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ALABAMA

Elections:
http://www.sos.alabama.gov/Elections/Default.aspx
Minor Party Information:  
http://www.sos.alabama.gov/downloads/election/2012/MinorPartyInfo2012.pdf
Presidential Election Information:   http://www.sos.alabama.gov/downloads/election/2012/pba-2012.pdf
Independent Candidate Information: http://www.sos.alabama.gov/downloads/election/2012/IndyCandidateInfo2012.pdf
Election Law: http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/CodeOfAlabama/1975/coatoc.htm (title 17)
Ballot Access:
· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 3% of those who voted in the most recent race for Governor (2014: 1,180,413; 3% = 35,413), and the signatures must be filed by the date of the primary election (2016: March 8).  Can start petitioning any time after previous election for next general election (§17-6-22).
· Retention: statewide candidate must get 20% (§17-13-40). If a county-wide candidate receives 20%, county will have party status.
· If party not recognized, candidates can run as Independent. Must collect signatures equal to 3% of those who voted in the most recent race for Governor in the jurisdiction in which running.  Signatures are due the date of the primary election (§17-9-3(a)(3)).

· Primary election held on the first Tuesday in June, except in Presidential years, the primary is held on the second Tuesday in March (§17-13-3).

· Can run an Independent candidate for President by collecting 5,000 signatures (§17-14-31). Independent Presidential signatures must be filed by September 6 of the election year. No substitution (§17-14-31).
Current Status:
Unrecognized. 
ALASKA

Elections:

http://www.elections.alaska.gov/
Political Parties:
http://www.elections.alaska.gov/pi_rp.php
Election Law:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/folio.asp (title 15)

Ballot Access:


· To become a recognized party and for retention, must have registered voters equal to at least 3% of the votes cast in the last general election for Governor as of May 31 of the year of the election (2014: 279,958; 3% = 8,399) (§ 15.80.008), or…

· candidate for Governor must get 3% (§ 15.80.010(25)(a)) (see “Political Parties”  above). 

· If there is no race for Governor, then use the votes cast for the US Senate candidate, else use the US House candidate (§ 15.80.010(25)(b)(c)).

· If party is not recognized, can run a candidate for statewide office by collecting signatures equal to at least 1% of the votes cast in the most recent general election for Governor (2010: 244,316; 1% = 2,444) (§ 15.25.160).  Signatures are due the date of the primary election (§ 15.25.150). 

· The primary election is held on the fourth Tuesday in August (§ 15.25.020).
· Can run a candidate for President by collecting signatures equal to 1% of the votes cast in the last election for President. If candidate receives 3%, can run candidate in the next Presidential election. Signatures are due 90 days prior to the general election (§ 15.30.025).
· Presidential paperwork due September 1 of the election year (§ 15.30.020).
Current Status:
Recognized. 2014 candidate for Governor received over 3%. 
ARIZONA

Elections:

http://www.azsos.gov/election/
Candidate Handbook (2011):   http://www.azsos.gov/election/2014/Info/Candidates_and_Political_Committees/Candidates_and_Political_Committees.pdf
Election Law:
http://azleg.gov/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp?Title=16  
Ballot Access:

 
· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 1 1/3% of the votes cast for Governor in the most recent election (2014: 1,537,671 => 20,451)  Party is on the ballot for 2 general elections following recognition (§ 16-801).
· Petitions must be filed with the Secretary of State no later than 180 days before the election in which the party wishes to participate (§ 16-803). Can participate in the primary or only the general election.
· Retention: candidate for Governor or President must get 5% (§ 16-804.A), or the party must have 2/3 of 1% of the registered voters as of October 1 of the year preceding the next general election (§ 16-804.B).  The Secretary of State will determine the sufficiency of the voter registration for party status by February 1 of the election year (§ 16-804.C).  
· Can run as an Independent candidate by collecting signatures equal to 3% of the non-primary-party registered voters in the district (§ 16-341.E).
· Independent Presidential candidates must collect signatures between 60 and 90 days prior to the general election. Signers cannot have signed a petition for another Independent Presidential candidate  (§ 16-341.G).
· The number of signatures necessary for Independent candidates to collect is determined by March 1 of the election year. Any registered voter can sign the Independent candidate petition (§ 16-341.F).
· Presidential paperwork due 60 days prior to the general election (2016: September 9) (§ 16-341.G).

Current Status:  Recognized. Currently has 0.82% of registered voters as of  11/14.
ARKANSAS
Elections:

http://www.sosweb.state.ar.us/elections.html
New Political Party: http://www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections/Documents/New_political_party_2012.pdf
Running For Public Office (2012):   http://www.arkansas.gov/sbec/pdfs/2012_Running_for_Public_Office.pdf
Election Law:
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp 
Ballot Access:


· To become a recognized party, must collect 10,000 signatures within a 90-day period.  Signatures must be filed at least 60 days prior to the end of the filing period (March 1, 2016), which is December 31, 2015 (§ 7-7-205(a)).

· The preferential primary election is held on the Tuesday 3 weeks prior to the general primary election (2014: May 20), which is held on the second Tuesday in June of the year of the general election (2014: June 10),  (§ 7-7-203(a)(b)).

· Retention: candidate for Governor or President must get 3% (§ 7-1-101.21). 
· Can run as an Independent candidate for Congress by collecting signatures (statewide 10,000; US House 2,000; or 3% of the registered voters in the district in which the candidate is running, whichever is less).

· Cannot start collecting until 90 days prior to the deadline, which is noon on  March 1 of the election year (§ 7-7-103).

· Can have a candidate for President on the ballot if party isn’t recognized, by collecting 1,000 signatures, due by noon on the first Monday in August (2016: August 2)  (§ 7-8-302(6)).

· Presidential electors due 2 days after the adjournment of the state convention.  Presidential paperwork due September 15 of the year of the election (§ 7-8-302(1)).

Current Status:
Unrecognized.
CALIFORNIA

Elections:

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/
Election Law:
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/calawquery?codesection=elec&codebody=&hits=20 

Ballot Access:


· To become a recognized party, must have registered voters equal to 0.33% of the votes cast at the most recent gubernatorial election, 135 days prior to the primary (2014: 6,496,307; 0.33% = 21,438) (§ 5100(b)), or collect signatures equal to 10% of the number of votes cast in the last gubernatorial election, on or before 154 days prior to the primary election (10% = 649,631) (§ 5100(c)).
· Retention: party has registered voters equal to 0.33% of the votes cast at the most recent gubernatorial election, 135 days prior to the primary (2016: Jan. 25) (§ 5100(b)), or statewide candidate must get 2% at the most recent gubernatorial election and must maintain 1/15 of 1% of the registered voters (§ 5100(a), 5101).
· Has a top-two primary; all candidates, except for President, must run in the primary election, regardless of party, if any; top two run in the general election. Primary elections are held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in June (2016: June 7) (§ 1201).
· If party not recognized, can run an Independent Presidential candidate by collecting signatures equal to 1% of the registered voters between 88 and 148 days prior to the general election (§ 8400, 8403(a)).
· To run for office, candidates must pay filing fees (statewide office: 2% of the annual salary, US House: 1%) (§ 8103). May collect signatures in lieu of the filing fee (statewide office 10,000; US House 3,000) (§ 8106(a)). Signatures must be filed 15 days prior to the close of the nomination period (§ 8106(b)(3)).
· Presidential paperwork due October 1 of the election year (§ 7100, 7300).
Current Status: Recognized. Party has 120,804 registered voters as of 10/14.
COLORADO
Elections:

http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/main.html
Candidate Information Guide (2012):            http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/Candidates/files/HowToRunForOffice.pdf
Election Law:
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/ 

(title 1)

Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect 10,000 signatures, due the second Friday in January of the election year in which the party wishes to participate (§ 1-4-1302(1)). 
· Retention: candidate for statewide office in either of the last 2 general elections gets 1%, or party has 1,000 registered voters prior to July 1 in either of the last 2 general elections (§ 1-4-1303(2)). 
· Can also run candidates by collecting signatures (President 5,000; other statewide office 1,000, US House 800, or 2% of the votes cast for that office in the last general election, whichever is less) (§ 1-4-802.c).
· Signatures for minor party candidates may be collected between the first Monday in February (2014: Feb. 3), and 85 days prior to the primary election (2014: March 31).  (§ 1-4-802.d(II),f(II)).
· Signatures for unaffiliated candidates may be collected between 117 and 173 days prior to the general election (§ 1-4-802.d(I),f(I)).
· If  the party is not recognized and a statewide candidate gets 5%, then qualifies as a recognized party for next 2 general election cycles. Also, the party is recognized if it has at least 1,000 registered voters as of July 1 of the election year (§ 1-4-1303(1)).
· Presidential paperwork due 60 days prior to the election (§ 1-4-701(3)).
Current Status:
Recognized. 2016 Statewide candidates received over 1%. 
CONNECTICUT
Elections:
http://www.sots.ct.gov/sots/cwp/view.asp?a=3172&q=525432
Nominating Petition Information:   
http://www.sots.ct.gov/sots/lib/sots/electionservices/nominating_petitions_info/frequently_asked_questions_nominating_petition.pdf
Election Law:

http://www.ct.gov/seec/cwp/view.asp?a=3571&Q=425444&PM=1 (title 9)

Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, candidate for Governor in the most recent general election must get 20%, or have at least 20% of the party registered voters at the time of the gubernatorial election (§ 9-372(5)).
· If party is not recognized, candidates must obtain signatures equal to at least 1% of the amount of votes for that office in the last general election, or 7,500, whichever is less. Signatures must be from those eligible to vote for the candidate(s) listed on the petition (§ 9-453(d)).
· Circulators must be registered CT voters (§ 9-453(e)).
· Can run for the same office in the next general election without having to gather signatures if 1% of the vote total was received for that race (§ 9-372(6)), (§ 9-379).
· Cannot start to petition until the first business day in January of the election year (§ 9-453(b)), and are due 90 days prior to the general election @ 4 pm (2016: August 10) (§ 9-453(i)).
· If party can run a candidate in a race as a minor party candidate (e.g. 2016  US Senate & US House 2nd), candidate must be nominated 62 days prior to the general election (2016: September 7)  (§ 9-452).
· Can substitute (§ 9-460).
Current Status:
Unrecognized. Can run 2016 US House (2nd) candidate and  US Senate candidate without petitioning.
DELAWARE
Elections:

http://elections.delaware.gov/default.shtml
Election Law:
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title15/index.shtml (title 15)
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party and for retention, must have 0.1% of the registered voters as of the last day of the year preceding the general election 21 days prior to the primary (2014: August 19) (§15-3001).
· Non-Presidential primary elections are held on the second Tuesday after the first Monday in September (2014: September 9) (§15-3101(3)).
· Presidential primary elections are held the fourth Tuesday in April of the year of the Presidential election (2016: April 26) (§15-3181).
· Can run an Independent candidate by collecting signatures equal to 1% of the registered voters as of December 31 of the year prior to the general election in the district in which the candidate is running. The candidate can also not have been registered with a political party for 3 months prior to submitting the paperwork. Signatures must be collected between January 1 and July 15 of the year of the general election, and submitted by September 1 (§15-3002).
· Minor party candidates must be nominated at a convention by August 1 of the election year (§15-3301(e)).
· Presidential paperwork due August 15 of the election year (§15-3301(e)).
Current Status:
Recognized. Has 1,130 registered voters (0.016) as of 11/14. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Elections:

http://www.dcboee.org/home.asp
Guide to Candidate Qualification and Ballot Access:





http://www.dcboee.org/popup.asp?url=/pdf_files/nr_844.pdf
Election Law:
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/dccode/  (title 1, chapter 10)
Ballot Access:

 

· To become a recognized party and for retention, a candidate for Delegate, Mayor, Chairman of the Council, Council member, Attorney General, or President in the preceding general election must get 7,500 votes (§ 1-1001.08(d)(h2)).

· If not a recognized party, a candidate for city-wide office must collect signatures from 3,000 registered voters or 1.5%, whichever is less. Council member: 500 signatures or 1.5% (§ 1-1001.08(j)(1)). 

· To run a candidate for President, must collect signatures from 1% of the registered voters (§ 1-1001.08(f)). 
· Cannot begin collecting signatures until the 143rd day prior to the general  election (2016: May 19), and are due 90 days prior to the election (2016: August 10). Number of registered voters determined 144 days prior to the election (§ 1-1001.08(f)(i)).
· If party is recognized, to get on the primary election ballot, candidates must collect signatures. City-wide: 2,000 or 1% of the registered party voters, whichever is less; Ward: 250 or 1% of the party-registered voters in the specific ward. (§ 1-1001.08(i)).  

· If the party is recognized, signatures must be collected between 90 and 144 days prior to the primary. The primary election is held on the first Tuesday in April (§ 1-1001.10(a)(1)).  
Current Status:
Unrecognized.

FLORIDA
Elections:

http://election.dos.state.fl.us/
Candidate Handbook (2014):


http://election.dos.state.fl.us/candidate/Qualifying-info.shtml
Election Law: http://election.dos.state.fl.us/publications/pdf/2014/2014_Election-Laws.pdf
Ballot Access:

· To be a recognized major party, must have 5% of the registered voters as of January 1 of the year preceding a primary election (§ 97.021.(18)).. To become a recognized minor party, must file specific documents (§ 103.095).
· A minor party may run a candidate for President if it is affiliated with a national party and holds a convention to nominate a candidate for President (§ 103.021(4(a))).
· If party is not recognized, can run candidate for President by collecting signatures equal to 1% of the registered voters as of the preceding general election, and are due by July 15 of the election year (§ 103.021(3)).
· To run for office, candidates must pay a fee of 6% of the annual salary of the office sought (2014: US Senate and House $10,440) (§ 99.092).  Instead of paying the filing fee, candidate may collect signatures equal to 1% of the registered voters in the district of the office sought (2014: statewide 119,345) (§ 99.095).
· Signatures are due by noon of the 28th day preceding the first day of the qualifying period (2016: federal - April 4, state -  May 23) (§ 99.095(3)). The qualifying period is between 116 and 120 days prior to the primary election for federal office, and 67 and 71 days for state office (§ 99.061(1)). Primary elections are held on the Tuesday 10 weeks prior to the general election (§ 100.061).
· Presidential paperwork due September 1 (§ 103.021(4(a))).
Current Status:
Recognized. 
GEORGIA
Elections:

http://www.sos.ga.gov/elections/
Candidate Information:
http://sos.ga.gov/index.php/Elections/information_for_candidates
Election Law:

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp (title 21)

Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party and for retention, candidate for Governor or President must get 20% (§ 21-2-2(25)).
· If party is not recognized, can run candidates for statewide office by collecting signatures equal to 1% of the registered voters eligible to vote in the prior election (51,436 @ 10/14) (§ 21-2-180(1)).
· Can also run candidates for statewide office if a statewide candidate gets at least 1% of the registered voters in the last general election (§ 21-2-180(2)).

· For non-statewide candidates, must collect signatures from 5% of the registered voters eligible to vote in the prior election for the specific election district (§ 21-2-170(b)).
· Must also pay filing fee equal to 3% of the office’s annual salary (§ 21-2-131(a)(1)(B)).

· Filing period for Independent and non-recognized party candidates is from the fourth Monday in June to noon on the following Friday (2016: June 27-July 1) (§ 21-2-132(d)(1)).
· Cannot collect signatures 180 days before due (2016: January 13) (§ 21-2-170(e)). Signatures are due by noon on the second Tuesday in July (2016: July 12) (§ 21-2-185). 
Current Status:
Recognized (statewide only). Can run statewide candidates, as 2014 candidates received over 1%.
HAWAII
Elections:

http://hawaii.gov/elections
Process to Qualify a Political Party:


http://hawaii.gov/elections/factsheets/fsbo121.pdf
Election Law:
http://hawaii.gov/elections/info/laws/ (TOC)


http://capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0011/HRS_0011-.htm (title 2)


http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0011/HRS_0011-0061.htm (chapter 11, part V; Parties)
 

Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 0.1% of the registered voters as of the previous general election, and must be filed 170 days prior to next primary (2016: February 15) (§ 11-62(a)), which is held on the second Saturday in August (2016: August 13) (§ 12-2).
· If party qualifies for 3 consecutive general elections through petition process or specific election results (§ 11-61(b)), gains retention for 10 years, as long as it runs a candidate in each general election (§ 11-62(d)).
· If party not recognized, can run an Independent Presidential candidate by collecting signatures of registered voters who intend to support the candidate equal to 1% of those who voted in the previous Presidential election, due 90 days prior to the general election (2012: 436,683; 1% = 4,367) (§ 11-113(c)(2)).
· Presidential paperwork due 60 days prior to the general election  (§ 11-113(c)(1)).

Current Status:
Recognized. 
IDAHO
Elections:

http://www.sos.idaho.gov/elect/eleindex.htm
Election Law:

http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title34/T34.htm (title 34)
 
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 2% of the votes cast for President in the last presidential election (2012: 666,290; 2% = 13,326) (§ 34-501(c)).
· Petitions must be turned in to the Secretary of State no later than August 30 of the year in which the party wishes to participate in a general election. Cannot start collecting signatures before August 30 of the previous year (§ 34-501(c)(D),(c)(G)).
· Retention: must run at least 3 candidates for state or national office, including President (VP doesn’t count) in most recent general election (§ 34-501(a)), 
· …or by having one of its candidates for state or national office get 3% of the votes cast for Governor or President in that election (§ 34-501(b)).
· Can run as an Independent candidate for federal office by collecting signatures (1,000 US Senate, 500 US House), due the 10th Friday prior to the primary election (§ 34-704,708)., which is held on the 3rd Tuesday in May (§ 34-601(1)).
· Can run as an Independent candidate for President by collecting 1,000 signatures by August 25 of the election year (§ 34-708.A).
· Presidential paperwork due September 1 of the election year (§ 34-711).

Current Status:
Recognized. Ran more than 3 candidates for state or national office in 2014.
ILLINOIS 
Elections:

http://www.elections.illinois.gov/
Candidate Information:

http://www.elections.il.gov/Downloads/ElectionInformation/PDF/2012CanGuide.pdf
Election Law:

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=170&ChapterID=3. 
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party and for retention, candidate for Governor must get more than 5%.

· If a statewide non-gubernatorial candidate in a general election gets 5%, can run statewide candidates. 5% for any candidate for the US House allows ballot access for that specific seat.

· If the party is not recognized, can run candidates by collecting signatures equal to 1% of those who voted in the last general election, or 25,000, whichever is less. Must also run a full slate of statewide candidates.
· Can also run a congressional candidate by collecting signatures equal to 5% of the votes cast in that district in the preceding general election, or 25,000 signatures, whichever is less. For a general election following a census, 5,000 signatures (10 ILCS 5/10-2).
· Signatures must be collected in a 90-day period prior to the date for candidates to file (2016: March 22) (10 ILCS 5/10-4)), and are due between  134 and 141 days prior to general election (2016: June 20-27) (10 ILCS 5/10-6)).
· If party is recognized, must collect signatures (statewide 5,000; US House 0.5% of the votes cast in the preceding general election in that district), due between 106 and 113 days prior to the primary election (10 ILCS 5/7-12(1)), which is held on the third Tuesday in March (5/2A-1.1(a)). Cannot start petitioning more than 90 days prior to the filing deadline.

Current Status:
Unrecognized.
INDIANA
Elections:
 
 http://www.in.gov/sos/elections/
Candidate Information: 
http://www.in.gov/sos/elections/files/2012_Candidate_Guide_11-29-11_version.pdf
Election Law: 
 http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title3/  (Title 3)

Ballot Access:


· To become a recognized party and for retention, candidate for Secretary of State must get 2% (IC 3-8-4-1).
· If party is not recognized, a candidate may run for office by collecting signatures equal to 2% of the votes cast for Secretary of State (2010 = 1,709,734; 2% = 34,195 signatures for statewide office) in that specific election district in which the candidate is running for office  (IC 3-8-6-3). 
· Independent and non-recognized-party candidate petitions are due between the first day of the period a declaration of candidacy can be filed, which is 118 days prior to the primary election (IC 3-8-2-4(a)), and June 30 of the election year (IC 3-8-6-10(b)).
· Primary elections held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May (IC 3-8-6-10(b)).
· If the candidate for Secretary of State receives 10%, then the party is a major party. If the candidate gets between 2% and 10%, then the party is a minor party. Minor parties nominate by convention (IC 3-8-4-10).  List of minor party candidates nominated at convention, including President, must be submitted by noon on July 15 (IC 3-8-7-8).

· Major party candidate for US House must collect 4,500 signatures, with 500 from each congressional district, due 91 days prior to the primary election (IC 3-8-2-10(a)).

Current Status:
Recognized minor party.
IOWA
Elections:

http://sos.iowa.gov/
Ballot Access News: http://www.ballot-access.org/2012/08/two-iowa-voters-challenge-gary-johnson-placement-on-iowa-ballot/
Election Law:

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/ElectionLaws/ElectionLaws.pdf
Candidates Guide (2014):
http://sos.iowa.gov/elections/pdf/candidates/2014gencandguide.pdf
Ballot Access:

· To be a recognized party and for retention, candidate for Governor or President must get 2% (§ 43.2).

· To get candidates on the ballot if the party is not recognized, must collect signatures: statewide 1,500 (minimum 10 counties), US House 1,500/# of congressional districts (375) (§ 45.1).
· Can also get candidates on the ballot by nominating conventions. Must have at least 250 electors for President, 50 for US House (§ 44.1).
· Can get candidates on the ballot by using above convention method and collecting 250 signatures, as the LPIA used this method to get 2012 Presidential candidate Gary Johnson on the ballot (see Ballot Access News article, above). 

· All petitions and paperwork, including that for President, must be turned in between 81 and 99 days prior to the general election (2014: July 28 – August 15) (§ 44.4(1)). Can start petitioning any time.
· No substitution (§ 45.5).

Current Status:
Unrecognized.
KANSAS
Elections:

http://www.kssos.org/elections/elections.html
Election Standards – Candidates:   


http://www.kssos.org/forms/elections/election_standards/ChapIV-Candidates.pdf
Election Law:

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/statute/025_000_0000_chapter/ (chapter 25)

Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 2% of the votes cast in the most recent election for Governor (2014: 847,988; 2% = 16,960).
· Signatures must be submitted by noon, June 1 of the election year in which the party wishes to run candidates (KS 25-302a).
· Retention: statewide candidate must get 1% in each general election (KS 25-302b).
· Can run an Independent candidate for President or statewide office by collecting 5,000 signatures; for US House, 4% of the registered voters of the district or 5,000, whichever is less (KS 25-303b,c).
· Independent candidate signatures due the Monday prior to the primary election (KS 25-305b). 
· Primary elections held on the first Tuesday in August (2016: August 2) (KS 25-203).
· Presidential paperwork due by noon, June 1 (KS 25-205a).
Current Status:
Recognized. Statewide candidates received 1% or more in 
2014.
KENTUCKY
Elections:

http://sos.ky.gov/elections/
Becoming A Candidate: 









  http://sos.ky.gov/elections/BecomingACandidate/Pages/default.aspx
Election Law:
http://elect.ky.gov/laws/Pages/default.aspx


. 
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party and for retention, Presidential candidate must get 20% (KRS 118.015(1)).
· A party whose most recent Presidential candidate did not get 20%, but did get at least 2% is recognized as a “political organization”, and may nominate candidates by primary or convention (KRS 118.325(1)).
· If the party is not recognized, nor is considered a “political organization”, can get a candidate on the ballot by collecting signatures: 5,000 for statewide, 400 for US House.

· Cannot start collecting signatures until the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year prior to the election (2016 elections: November 4) (KRS 118.315(2)). 

· Non-Presidential signatures due the second Tuesday in August (2016: August 9) (118.365(3)).
· Presidential signatures are due the Friday following the first Tuesday in September prior to the election (2016: September 9) (KRS 118.365(6)).

Current Status: 
Unrecognized.

LOUISIANA
Elections:

http://www.sos.louisiana.gov/tabid/68/Default.aspx
Election Law:
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?folder=92 (title 18)

Ballot Access:

· To be a recognized party and for retention, must have 1,000 registered voters 90 days prior to the opening of the qualifying period of any election (2016: June 10), file a notarized registration statement and pay a fee of $1,000 to the Secretary of State (§ 18.441.B).  
· The qualifying period in gubernatorial elections begins on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in September of the election year. The qualifying period in congressional elections begins on the third Wednesday in August of the election year. Qualifying period open for 3 days (2016: August 17-19) (§ 18.467).  
· Must run a candidate in a primary election at least every 4 years (§ 18.441.B(6)). A party can also maintain party status by having a candidate for statewide office, including  President, get 5% of the votes in a primary or general election (§ 18.441.C(1)).
· Gubernatorial primary election held on the second-to-last Saturday in October (2015: October 24). Gubernatorial general election held on the fourth Saturday after gubernatorial primary (2015: Nov. 21) (§ 18.402.A).
· Primary elections for congressional offices are held on the general election day for other states. General elections, if necessary, are held on the fifth Saturday after the primary election (§ 18.402.B).
· Any candidate who receives a majority of the votes in the primary election is considered elected, and does not participate in the general election (§ 18.511.A), else the top 2 advance to the general election (§ 18.481).
· Presidential paperwork due the 1st Tuesday in September of the election year (2016: September 6) (§ 18.1253.E).

Current Status:
Recognized. Party has 10,707  registered voters @ 11/14.
MAINE
Elections:

http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/index.html
Candidate Info:
http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/2014/guide14.doc
Election Law:

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/21-A/title21-Ach0sec0.html (Title 21-A)

Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must enroll 5,000 voters between December 1 of an even-numbered year and December 1 of the following year. 
· Must file Declaration Of Intent to form a party between Dec. 1 and Dec. 30 prior to enrolling new voters (§21A.303).

· Can also become a political party if  candidate for Governor or President gets 5% (§21A.302).
· Retention: must have at least 10,000 party-registered voters participate in next general election, and hold a caucus in 14 of the 16 counties and a state convention each primary election year. 
· Retention lasts for 2 general election cycles (§21A.301).
· To run a candidate for statewide office, must collect 4,000 - 6,000 signatures; US House 2,000 – 3,000. Cannot start before January 1 of the election year (§21A.354.5,6). Will be listed on ballot as “Libertarian” (§21A.354.1).
· No substitution (§21A.354.1.B).
· Presidential petitions due August 1 of the election year with the SOS, and must be checked by the registrar by July 25. Other candidate petitions due June 1 of the election year, and must be checked by the registrar by May 25 (§21A.354.7, 8-A).
Current Status:
Unrecognized.

MARYLAND
Elections:

http://www.elections.state.md.us/
Election Law: 
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect 10,000 signatures. Signatures cannot be more than 2 years old as of the last qualifying signature (§ 4-102).
· Gets ballot access for 2 general election cycles (§ 4-103(a)(1)).
· Retention: candidate for Governor or President must get 1% (§ 4-103(a)(2)(i)), or…
· party has 1% of the registered voters as of December 31 of the election year. Retains ballot access until the next December 31 (§ 4-103(a)(2)(ii)).

· An Independent candidate can run for office by collecting signatures equal to 1% of those who can vote for that specific race, and the signatures must come from the district of the race in which the candidate is running (§ 5-703(e)(1)).

· Independent and party signatures are due the first Monday in August (§ 5-703(f)(1)).

· Presidential paperwork due 30 days prior to the general election (2016: October 8) (§ 8-503).

Current Status:
Recognized.

MASSACHUSETTS
Elections:
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/eleidx.htm
Candidate Guide (2012):   http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/elepdf/candidates_guide_2012.pdf
Election Law:

http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVIII (title 8)

Ballot Access:

· To be a recognized party, statewide candidate must get 3% of the votes cast in each general election, or the party must have 1% of the voters registered (§ VIII.50.1).

· Registration determined as of February 1 of the election year (§ VIII.53.38A).
· To run as an unrecognized party candidate, cannot be registered with a recognized party 90 days or less prior to the filing deadline for party-recognized candidates (§ VIII.53.6).

· All candidates must collect nomination paper signatures (10,000 President, US Senate, Governor; 5,000 other statewide; 2,000 US House) (§ VIII.53.44). 

· Nomination papers for non-recognized party candidates must be submitted to the  SOS the last Tuesday in August (2016: August 30) (§ VIII.53.10). Papers must be submitted to local election officials for verification 28 days prior to deadline for delivery to SOS (§ VIII.53.46).
· Presidential paperwork due the last Tuesday in August of the election year (2016: August 30) (§ VIII.53.10).
· No substitution (§ VIII.53.8).
Current Status:
Unrecognized.  Has 10,920 registered voters @ 11/14, which 
is 0.25% of the registered voters.
MICHIGAN
Elections:

http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633---,00.html
Election Information:   http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1633_8721_11839---,00.html
Election Law:

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(5lc0hj552pujgi45qe4rd32w))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Act-116-of-1954 (Chapter 168)

Ballot Access:

· To be a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 1% of the votes cast for Governor (2014: 3,137,941; 1% = 31,379). 

· Signatures are due 110 days prior to the general election, and signatures cannot be obtained 180 days before the filing of the petitions.

· Petitions must contain at least 100 signatures from at least ½ of the congressional districts (§ 168.685(1)).
· Retention: candidate must receive 1% of the votes cast for the successful Secretary of State candidate (2014: 1,646,243; 1% = 16,462) (§  168.685(6)).
· Independent statewide candidates, including US President, can get on the ballot by collecting between 30,000 and 60,000 signatures (§ 168.544f).

· At least 100 signatures coming from ½ of the congressional districts. 

· Independent candidate petitions due 110 days prior to the general election. Signatures can be no older than 180 days from date of filing petitions (§ 168.590b,c).
· Presidential paperwork due 1 business day after the state or national convention, whichever is later (§ 168.686).

Current Status:
Recognized. Candidates in 2014 received over 1%.
MINNESOTA
Elections:
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=4
Candidate Information 
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=1783
Election Law:

http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=588#Statutes
 
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 5% of votes cast in the last general election, which must be filed before the close of the primary ballot period (2016: May 31) (2014: 1.973,872 = 98,693), or…

· must have a statewide candidate in the most recent general election receive 5%, or…
· must have at least 45 candidates for state representative, 23 for state senate, 4 candidate for the US House, and candidates for all statewide offices. Retains major party status for 2 general elections. (§ 200.02.sub 7).
· Primary elections held on the second Tuesday in August (2016: August 9) (204D.03).

· If party is not recognized, can run non-Presidential candidates by collecting signatures 144 days prior to the primary (2016: March 18), and must be submitted between 70 and 84 days prior to the primary election (2014: May 17 to May 31) (statewide 2,000;  US House 1,000) (204B.08,.09).
· Can collect equal number of signatures in lieu of the filing fee (204B.11.sub 2).
· Can run a Presidential candidate by gathering 2,000 petition signatures between start of primary filing period and 77 days prior to general election (2016: May 18 to August 23) (204B.09(c)).

Current Status:
Unrecognized.
MISSISSIPPI
Elections:

http://www.sos.ms.gov/elections.aspx
Candidate Qualifying Guide (2012):   






 http://www.sos.ms.gov/links/elections/candidates_lobbyist_center/tab1/2012%20Candidate%20Qualifying%20Guide.pdf
Election Law:

http://www.sos.ms.gov/links/elections/home/tab5/ElectionCodeRev020209.pdf (chapter 15)

Ballot Access:
· Must organize a party according to Election Code 23-15-1053, 1061, and 1063, then can place candidates on the ballot.
· Can run as an Independent candidate by collecting signatures (statewide 1,000;  US House 200). Signatures due the day party-recognized primary candidates must file paperwork and fees, but no earlier than January 1 of the election year (23-15-359).

· Can run as an Independent Presidential candidate by collecting signatures. Signatures due 60 days prior to the general election (23-15-785(1)(2)).

· Presidential paperwork due 60 days prior to the general election (2016: September 9) (§ 23-15-785(1)).
Current Status:
Recognized.

MISSOURI
Elections:

http://www.mo.gov/government/elections-and-voting/
Election Law:
http://www.moga.mo.gov/STATUTES/C115.HTM\
Candidate Information:   
http://www.sos.mo.gov/elections/s_default.asp?id=candidate
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect petition signatures from 10,000 registered voters (§ 115-315).
· Signatures are due the fifteenth Monday prior to the general election. Can submit signatures any time after last general election (§ 115-329).
· After becoming a political party, statewide candidate must get over 2% of the vote. Becomes an established political party (§ 115-317(2)).
· Retention: establishment party - statewide candidate in either of the last 2 general elections must get 2% (§ 115-013.10), (§ 115-317(3)).
· Can run as an Independent candidate (statewide 10,000; else 2% of those who voted for that office in the most recent election for that office (§ 115-321). Filing deadline same as for new party (see above).
· Presidential candidate must be certified to the Secretary of State within the twelfth Tuesday prior to the general election, or within 7 days after the nomination, whichever is later (2016: August 16) (§ 115-399).

Current Status:
Recognized. Several 2014 statewide candidates achieved 2%.

MONTANA
Elections:

http://sos.mt.gov/Elections/index.asp
Election Law:
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/13.htm   (title 13)

Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 5% of the votes cast for the successful gubernatorial candidate, or 5,000 electors, whichever is less.
· Retention: candidate for statewide office within last 2 general elections must get 5% of the votes received by the successful gubernatorial candidate (2010: 318,670; 5% = 15,934).
· Must get signatures from at least 1/3 of the legislative districts, with at least 5% of the votes for the successful gubernatorial candidate in those districts, or 150 electors, whichever is less (§ 13-10-601).
· Petitions are due 92 days prior to the primary election (§ 13-10-601(2)(c)(d)).
· Can run as an Independent candidate by collecting signatures equal to 5% of the votes cast for the office in the previous general election (§ 13-10-502). Can get a party label on the ballot (§ 13-10-501(3)).
· Nominating petitions due one week prior to the primary election (§ 13-10-503). 
· Independent candidate for President must collect 5% of the votes cast for Governor, or 5,000, whichever is less. Petitions due 83 days prior to general election. Can get a party label (§ 13-10-504).
· Presidential paperwork due 76 days prior to the general election (2016: August 22) (§ 13-25-101).

Current Status:
Recognized. Several 2012 candidates received over 5%. 
NEBRASKA
Elections:

http://www.sos.ne.gov/dyindex.html#boxingName. 
Election Law:
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/browse-chapters.php?chapter=32 (chapter 32)

Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 1% of the votes cast for Governor in the most recent gubernatorial election (2010: 487,988; 1% = 4,880). Must get 1% in each of the 3 congressional districts (§ 32-716(1)).
· Petitions must be filed by February 1 of the election year to quality for the primary election, or August 1 to qualify only for the general (§ 32-716(1)).
· Must pay circulators by the hour (§ 32-630(g)).
· Retention: statewide candidate within the last 2 general elections must get 5%, or a combination of candidates which encompass the whole state get 5% in each of their respective districts (§ 32-610).
· If party not recognized, can get on the general election ballot by collecting signatures (statewide 4,000, with 750 per congressional district;  else 20% of the vote for Governor or President in the preceding general election for the specific race, or 2,000, whichever is less (§ 32-618(2)).
· Signatures due September 1 of  the election year (§ 32-617(1)).

· Can run an Independent Presidential candidate by collecting 2,500 signatures, due August 1 of the election year (§ 32-620).
· Presidential candidate must be certified by the Secretary of State no later than September 8 of the election year (§ 32-712).

Current Status:
Recognized. Several 2014 statewide candidates received 5%.

NEVADA
Elections:

http://nvsos.gov/index.aspx?page=3
Election Guide (2014):  











 2013-2014 Minor Party Qualification Guide
Election Law:
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293.html (chapter 293)
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party and for retention, a candidate must get in the most recent general election 1% of the votes cast for  the NV US House races (2014: 513,009; 1% = 5,130), or… 
· must have 1% of the registered voters as of January 1 of the election year, or… 
· collect signatures equal to 1% of the votes cast for all of the NV US House races.
· Party petitions must be submitted to the appropriate county clerk 25 days prior to the filing deadline (§ 293.172.1.c), and then filed with the SOS the third Friday in May prior to the general election (§ 293.1715(2))..
· Can run as an Independent candidate by collecting signatures (statewide 250, others 100), between January 2 and the second Friday after the first Monday in March. Must submit petitions to appropriate county clerk 25 days prior to the final day of the filing period (§ 293.200).
· Independent candidate for President must collect signatures equal to 1% of the votes cast for the NV US House in the most recent general election, and are due the second Friday in August. Must submit petitions to appropriate county clerk 25 days prior to the final day of the filing period (§ 298.109).

· Presidential candidate must file nomination papers by first Tuesday in September (2016: September 6) (§ 293.1725.4).
Current Status:
Recognized. Several 2014 candidates received 1% of the US House cumulative votes.
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Elections:
 
http://sos.nh.gov/Elections.aspx
Filing Information: 
http://sos.nh.gov/nhsos_content.aspx?id=13052
Election Law
:
http://sos.nh.gov/ElecLaws.aspx  (chapters 652-671)
Ballot Access:


· To become a recognized party and for retention, candidate for Governor or US Senator in each general election must get 4% (§ 652.11).
· If party not recognized, candidates must collect signatures (President, US Senate, or Governor  3,000 (1,500 from each of 2 congressional districts), Congress 1,500) (§ 655.40-43).
· Can also run candidates for all partisan offices for election by collecting signatures equal to 3% of the votes cast in the last statewide election (2016: 485,534; 3% = 14,566) (§ 655.42.III). 

· Signatures must be collected in year of election. No substitution (§ 655.40).

· Primary elections held on the second Tuesday in September (2016: September 13) (§ 653.8).

· Candidates and parties must file Declaration of Intent with the SOS between the first Wednesday in June and the Friday of the following week (2016: June 1–10) (§ 655.14).

· Nomination papers and party petitions must be submitted to the supervisors of the checklist on the Wednesday 5 weeks prior to the primary (2016: August 10), and must be returned to the candidates by the Wednesday 2 weeks prior the primary (2014: August 31) (§ 655.41).

· Nomination papers must be delivered to the Secretary of State’s office on the Wednesday 1 week before the primary (2016: September 7) (§ 655.43.I). 

Current Status:
Unrecognized. 
NEW JERSEY
Elections:

http://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/index.html
Candidate Requirements (2013):   
http://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/candidate_pdf/independent-candidate-requirements-2012-0301.pdf
Election Law:

 http://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=2155086&depth=2&expandheadings=off&headingswithhits=on&infobase=statutes.nfo&softpage=TOC_Frame_Pg42 (title 19)

Ballot Access:


· To become a recognized party and for retention, candidates must get 10% of the votes cast for the General Assembly (§ 19:1-1).

· Candidates can get on the ballot by collecting signatures (statewide 800, US House 100) (§ 19:13-5).

· Can have party label on the ballot (§ 19:13-4).

· Can substitute – new candidate must meet signature requirements. Petitions due 64 days prior to general election (§ 19:13-19).
· Primary elections are held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in June  (2015: June 2) (19:2-1).

· Signatures for non-Presidential candidates due the day of the primary election at 4 pm.
· Presidential signatures and paperwork due 99 days prior to the general election (2016: August 1) (§ 19:13-9).
Current Status:
Unrecognized.

NEW MEXICO
Elections:

http://www.sos.state.nm.us/
Election Law:  

http://www.nmonesource.com/NMPublic/gateway.dll/?f=templates&fn=default.htm
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures for 0.5% of the votes cast in the preceding election for Governor (2010: 602,827; ½% = 3,014) (§ 1-7-2.A).
· Signatures are due the 23rd day after the primary election (§ 1-7-2-A, 1-7-4.A) (same as minor candidate filing deadline) (HB 328/SB 125  2014).
· Retention: must have at least one candidate on the ballot within the last two general elections, and if a candidate is running for Governor or President, they must get 0.5% (§ 1-7-2.c).
· Non-Presidential candidates must collect signatures equal to 1% of the votes cast for Governor in the last general election within the district in which they are running for office, and are due 23 days after the primary election (§ 1-8-2.B) (SB125/HB328), which is held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in June (2016: June 7) (§ 1-8-11). 
· Party-recognized candidates can start petitioning October 1 of the year prior to the election (§ 1-8-30d). Independent candidates cannot start petitioning until March 1 of the year of the election (§ 1-8-50e).
· Can run an Independent candidate for office by collecting signatures equal to 3% of the votes cast for Governor at the last general election (§ 1-8-51). Signatures are due 23 days after the primary election (§ 1-8-52).
· Presidential paperwork due 56 days prior to the general election (2016: September 13) (§ 1-15-3).
Current Status:
Recognized. Presidential candidate received over 0.5% in 2012 general election.
NEW YORK
Elections:

http://www.elections.ny.gov/
Running For Office (2012): 
http://www.elections.ny.gov/NYSBOE/download/law/2012RunningForElectiveOffice.pdf
Election Law:  
http://www.elections.ny.gov/NYSBOE/download/law/2013NYElectionLaw.pdf
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party and for retention, candidate for Governor must get 50,000 votes in the most recent gubernatorial election (§ 1-104.3).
· If party not recognized, candidates must collect signatures to get on the ballot as Independent candidates. Statewide offices require 15,000 or 5% of the registered voters, whichever is less (voter registration > 10,000,000 @ 11/10). US House races require 3,500 signatures.
· A minimum of 100 signatures must come from at least half of the congressional districts (§ 6–142).
· Circulators must be in-state registered voters of the candidate’s party, and only voters registered as the candidate’s party can sign (§ 6–140.1.b).
· Signatures must be filed 11 weeks prior to the general election (2016: August 23) (§ 6–158.9), and cannot begin collecting until 6 weeks prior to the filing deadline (July 12)  (§ 6–138.4).

Current Status:
Unrecognized.

NORTH CAROLINA
Elections:

http://www.sboe.state.nc.us/
Election Law:
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/Statutes/StatutesTOC.pl?Chapter=0163
 (chapter 163)

 
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 2% of the votes cast in the last election for Governor, (2012: 4,468,295; 2% = 89,366), of which at least 200 must come from each of 4 congressional districts.

· Signatures are due by noon on the first day of June of the year of the general election (§ 163–96(a)(2)).  
· Retention: candidate for Governor or President must get 2% (§ 163–96(a)(1)). Governor and President elected in same general election, so if party petition is completed prior to a mid-term general election, party is on the ballot for 2 general elections.
· Presidential paperwork due by noon on the first Friday in August of the election year (2016: August 5) (§ 163–209).
Current Status:
Recognized. 2012 gubernatorial candidate received 2%.
NORTH DAKOTA
Elections:

http://www.nd.gov/sos/electvote/
Election Law: 
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t16-1.html
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect 7,000 signatures, due by 4 pm 64 days prior to the primary election, which is held on the second Tuesday in June (2014: June 10) (§ 16.1-11-01).
· Retention: a candidate in a general election for President, Governor, Secretary of State, or Attorney General must get 5% (§ 16.1-11-30).
· Party petitions cannot have signatures dated more than one year prior to the date of the filing of the petitions (§ 1-01-50).
· Can run a Presidential candidate by collecting 4,000 signatures, due 64 days before general election (2016: September 5). Can start petitioning for Presidential candidate on January 1.
· Presidential candidate does get party label (§ 16.1-12-02).
· Can run an Independent statewide candidate by collecting 1,000 signatures, due 64 days prior to the general election (2016: September 5) (§ 16.1-12-04.1).
· Independent statewide candidate cannot start collecting signatures until 150 days prior to the filing deadline (2016: April 8) (§ 16.1-12-02.1).
· Cannot start circulating Presidential petitions until January 1 of election year (§ 16.1-12-02).
· Must pay circulators by the hour (§ 16.1-01-12.11).
Current Status:
Recognized. Candidate for Secretary of State received 5%.
OHIO
Elections:

http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/elections.aspx
Election Law:
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/35 (title 35)

Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 1% of the votes cast for either Governor or President in the most recent general election (2014: 3,001,794; 1% = 30,018). 

· At least 500 signatures must come from half of the congressional districts.

· Retention: candidate for Governor or President must get 3%. Party is recognized for 2 general election cycles (§ 3517.01(A)(1)).

· Party petitions must be filed 125 days before the general election (2016: July 6) (§ 3517.012).  
· The primary is held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March (2014: May 6) (§ 3501.01(E)(1)).
· Can run Independent candidates for statewide office by collecting 5,000 signatures (15,000 maximum). Independent Presidential candidate must file 90 days prior to the general election (2016: August 10); non-Presidential candidates must file by 4 pm the day prior to the primary election (§ 3513.257).

· Presidential paperwork due 90 days prior to the general election (2016: August 10) (§ 3505.10).
· Note: legislature passed law recently which requires parties in 2014 to collect  signatures equal to ½ of 1% of the vote for President in 2012, and  for future elections will be 1% of the vote for President or Governor in the most recent general election. Party retention in 2014 will be 2% of the vote for Governor, and in future elections will be 3% of the vote for Governor or President.
Current Status: 
Unrecognized.
OKLAHOMA
Elections:

http://www.ok.gov/elections/
HB 1615:

https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/53rd/2011/1R/HB/1615.pdf
Election Law:
http://www.oklegislature.gov/osStatuesTitle.aspx (title 26)

Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must gather signatures equal to 5% of the votes in the last election for either Governor or President (2014: 823,761; 5% = 41,188).
· The Notice of Intent to form a political party cannot be filed between March 1 and November 15 of an even-numbered year, and petitions cannot be circulated between June 1 and November 15 of an even-numbered year.
· Petitions must be turned in by March 1 of an even-numbered year, and within 1 year after Notice of Intent is filed (§ 26-1-108) (see above “HB 165”).  
· Retention: candidate for Governor or President must get 10% (§ 26-1-109.A).
· Presidential paperwork due 90 days prior to the general election (2016: August 10) (§ 26-10-101). 

· Can run an Independent candidate for President by gathering signatures equal to 3% of the vote in the last presidential election (3% = 40,047).
· Petitions must be turned in by July 15 of the election year. Independent Presidential paperwork due September 1 (§ 26-10-101.1).

Current Status:
Unrecognized. 
OREGON
Elections:

http://oregonvotes.org/
Minor Parties:
Minor Political Party Formation and Candidate Nominating Manual
Election Law:
http://www.sos.state.or.us/elections/doc/publications/elec_law.pdf  (title 23)
Ballot access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 1.5% of the votes cast in the most recent election for Governor (2010: 1,453,548 => 21,804). 

· Petitions must be filed within 2 years of the date of the filing of the prospective petition (ORS 248.008.(1)(a)).
· Retention: must either have at least 0.5% of the registered voters at any time between the date of the primary election (2016: May 17) and 90 days prior to the general election (2016: August 10) ORS 248.008.4(b)), or…

· a candidate for state office must get 1% of the vote for a statewide candidate (including President) in their district, and the party must have 0.1% of the registered voters between the following primary election and 9 days prior to the general election (ORS 248.008.4(a)).
· No less than 10 days prior to a nominating convention, notice must be published at least once in at least 3 newspapers of general circulation within the state. The notice shall contain the time, place and offices for which nominations are to be made (ORS 248.009(3)).
· Presidential paperwork due 70 days prior to the election (ORS 248.355(2).

Current Status:
Recognized. 2014 Statewide candidate received over 1%, and current voter registration is 17,825 (0.08%) as of 10/14.

PENNSYLVANIA
Elections:
http://www.dos.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/voting_and__elections/12363
Information on ballot access and running for office:  
 General Information About Running for Public Office
Election Law:
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/PDF/1937/0/0320..PDF
Ballot Access:
· A political party is any party or political body, one of whose candidates at the general election preceding the primary polled at least 2% of the largest entire vote cast for any elected candidate in each of at least ten counties, and polled a total statewide vote of at least 2% of the largest entire vote cast in the State for any elected candidate (PA 801(a)).
· A minor political party is one where voter registration is less than 15% of the registered voters in the state as of the close of registration prior to the preceding November election (PA 912.2(a)).

· If party is a minor party or is not recognized (“political body”), to run for office, candidates must obtain signatures from registered voters of the district for the office in which they are running in an amount equal to at least 2% of the largest entire vote cast for an elected candidate at the last election within the district (PA 951(b)).
· Can collect signatures for candidates for multiple offices simultaneously (PA 951c).  Substitution allowed (PA 980).
· Nomination papers must be circulated between the 10th Wednesday prior to the primary election (2016: February 17), and August 1 (PA 953(b)).
· Presidential electors must be nominated 30 days after the national nominating convention (PA 918).

Current Status:
Recognized minor party. 
RHODE ISLAND
Elections:

http://www.elections.ri.gov/
Running For Office (2012):
http://sos.ri.gov/documents/elections/RunForOffice2014.pdf
Election Law:

http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/INDEX.HTM (title 17)
 
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party and for retention, candidate for Governor or President must get 5%, or must collect signatures equal to 5% of the votes cast for either Governor or President in the most recent general election (2014: 322,324; 5% = 16,116).
· If party wishes to nominate candidates by primary, signatures must be filed by June 1; to nominate by convention, due by August 1 (§ 17-1-2(9)). 
· All candidates must collect signatures for office (Independent President, Governor and US Senate 1,000; US House 500) (§ 17-14-7).
· Signatures are due at 4 pm 60 days prior to primary election (2016: July 15), except for Independent Presidential candidates (see below) (§ 17-14-11).
· Can run an Independent Presidential candidate; must have up to 4 electors file by the last Mo/Tu/We in June (2016: June 27-29), and must collect 1,000 signatures 60 days prior to the general election (2016: September 9) .
· Independent Presidential elector nomination papers issued within 4 days of the close for filing Declarations Of Candidacy (2016: July 4) (§ 17-14-4).
Current Status:
Unrecognized.

SOUTH CAROLINA
Elections:

http://www.scvotes.org/
Candidate Info:
http://www.scvotes.org/candidate_information
Election Law:
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/title7.php
 (title 7)
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect 10,000 signatures 6 months before the election in which the party wishes to participate.
· Retention: must run a candidate in 1 of 2 consecutive general elections (§ 7-9-10).

· The party must also have at least one county organization hold an annual convention, by March 31 in the year of a general election. (§ 7-9-70,80).

· The state organization must also conduct an annual convention, to be held by May 15 in the year of a general election, and at least 2 weeks after the county convention. (§ 7-9-90,100).

· Presidential paperwork due September 10 of the election year (§ 7-13-350(B)).
Current Status:
Recognized. Ran candidates in 2014 general election.
SOUTH DAKOTA
Elections:

https://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/default.aspx
Election Laws: 

http://legis.state.sd.us/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Statute=12&Type=Statute (title 12)
 
Ballot Access:


· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 2.5% of the total votes cast for governor in the last gubernatorial election (2014: 277,248;  2.5% = 6,931).
· Signatures cannot be more than one year old as of the date of submitting the petitions.

· If party petition completed in a Presidential election year, party is on the ballot for 2 general election cycles.

· Signatures must be turned in by the last Tuesday in March of the year of the election (2016: March 29) (§ 12.5.1).  
· Retention: candidate for Governor must get 2.5% (§ 12.1.3(10)).  
· Can run an Independent Presidential candidate by collecting signatures equal to 1% of the votes cast for Governor (2,772), due by the first Tuesday in August (2016: August 2), and cannot start circulating petitions until January 1 of election year. 
· No substitution (§ 12.7.7).
· Circulator for Independent Presidential candidate must be in-state registered voter (§ 12.1.3(9), § 12.6.8).

Current Status:
Unrecognized.
TENNESSEE
Elections:

http://www.state.tn.us/sos/election/
Election Law:
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/tncode/ (title 2)
 
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 2.5% of the votes cast for Governor in the most recent gubernatorial election (2014: 1,343,936; 2.5% = 33,599)  (§ 2-1-104(24)). 
· If party wishes to participate in primary election, must submit petitions on the third Thursday 3 months prior to the primary at noon (2016: April 21). To participate only in the general election, petitions must be submitted on the third Thursday 3 months prior to the general election at noon (2016: July 21) (§ 2-13-107(c)).
· Retention; statewide candidate within last 4 years must get 5% of the votes cast for Governor in the most recent gubernatorial election  (§ 2-1-104(31)(a)).
· Can run as Independent candidates, by collecting 25 signatures per electoral district. 275 signatures minimum for Presidential candidate, with 25 signatures from each electoral district (§ 2-5-101(b)(1)).
· Non-Presidential signatures due at noon on the first Thursday in April (2016: April 7) (§ 2-5-101(a)(1)).
· Cannot start collecting signatures until 90 days prior to the filing deadline (non-Pres: January 8, 2016; Presidential: May 20, 2016) (§ 2-5-102(b)(5)). 
· Presidential signatures and paperwork are due the 3rd Thursday 3 months prior to the election, noon (2016: August 18) (§ 2-5-101(a)). 
· State and federal primary elections are held the first Thursday in August of an even-numbered year (2016: August 4) (§ 2-1-104(26)).
· No substitution (§ 2-5-102(b)(1)).
Current Status:
Unrecognized. 

TEXAS
Elections:

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml
Election Law:
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/?link=EL

 
Ballot Access:


· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 1% of the number of votes cast for Governor in the most recent gubernatorial election (2014: 4,707,388; 1% = 47,074), and are due 75 days after the date of the precinct convention (§ 181.005(a),6).
· Party petition signers cannot have voted in a primary election or participated in another party’s convention during the year of the election (§ 181.006(g)).
· Signatures cannot be collected until after the date of the party’s precinct conventions (§ 181.006(j)). Precinct conventions are held on the second Tuesday in March (§ 181.061(c)).
· Retention: statewide candidate must get 5% in each general election (§ 181.005(b)). If gubernatorial candidate gets 2%, party retains ballot access through the next gubernatorial election (§ 172.002(a)).
· Can run an Independent candidate for President by collecting signatures equal to 1% of those who voted for President in the most recent election. Petition signers cannot have voted in a primary election in that year. Cannot start collecting signatures until after the Presidential primary election, which is held the first Tuesday in March (§ 41.007), and are due the second Monday in May of the year of the election (§ 192.032). 

· Presidential paperwork due 70 days prior to the general election (2016: August 31) (§ 192.031(3)).
Current Status:
Recognized. Several 2014 statewide candidates received 5%.

UTAH
Elections:

http://elections.utah.gov/
Election Law:
http://le.utah.gov/UtahCode/chapter.jsp?code=20A
 (title 20A)
 
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect 2,000 signatures.
· Cannot start collecting until after the canvass of the prior general election (roughly the end of November), and are due February 15 of the year of the general election (§ 20A-8-103).
· Retention: candidate must get 2% of all of the votes cast for the US House races within the last 2 general elections (2014: 565,970; 2% = 11,319) (§ 20A-8-101(1)).
· Can run an Independent statewide candidate by collecting 1,000 signatures from registered voters for statewide office, or signatures equal to 5% of the registered voters in the district in which the candidate is running for office or 300, whichever is less (§ 20A-9-502(2)).
· Signatures for Independent non-Presidential candidates are due between the second Thursday and the third Friday in March (§ 20A-9-202(1)).

· Signatures for Independent Presidential candidates are due August 15 of the year of the election (§ 20A-9-503(3)).

· Presidential paperwork due August 31 of the year of the election (§ 20A-9-202(4)(a)).

Current Status:
Recognized. 2014 candidate for Attorney General received 
over 2% of the cumulative vote for the US House races.
VERMONT
Elections:

http://vermont-elections.org/soshome.htm
Political Party Organizing:
https://www.sec.state.vt.us/media/68115/Guide-to-Party-Org-Statutory-Duties.doc
Election Law:
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/statutes/chapters.cfm?Title=17 (title 17)
Ballot Access:

· Can run candidates by organizing in at least 10 towns between September 10 and September 30 in odd-numbered years (§ 17 VSA 2381(b)).
· If party not recognized, candidate can get on the ballot by collecting  signatures (President 1,000; Congress 500) (§ 17 VSA 2402). 
· Petitions and Presidential candidate consent forms are due the second Thursday following the first Monday in June (2016: June 16) (§ 17 VSA 2356, 2401, 2402).

· No substitution (§ 17 VSA 2402(a)(2)). 

Current Status:
Recognized.
VIRGINIA
Elections:

http://www.sbe.virginia.gov/
Election Law:
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+TOC2402000 (title 24.2)

Ballot Access:


· To become a recognized party, statewide candidate must get 10% in either of the last 2 statewide general elections in which a statewide office was on the ballot.
· Party must have a state central committee and chair in existence 6 months prior to the filing of any nominee for office (§ 24.2-101).

· If the party is not recognized, can run candidates by collecting signatures: statewide 10,000, with 400 from each congressional district; US House 1,000.
· Can start collecting after January 1 of year of election.

· Signatures are due the second Tuesday in June (2016: June 14) (§ 24.2-507).
· If party is not recognized, candidates can have an “L” by their name on the ballot by having the state recognize the party’s existence 6 months preceding the filing for office (§ 24.2-613).
· Can run an Independent candidate for President by collecting 5,000 signatures, with 200 from each congressional district, due by noon 74 days prior to the general election (§ 24.2-543).

· Presidential paperwork and signatures are due by noon 74 days before the general election (2016: August 26) (§ 24.2-542).
Current Status:

Unrecognized.

WASHINGTON
Elections:

http://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/Default.aspx
Candidate/Top-two FAQs:
http://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/faqcandidates.aspx
Election Law:
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?Cite=29A (title 29A)

Ballot Access:
· Candidate must pay as a filing fee 1% of the annual salary of the office, or the same amount in petition signatures of registered voters from the district of the office in which candidate is running (§ 29A.24.091). 
· Filing period begins on the Monday two weeks prior to Memorial Day, and end on the following Friday (2016: May 7 to July 23) (29A.24.050).

· Candidates must participate in a top-two primary election (RCW 29A.52.112), which is held the first Tuesday in August (2016: August 2).
· Recognized party is one where Presidential candidate at the most recent Presidential election gets 5% (RCW 29A.04.086). Can nominate candidate for President without collecting signatures.

· If not a recognized party, can run a Presidential candidate by convening a state convention. Conventions must be held either between the first Saturday in May and the fourth Saturday in July (RCW 29A.56.610).
· Notice of the convention must be printed in a newspaper of general circulation in the county where the convention is being held (RCW 29A.56.620).

· Convention must have at least 100 registered voters in attendance. Must submit at least 1,000 signatures (29A.56.610).

· Presidential signatures and paperwork are due 10 days after the close of the nominating convention. No substitution (§ 29A.56.660).  Must also be filed by the first Friday in August (2016: August 5) (29A.56.640).
Current Status:
Unrecognized.

WEST VIRGINIA
Elections:

http://www.sos.wv.gov/elections/Pages/default.aspx
Election Law:
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/WVCODE/Code.cfm?chap=03&art=1 (chapter 3)

Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party and for retention, candidate for Governor must get 1% (§ 3-1-8).
· To get on the ballot, must collect signatures equal to 1% of the votes cast for that specific race in the last general election (Governor - 7,057; President - 7,135) (§ 3-5-23(c)).
· Can collect signatures for multiple candidates simultaneously (§ 3-5-23(a)).
· Signatures must be turned in by August 1 of the year of the election (§ 3-5-24(a)). Presidential paperwork also due on this date.
· Circulators can be from out-of-state, but must apply for credentials in each county they wish to work (§ 3-5-23b). Can be attained by mail.

Current Status:
Recognized. 
WISCONSIN
Elections:

http://gab.wi.gov/elections-voting
Election Law:

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/prefaces/toc
Ballot Access:

· To become a recognized party, must collect 10,000 signatures. Must include at least 1,000 signatures each from a minimum of 3 congressional districts. 
· Petitions must be turned in by April 1 of the year in which the party wishes to participate in the primary, and cannot start circulating until January 1 of the same year (§ 5.62(2)(a)).
· Retention: statewide candidate in a gubernatorial election must get 1%. If election is in a Presidential year, Presidential candidate must get 1% (§ 5.62(1)(b)(1)).
· All candidates must collect signatures (statewide 2,000; US House 1,000). Can start petitioning April 15 of the election year, and are due June 1 (§ 8.15).
· Non-recognized party candidates on the ballot as “Independent” (§ 8.20(9)).
· Can run an Independent Presidential candidate by collecting between 2,000 and 4,000 signatures (§ 8.20(4)). 
· Petitions can only be circulated for an Independent Presidential candidate between July 1 and the 1st Tuesday in August (2016: August 2) (§ 8.20(8)(am)).
· No substitution (§ 8.20(2)).
· Presidential paperwork due the first Tuesday in September (2016: September 6) (§ 8.16(7)).
Current Status:
Recognized. Several 2014 statewide candidates received 1%.
WYOMING
Elections:

http://soswy.state.wy.us/Elections/Elections.aspx
Political Party Information:   


http://soswy.state.wy.us/Elections/PoliticalPartyInfo.aspx
Election Law:
http://soswy.state.wy.us/Elections/ElectionStatute.aspx (title 22)

Ballot Access:


· To become a recognized party, must collect signatures equal to 2% of the votes cast in the most recent general election for the US House Representative  (§ 22-4-402(d)).
· Petitions must be turned in by June 1 of the year of the election the party wishes to participate (§ 22-4-402(a)).   
· Cannot start circulating before April 1 of the year prior to the general election (§ 22-4-402(e)).   
· Retention: candidate for the US House, Governor, or Secretary of State must get 2% (§ 22-1-102(xviii)).
· Can get on the ballot as an Independent candidate for statewide office by collecting signatures equal to 2% of the votes for US House in the previous general election. For non-statewide office, 2% of the votes cast in the previous general election for office in which running for (§ 22-5-304).

· Independent candidate petitions due 70 days prior to general election (§ 22-5-307).

· Presidential paperwork due 30 days after the state convention (§ 22-19-102(a)).   
Current Status:
Recognized major party. 2014 SOS candidate received 10%.
