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The members of the 2016 Awards Committee are Tim Hagan, Daniel Hayes, Kevin Knedler, Jim Lark, and Roland Riemers.  The Committee members were elected by the LNC during the November 2015 meeting.  
In March and April the Committee solicited nominations from LP members by various means, including an article in LP News, e-mails to the LP e-mail list, and a blog post on LP.com.  At least 63 people submitted nominations for the four national awards (Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry, Thomas Paine, and Thomas Jefferson) and/or induction into the Hall of Liberty.
The Committee evaluated the nominations for the Hall of Liberty and elected Ron Paul and Bill Redpath.  As specified by the LNC Policy Manual, election was by unanimous vote of the Committee.

In addition, the Committee selected the following award recipients:

Samuel Adams Award: Wendy Adams

Patrick Henry Award:  Will Hammer

Thomas Paine Award:  Jason Scheurer

Thomas Jefferson Award:  BetteRose Ryan

For each award, the Committee selected a “short list” of at most three nominees.  Inclusion of a nominee on that list required a majority vote of the entire Committee, combined with an absence of opposition to that nominee.  Award recipients were then selected from each short list.  Selection of each recipient required a majority vote of the entire Committee.

The names of the previous recipients of the Adams, Paine, Henry, and Jefferson Awards, along with the names of the Hall of Liberty members, are enclosed below in an appendix.  

The Committee expresses its gratitude to the following people:
*  Carla Howell and Robert Kraus, for their help in distributing information about the awards process

*  Robert Kraus, for preparing a webpage (www.lp.org/lpawards) on LP.org that provides information about the awards and lists the recipients and Hall of Liberty inductees

*  Eric Dixon, for his work to prepare video presentations for the awards ceremonies
*  Kevin Knedler, for making the arrangements to design and produce the trophies, and for underwriting some of the costs

*  The many LP members who submitted nominations.
The Committee suggests that the LNC consider the following issue before the next Hall of Liberty election.
In advance of the 2012 national convention the 2012 Awards Committee instituted a new award (the Patrick Henry Award) to recognize very effective Libertarian Party candidates and campaigns.  In addition, the Committee instituted the Hall of Liberty, induction into which “… is to honor lifetime or significant achievement that has made a lasting impact on the Libertarian Party and/or libertarian movement.”

In a related action the Committee changed the purpose of the Jefferson Award.  Specifically, the Committee provided the following description of the Jefferson Award as follows:

Thomas Jefferson Leadership Award with recognition of outstanding leadership, high character, and dedication to the principles and goals of the Party.

The description is in contrast to the description given by the organizers of the 1996 national convention, who instituted the Adams, Paine, and Jefferson Awards.  The Jefferson Award was instituted to serve as the award for lifetime achievement, and thus to serve as the highest honor the Libertarian Party could bestow.

By instituting the Hall of Liberty awards and changing the purpose of the Jefferson Award from lifetime achievement to “outstanding leadership, high character, and dedication to the principles and goals of the Party,” the Committee inadvertently created what may reasonably be considered a discontinuity in the awards.  

That is, prior to 2012, the Jefferson Award was given for lifetime achievement.  As of the 2012 national convention, induction into the Hall of Liberty is to honor lifetime or significant achievement, whereas the Jefferson Award has been given for outstanding leadership, high character, and dedication to the principles and goals of the Party.

As the chair of the 2016 Awards Committee, allow me to suggest that the LNC (or some subcommittee thereof) consider ways to deal with this discontinuity.  In the interest of full disclosure please note that I am a recipient (along with Ruth Bennett) of the 2008 Jefferson Award.

APPENDIX:  Libertarian Party national award recipients and Hall of Liberty members

1996:

Samuel Adams Award:  Don Ernsberger

Thomas Paine Award:  Jacob Hornberger

Thomas Jefferson Award:   David Nolan

1998:

Samuel Adams Award:  Steve Dasbach

Thomas Paine Award:  Harry Browne

Thomas Jefferson Award:   David Bergland

2000:

Samuel Adams Award:  Richard Rider

Thomas Paine Award:  Michael Cloud

Thomas Jefferson Award:   Ed Clark

2002:

Samuel Adams Award:  Bruce Baechler

Thomas Paine Award:  Richard Pearl

Thomas Jefferson Award:  John Perry

2004:

Samuel Adams Award:  Jim Lark

Thomas Paine Award:  Mary Ruwart

Thomas Jefferson Award:  Ron Crickenberger

2006:

Samuel Adams Award:  Michael Badnarik

Thomas Paine Award:  John Stossel

Thomas Jefferson Award:  Harry Browne 

2008:

Samuel Adams Award:  Bill Hall

Thomas Paine Award:  Mike Ferguson, Eric Schansberg

Thomas Jefferson Award:  Ruth Bennett, Jim Lark

2010:

Samuel Adams Award:  Michael Johnston, Kevin Knedler 

Thomas Paine Award:  Rex Bell

Thomas Jefferson Award:  Bill Redpath 

2012:

Patrick Henry Award:  Lex Green, Travis Irvine 

Samuel Adams Award:  Clyde Garland

Thomas Paine Award:  Jim Lark 

Thomas Jefferson Award:  Sharon Harris 

Hall of Liberty:  Ed Clark, John Hospers, Roger MacBride, Tonie Nathan, David Nolan

2014:

Patrick Henry Award:  Rupert Boneham, Robert Sarvis
Samuel Adams Award:  Hardy Macia  

Thomas Paine Award:  Sharon Harris
Thomas Jefferson Award:  Pat Dixon
Hall of Liberty:  Harry Browne, Richard Winger 

2016:

Patrick Henry Award:  Will Hammer
Samuel Adams Award:  Wendy Adams
Thomas Paine Award:  Jason Scheurer
Thomas Jefferson Award:  BetteRose Ryan
Hall of Liberty:  Ron Paul, Bill Redpath 

-----
-----
Patrick Henry Award:

2012:  Lex Green, Travis Irvine 

2014:  Rupert Boneham, Robert Sarvis 

2016:  Will Hammer
Samuel Adams Award:

1996:  Don Ernsberger

1998:  Steve Dasbach

2000:  Richard Rider

2002:  Bruce Baechler

2004:  Jim Lark

2006:  Michael Badnarik

2008:  Bill Hall

2010:  Michael Johnston, Kevin Knedler 

2012:  Clyde Garland 

2014:  Hardy Macia
2016:  Wendy Adams
Thomas Paine Award:

1996:  Jacob Hornberger

1998:  Harry Browne

2000:  Michael Cloud

2002:  Richard Pearl

2004:  Mary Ruwart

2006:  John Stossel

2008:  Mike Ferguson, Eric Schansberg

2010:  Rex Bell 

2012:  Jim Lark

2014:  Sharon Harris
2016:  Jason Scheurer
Thomas Jefferson Award:   

1996:  David Nolan

1998:  David Bergland

2000:  Ed Clark

2002:  John Perry

2004:  Ron Crickenberger

2006:  Harry Browne

2008:  Ruth Bennett, Jim Lark

2010:  Bill Redpath

2012:  Sharon Harris

2014:  Pat Dixon
2016:  BetteRose Ryan
Hall of Liberty:  

2012:  Ed Clark, John Hospers, Roger MacBride, Tonie Nathan, David Nolan

2014:  Harry Browne, Richard Winger

2016:  Ron Paul, Bill Redpath
