third-party-candidates-shake-up-tight-senate-races) as well.  Ballotpedia has links to numerous other articles (http://ballotpedia.org/Sean_Haugh).

 

Secondly, and even more exciting, is that Project 2020 (the strategic plan) is finally coming to fruition.  It has been a 2+ year project.  Jason Melehani’s analysis of each of the NC House districts is particularly important and interesting, for these reasons:

 
1)  The NC Republicans just got rid of straight ticket voting.

2)  Of 120 NC House seats, 55 were unopposed as a result of gerrymandering.

3)  Of those 55, there are 18 where the R/D registration numbers are less than 15% different and there are more than that many “unaffiliateds”
That is, if we can motivate the D’s to vote in R gerrymandered districts and the R’s to vote in D gerrymandered districts, the numbers suggest we could actually elect an L to the NC House.  It will take quite a lot of work, but the stated goal of 2020 is one elected representative to the NC General Assembly in 2020.  NC House seats are elected every two years, so that gives us 2016 and 2018 to prepare.

 

Over the next few weeks we should be pulling this all together into a more cohesive plan.  

Pennsylvania


Steve Scheetz (cz85b@cz85b.com) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of Pennsylvania.  I did not receive a report from him.  

Virginia


Bill Redpath (wredpath2@yahoo.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Virginia, indicated that the LPVA is working to pass legislation in the 2015 General Assembly session to improve ballot access.  The LPVA is also trying to recruit several candidates to run for the General Assembly in 2015.
West Virginia

Michael Wilson (michael.wilson@lpwv.org) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of West Virginia.  I did not receive a report from him.  
