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Overview
· The nine affiliates which comprise Region 1 are: Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Hawaii, Kansas, Montana, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming.

· For all the usual reasons related to the demands of election activities and the subsequent holidays, this report is very brief.  Most all pertinent information pertains to the election results which are reported in detail in other LP reports.

· Aggressive election activity has produced continued ballot access for the 2016 general election in eight (AK, AZ, CO, HI, KS, MT, UT, WY) of the nine states in the region are currently ballot qualified for 2016. 

· Ballot access in Washington State requires 1,000 valid signatures; a rather reasonable threshold compared to many other states.  Over the years, the Washington State affiliate has routinely obtained ballot access without assistance from the national committee.

· While they have not survived challenges which kept them off the 2014 ballot; Top Two type legislative activity remain alive and well in Arizona and Montana.  It is quite likely that these measures will resurrect themselves in future legislative sessions in these states.  Republicans will likely be proposing measures of this sort again.  We need to be prepared. 

· Significant increases in voters registering as Libertarian have been experienced in several of the states in the Region.  This trend of several years remains strong in the region.

· Due to the geographic nature of this region, which spans five time zones and extends from 19 to 71 degrees north latitude (some 3,000 x 3,000 miles), personal contact between the Regional and Alternate Representatives and the individual affiliates is quite rare.

The Alaska Libertarian Party won a consolation prize.  From the Alaska Dispatch News of December 9, 2014:
Alaska Libertarian Party gubernatorial candidate Carolyn Clift came in a distant third place in last month’s election -- but she still won her party a consolation prize.

Clift’s result means the Libertarians will get a pair of seats on the Alaska Public Offices Commission, the state board charged with regulating elections and lobbying laws.

That’s because four of the five commissioners are split up between the two political parties whose gubernatorial candidates earned the highest vote totals in the most recent election. The fifth commissioner is nominated by the other four, with final approval coming from the governor.

Clift placed third, but the winning candidate, Bill Walker, ran as an independent with the endorsement of the Alaska Democratic Party, whose own gubernatorial candidate, Byron Mallott, dropped out of the race to become Walker’s running mate.

That means that APOC members will come from the Alaska Republican Party, whose candidate, Sean Parnell, placed second, and from the Libertarian Party.

The shift was first reported by political blogger Amanda Coyne.

Michael Chambers, the Libertarian Party’s chair, acknowledged that “to have Libertarians on the APOC board is kind of an oxymoron,” given that Libertarians typically support limited government and less regulation.

But Chambers added he’s excited for the change, which he said his party hopes to use to try to loosen APOC’s stringent fundraising and disclosure requirements.

“If we had the effect on the APOC board that we would like to, it would be a much simpler process and much easier to understand,” Chambers said.

APOC won’t see any changes take effect until March at the earliest, which is when the term of one of the current Democratic APOC commissioners, Elizabeth Hickerson, expires.

At that point, Walker will get to choose from a list of four names submitted by the Libertarians -- a list Chambers says will include Clift; the party’s most recent U.S. Senate candidate, Mark Fish; and two others.

Gubernatorial appointees must then be confirmed by the Legislature. The other Democratic APOC member’s term expires in 2017.

Asked about its impending loss of APOC members, a spokesman for the Alaska Democratic Party, Zack Fields, responded: “Winning the governor’s race was more important than having members of a certain political party on APOC.”
