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Number of Convention Delegates 

 

LP Bylaws Article 10.3 establishes the methodology for calculating the number of delegates your 

affiliate is entitled to. It states: 

 

"Affiliate Party Delegate Entitlements:  
Each affiliate party shall be entitled to send delegates to each Regular Convention on the 
following basis:  

a. One delegate for each 0.14 percent, or fraction thereof, of the total Party 
sustaining membership in that affiliate; provided that at least one such delegate 
must be a resident of that State or District.  

b. One delegate for each 0.35 percent, or fraction thereof, of the votes cast 
nationwide for the Libertarian Party candidate in the most recent presidential 
election, cast in that affiliate's state." 

 

Since there are approximately 714 slices of a whole at 0.14% each and 286 at 0.35% each, a 

Libertarian Party convention will have slots for at least 1000 delegates. Since affiliates are 

credited for ‘fractions thereof’, the result is approximately 1051 possible delegates. 

 

See the Delegate Allocation Table at the end of this document for the delegate allocations for 

each affiliate in 2016. 

 

Sustaining Members Counted in Delegate Allocation 

Bylaws Article 4.3 defines a sustaining member:  

“Sustaining member” is any Party member who has given at least $25 to the Party in the 
prior twelve months, or who is a life member.  

Bylaws Article 4.5 directs us to also include as sustaining members: 

“Higher levels of contribution by or on behalf of a Party member qualify as sustaining 
member status for any provision of these Bylaws.”  

Bylaws Article 4.6 directs us to count sustaining members for delegate allocation: 

“Only sustaining members shall be counted for delegate apportionment and National 
Committee representation.[…]”  

Bylaws Article 10.4.1 indicates the date on which the sustaining membership is measured in 

order to calculate delegate allocations: 

 

“In order to be counted for delegate allocation, sustaining membership applications must 
be sent to the National Headquarters by either the individual member or the affiliate 
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party and received or postmarked no later than the last day of the seventh month prior to 
the Regular Convention.” 

 

The first business session of the 2018 national convention will be on July 1, 2018.  The last day 

of the seventh month prior to that date was December 31, 2017. 

 

Alternate Allocations 

 

Each affiliate may also name alternates who can fill in for a delegate in accordance with the 

conditions and procedures in LP Bylaws Article 10.6.  The number of alternates your state can 

name is determined by LP Bylaws Article 10.4.c, which states: 

 

“The number of alternates' names submitted shall not exceed the greater of 50 or the 
number of delegates allocated.” 

 

If you have fewer than 50 delegates, you may name up to 50 alternates.  If you have more than 

50 delegates, you may name as many alternates as you have delegates. 

 

 

 

Regions of the National Committee 

 

LP Bylaws Article 7.2.c describes how your affiliate party can band together with others to form 

a "representative region" to gain representation on the Libertarian National Committee.  

 

This bylaw provision states: 

 

“Any affiliate party with 10% or more of the total national party sustaining membership 
within affiliate parties (as determined for delegate allocation) shall be entitled to one 
National Committee representative and one alternate for each 10% of national sustaining 
membership. Affiliate parties may, by mutual consent, band together to form 
"representative regions," and each such "region" with an aggregate national party 
sustaining membership of 10% or more shall be entitled to one National Committee 
representative and one alternate for each 10% of national party sustaining membership. 
"Representative regions" may be formed or dissolved once every two years during a 
period beginning 90 days before the beginning of and ending on the second day of the 
National Convention, and notice of new formations or dissolutions must be given in 
writing to the national Secretary prior to the close of the Convention at which they take 
place.” 

 

See the Delegate Allocations Table at the end of this document for your affiliate’s sustaining 

membership as determined for delegate allocation as well as the percentage of national 

membership that it represents. 
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The region formation period begins 90 days before the start of the convention (April 2, 2018) 

and ends the second day of the convention (July 2, 2018). 

 

At the convention the Secretary will provide a form to use for reporting regional formations. 

 

Some regions opt to use regional formation agreements to document mutually agreed upon rules 

for their region before any future disputes arise.  A recommended basic regional agreement is 

included at the end of this document, though you are not required to use this particular one or 

any one at all. 

 

Below are two default rules that are in effect for your region unless you have a regional 

formation agreement stating otherwise. 

 

LP Bylaws Article 7.8:  “A National Committee Regional Representative may be removed 
and replaced only by the act of the affiliate parties which constitute the subject region. 
The voting procedure for the removal and replacement of regional representatives shall 
be determined by the regions. In the absence of any such procedures, a majority vote of 
the state chairs shall prevail.” 

 

Convention Rule 8.4:  “In the event a region has not otherwise provided for the election 
of its regional representative to the National Committee then the delegates from the 
region shall elect its regional representative, provided there are at least five delegates 
present. Each Region's delegates may elect their representative in whatever manner they 
choose, provided all delegates present from that region are given equal voice in the 
selection.” 

 

If your region is large enough to have more than one LNC alternate, your region should also 

agree to and document a ranking of those alternates or some clear procedure whereby the LNC 

Secretary can determine the ranking.  The ranking is relevant for application of Bylaw Article 13 

which states: 

 

“Boards and committees may transact business by electronic mail. The chair or secretary 
shall send out electronic mail ballots on any question submitted by the chair or 
cosponsored by at least 1/5 of the members of the board or committee. The period for 
voting on a question shall remain open for ten days, unless all members have cast votes, 
or have stated an intention to abstain or be absent during the voting period, by electronic 
mail to the entire board or committee. Votes from alternates will be counted, in 
accordance with previously defined ranked order, in the absence of the corresponding 
committee member(s). The outcome of each motion shall be announced promptly and 
recorded in the minutes of the next meeting. The number of votes required for passage of 
any motion shall be the same as that required during a meeting. Motions dispensed 
through electronic mail ballots satisfy the requirement of giving previous notice.”  
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Delegate Allocations 
 

The following table lists the number of delegates each affiliate is entitled to at the 2018 

convention (blue column). See Bylaws Articles 10.3 and 10.4 for the allocation methodology. 

 

Use the ‘Percent of Members’ column (yellow) of this table to form representative regions for 

the Libertarian National Committee. One LNC representative is authorized for each 10% of total 

party membership that is contained within the affiliates.  There is an important note at the end of 

this table regarding the nuances of the calculation. 

 

 
    Sustaining Membership  Presidential Vote 

     LNC Region Delegate      

  2018  Members Formation Allocation  Delegates  Johnson Percent Delegates 

   Delegate   As of Percent of Percent of Based on  2016 Of Based on 

State   Allocation   12/31/2017 Members Members Members   Vote 2016 Vote 2016 Vote 

                       

AL   14  212 1.452% 1.445% 11  44,467 0.991% 3 

AK  7  93 0.637% 0.634% 5  18,725 0.417% 2 

AZ  23  321 2.199% 2.188% 16  106,327 2.368% 7 

AR  7  92 0.630% 0.627% 5  29,829 0.664% 2 

CA  109  1,585 10.858% 10.806% 78  478,500 10.659% 31 

CO  34  483 3.309% 3.293% 24  144,121 3.210% 10 

CT  13  167 1.144% 1.139% 9  48,676 1.084% 4 

DE  4  44 0.301% 0.300% 3  14,757 0.329% 1 

DC  4  43 0.295% 0.293% 3  4,906 0.109% 1 

FL  53  798 5.467% 5.440% 39  207,043 4.612% 14 

GA  30  436 2.987% 2.972% 22  125,306 2.791% 8 

HI  5  56 0.384% 0.382% 3  15,954 0.355% 2 

ID  6  66 0.452% 0.450% 4  28,331 0.631% 2 

IL  40  517 3.542% 3.525% 26  209,596 4.669% 14 

IN  29  409 2.802% 2.788% 20  133,993 2.985% 9 

IA  11  140 0.959% 0.954% 7  59,186 1.318% 4 

KS  11  136 0.932% 0.927% 7  55,406 1.234% 4 

KY  11  141 0.966% 0.961% 7  53,752 1.197% 4 

LA  15  246 1.685% 1.677% 12  37,978 0.846% 3 

ME  7  80 0.548% 0.545% 4  38,105 0.849% 3 

MD  21  296 2.028% 2.018% 15  79,605 1.773% 6 

MA  22  251 1.719% 1.711% 13  138,018 3.074% 9 

MI  36  500 3.425% 3.409% 25  172,136 3.834% 11 

MN  19  215 1.473% 1.466% 11  112,972 2.517% 8 

MS  6  98 0.671% 0.668% 5  14,435 0.322% 1 

MO  20  251 1.719% 1.711% 13  97,359 2.169% 7 

MT  7  85 0.582% 0.579% 5  28,037 0.625% 2 

NE  8  95 0.651% 0.648% 5  38,946 0.868% 3 

NV  11  159 1.089% 1.084% 8  37,384 0.833% 3 

NH  11  169 1.158% 1.152% 9  30,777 0.686% 2 

NJ  21  310 2.124% 2.113% 16  72,477 1.614% 5 

NM  12  138 0.945% 0.941% 7  74,541 1.660% 5 

NY  44  649 4.446% 4.425% 32  176,598 3.934% 12 

NC  28  375 2.569% 2.557% 19  130,126 2.899% 9 
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    Sustaining Membership  Presidential Vote 

     LNC Region Delegate      

  2018  Members Formation Allocation  Delegates  Johnson Percent Delegates 

   Delegate   As of Percent of Percent of Based on  2016 Of Based on 

State   Allocation   12/31/2017 Members Members Members   Vote 2016 Vote 2016 Vote 

                       

ND  5  42 0.288% 0.286% 3  21,434 0.477% 2 

OH  41  584 4.001% 3.981% 29  174,498 3.887% 12 

OK  14  146 1.000% 0.995% 8  83,481 1.860% 6 

OR  15  167 1.144% 1.139% 9  94,231 2.099% 6 

PA  39  589 4.035% 4.016% 29   146,715 3.268% 10 

RI  3  33 0.226% 0.225% 2  14,746 0.328% 1 

SC  16  237 1.624% 1.616% 12  49,204 1.096% 4 

SD  4  39 0.267% 0.266% 2  20,850 0.464% 2 

TN  24  375 2.569% 2.557% 19  70,397 1.568% 5 

TX  73  1,098 7.522% 7.486% 54  283,492 6.315% 19 

UT  8  97 0.664% 0.661% 5  39,608 0.882% 3 

VT  3  36 0.247% 0.245% 2  10,078 0.224% 1 

VA  41  659 4.514% 4.493% 33  118,274 2.635% 8 

WA  35  478 3.274% 3.259% 24  160,879 3.584% 11 

WV  5  58 0.397% 0.395% 3  23,004 0.512% 2 

WI  21  272 1.863% 1.854% 14  106,674 2.376% 7 

WY  3  32 0.219% 0.218% 2  13,287 0.296% 1 

OTHER  -----   70 ----- 0.477% -----   ----- ----- ----- 

                     

Total  1,049  14,668 100% 100% 738  4,489,221 100% 311 

               

 
Source for presidential vote totals: 
http://www.fec.gov/pubrec/fe2016/2016presgeresults.pdf 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  You may wonder why there are slight differences in the percentages 

given in the region formation column (in yellow) versus the delegate allocation column right 

beside it.  The numerator for each is the same, the number of sustaining members in that affiliate.  

The difference is in the denominator.   

 

For delegate allocation (and determining which affiliates get to make committee appointments), 

the denominator is the total number of sustaining members, which is 14,668.  For region 

formation, however, the denominator excludes the 70 people in the "OTHER" row who are not 

tied to a particular affiliate, so 14,668 - 70 = 14,598.  If you are checking your potential region 

formation status, either use the yellow percent column above, or if you prefer to add the number 

of members and divide it out yourself remember to use the 14,598 denominator rather than 

14,668.  

 

This design means that the 70 people who reside out of the country or don't have addresses on 

file don't dilute the ability of the state affiliates to form a theoretical 10 regions of exactly 10% 

each.  In reality, of course, the regions don't have exactly 10%.  They have a little over, and we 

usually end up with fewer than 10 regions. 

 



 

Libertarian Party Region Formation Agreement 
 
The state affiliates of the Libertarian Party listed below hereby form a representative region for the purpose of 

electing the number of members and alternates of the Libertarian National Committee that are allocated by the 

Libertarian Party bylaws to the region based on the number of national party sustaining members associated 

with the region. 

 

To facilitate the gathering of signatures, signatures may appear on separate versions of this agreement.  All 

versions together shall constitute the agreement. 

 

A regional caucus shall be held at each regular national convention.  Each registered National Convention 

delegate of states party to this agreement who are present at the caucus shall have one vote.  If there is more than 

one nominee for any office, voting shall be by ballot. 

 

This agreement shall become effective upon filing with the Secretary of the national Libertarian Party a number 

of versions of this agreement signed by states with enough national party sustaining members to form a 

representative region.  After this agreement has come into effect and before nominations have been opened at 

the regional caucus, a state affiliate may join or withdraw from this agreement with the written consent of a 

majority of the other state affiliates party to this agreement if the bylaws of the national Libertarian party so 

permit.  Once nominations have opened, a state affiliate may join or withdraw from this agreement with the 

written consent of all other state affiliates party to this agreement if the bylaws of the national Libertarian party 

so permit. 

 

The term of office for a regional representative or alternate shall commence at the close of the convention at 

which a representative region may be formed and shall end at the close of the next convention at which a 

representative region may be formed. 

 

Once the elections have been completed, a person elected as a regional representative member or alternate of the 

LNC may be removed from office by: 

1) a vote of the region's registered national convention delegates at a regional caucus, or 

2) the signature of state chairs who are both a) a majority of the state chairs in the region and b) chair states 

which had a majority of the national party sustaining members in the region as determined for the formation of 

this region.   

 

A vacancy may be filled by: 

1) a vote of the region's registered national convention delegates at a regional caucus, or 

2) a majority of the state chairs in the region without regard to the number of sustaining members in each state. 

 

The Libertarian Party of the state of _______________ agrees, in accordance with the terms above to enter into 

a representative region with the Libertarian Parties of the states of _________________, __________________, 

____________________, ____________________, ____________________, ____________________, 

____________________, ____________________, ____________________, ____________________, 

____________________, ____________________, ____________________, ____________________, 

____________________, ____________________, ____________________, and ____________________. 

 

I attest that I am authorized by my state party bylaws to enter into this agreement and contractually bind my 

state party thereby. 

 

Name: __________________________________ Office: _______________________ 

 

Signature: _______________________________ Date: ________________________ 


