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Region 1 O
verview

 and Re-Form
ation 

	The	nine	affiliates	that	com
prise	Region	1	are:	A

laska,	A
rizona,	Colorado,	H

aw
aii,	K

ansas,	M
ontana,	U

tah,	W
ashington,	and	W

yom
ing.	

D
ue	to	the	geographical	nature	of	this	region,	spanning	five	tim

e	zones	and	extending	from
	19	to	71	degrees	north	latitude	(som

e	
3,000	x	3,000	m

iles),	in-person	contact	betw
een	the	Regional	and	A

lternate	Representatives	and	the	individual	affiliates	w
ill	be	

infrequent.		I	attended	the	2017/2018	affiliate	conventions	in	A
laska,	A

rizona,	Colorado,	M
ontana,	U

tah,	W
ashington,	and	W

yom
ing.		

U
nfortunately	K

ansas	had	been	scheduled	on	conflicting	w
eekends	for	both	years.	The	H

aw
aii	convention	w

as	not	realistic	to	attend	
due	to	its	short	length	and	distance/cost.	Regular	contact	is	m

aintained	w
ith	the	affiliates	and	m

em
bers	through	em

ail	(including	a	
new

sletter),	telephone,	a	dedicated	Facebook	discussion	group,	and	inform
ational	w

ebsite.		Plans	w
ere	considered	for	a	regional	

teleconference	to	hear	from
	m

em
bers	(this	did	not	happen	this	term

,	and	I	w
ould	urge	m

y	successor	to	consider).	Further,	I	rem
otely	

attend	as	m
any	Regional	Board	m

eetings	as	I	am
	able.	

I	am
	presently	w

orking	w
ith	the	Regional	states	to	sign	a	re-form

ation	agreem
ent,	and	particularly	to	see	if	it	should	be	m

odified	to	
suit	our	needs	m

ore	efficiently.		N
ew

	M
exico	has	approached	m

e	to	join	Region	1,	and	I	w
ill	be	speaking	w

ith	South	D
akota,	Idaho,	and	

O
regon.	

N
otice	has	been	given	to	Region	1	m

em
bers	that	I	am

	not	re-running	for	this	position	in	favor	of	running	for	Party	Secretary.		Form
er	

Region	1	A
lternate	Steven	N

ielson	resigned,	and	a	m
ajority	of	the	Region	1	Chairs	elected	Craig	Bow

den	as	his	replacem
ent.	
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	N
ational M

em
berships 

	M
arch 2017 N

ational M
em

bership Sum
m

ary 

	
Total	Sustaining	

M
em

bers	

Sustaining	
M
em

bership	
R
ank	

ALASKA 
90	

40	

ARIZO
N

A 
400	

17	

C
O

LO
RAD

O
 

638	
10	

H
AW

AII 
76	

43	

KAN
SAS 

167	
33	

M
O

N
TAN

A 
83	

41	

U
TAH

 
146	

35	

W
ASH

IN
G

TO
N

 
618	

11	

W
YO

M
IN

G
 

37	
51	

 M
arch 2018 N

ational M
em

bership Sum
m

ary 

	
Total	Sustaining	

M
em

bers	

Sustaining	
M
em

bership	
R
ank	

ALASKA 
92	

39	

ARIZO
N

A 
325	

16	

C
O

LO
RAD

O
 

469	
11	

H
AW

AII 
54	

44	

KAN
SAS 

132	
34	

M
O

N
TAN

A 
78	

41	

U
TAH

 
100	

37	

W
ASH

IN
G

TO
N

 
507	

10	

W
YO

M
IN

G
 

37	
48	

	

Y
EA

R
 

O
V

ER
 

Y
EA

R
 

T
R

EN
D

S 
T

O
 

N
EA

R
EST

 PER
C

EN
T

A
G

E 

A
LA

SK
A
	M

EM
BERSH

IP	U
P	2%

	

A
RIZO

N
A
	M

EM
BERSH

IP	D
O
W
N
	

23%
	

CO
LO

RA
D
O
	M

EM
BERSH

IP	D
O
W
N
	

36%
	

H
A
W
A
II	M

EM
BERSH

IP	D
O
W
N
	40%

	

K
A
N
SA

S	M
EM

BERSH
IP	D

O
W
N
	26%

	

M
O
N
TA

N
A
	M

EM
BERSH

IP	D
O
W
N
	

.06%
	

U
TA

H
	M

EM
BERSH

IP	D
O
W
N
	46%

	

W
A
SH

IN
G
TO

N
	M

EM
BERSH

IP	
D
O
W
N
	22%

	

W
YO

M
IN

G
	M

EM
BERSH

IP	SA
M
E	

	

	
	

		
	



			
13 

	State Party M
em

berships 

States w
ith Partisan Libertarian Registration 

	
Total	

R
egistrations	

R
egistered	
V
oters	

Percentage	
Libertarian	

Change	Since		
12/18	R

eport	

ALASKA
1 

7,350	
531,810	

1.4%
	

N
one	

ARIZO
N

A
2 

5,258	
485,424	

1.08%
	

+.21%
	

C
O

LO
RAD

O
 

46,087	
3,819,423	

1.20%
	

+.01%
	

KAN
SAS 

15,463	
1,776,703	

.87%
	

Sam
e	#

s	

U
TAH

3 
14,080	

1,557,550	
.90%

	
+.02%

	

W
YO

M
IN

G
4 

2,411	
262,406	

.91%
	

+.01%
	

	States w
ithout Partisan Libertarian Registration 

		

	
	

																																																													
1	The	A

K
LP	B

ylaw
s		states	that	a	personal	shall	becom

e	a	m
em

ber	of	the	A
LP	w

hen	the	person	has	becom
e	a	registered	Libertarian	voter	in	the	State	of	A

laska	or	
subm

its	a	m
em

bership	application	to	the	secretary,	and	pays	an	annual	fee	as	enum
erated	in	the	bylaw

s.	
2	Percentage	of	active	registered	voters.	The	A

ZLP	C
onstitution	defines	3	classes	of	m

em
bership:	registered	Libertarians,	county	precinct	com

m
itteem

en,	and	
state	com

m
itteem

en	that	are	all	defined	statutorily.		O
nly	the	com

m
itteem

en	have	voting	rights	at	the	state	convention.	
3	The	LPU

T	C
onstitution	defines	m

em
bership	differently	as	including	dues-payers	and	pledgers	but	not	requiring	partisan	Libertarian	registration.			

4	The	W
Y
LP	B

ylaw
s	provides	for	three	classes	of	voting	m

em
bership:	statutory	com

m
itteem

en,	partisan	Libertarian	candidate	in	the	past	tw
o	years,	or	dues-

paying	registered	voters.	This	m
em

bership	w
as	only	a	handful	at	the	tim

e	of	this	report.			
5	The	LPW

A
	has	about	385	dues-paying	state	party	m

em
bers.	

	
Total	

M
em

bers	
H
ow

	D
eterm

ined	
G
row

th	Since	12/18	
R
eport	

H
AW

AII 
54	

N
at’l	B

SM
	

-.03%
	

M
O

N
TAN

A 
78	

N
at’s	B

SM
	

+7.69%
	

W
ASH

IN
G

TO
N

5 
507	

N
at’l	B

SM
	

-10%
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Ballot Access Requirem
ents and Retention 

A
laska 

In	order	to	be	a	recognized	political	party,	A
laska	requires	that	the	gubernatorial	candidate	receive	at	least	3%

	of	the	total	votes	cast	
or	w

hose	num
ber	of	registered	voters	is	equal	to	at	least	3%

	of	the	total	votes	cast	for	governor.		If	the	race	for	governor	is	not	on	the	
ballot,	the	race	for	U

S	Senator	is	used	to	calculate	the	3%
,	and	if	neither	the	governor	nor	the	U

S	Senate	is	on	the	ballot,	the	race	for	
U
S	Representative	is	used.	

U
S	Senate	candidate	Joe	M

iller	achieved	over	3%
	(he	received	29.39%

)	thereby	securing	continued	ballot	access.	

2018	w
ill	include	ballot	access	races.	

A
rizona 

There	is	no	vote	test	needed.	The	A
ZLP	needs	to	m

aintain	.67%
	of	registered	voters	(partisan)	w

ith	the	num
ber	currently	at		1.08%

.	

Colorado 

There	is	no	vote	test	needed.		The	LPCO
	needs	to	m

aintain	1,000	registered	Libertarians;	the	num
ber	is	presently	w

ell	over	40,000	of	
us.	

H
aw

aii 

The	vote	test	requirem
ent	is	10%

	in	a	statew
ide	race	or	U

S	H
ouse,	or	alternatively,	4%

	of	all	votes	cast	for	state	Senate,	4%
	of	all	votes	

cast	for	State	H
ouse,	or	2%

	of	all	votes	cast	for	state	Senate	and	state	H
ouse	com

bined.		A
dopting	a	strategy	of	attem

pting	the	low
est	

threshold	(4%
	of	votes	cast	in	a	U

S	Senate	races),	the	total	votes	for	the	five	candidates	in	qualifying	races	w
as	8,293	out	of	135,298	

votes	across	eight	races	for	a	percentage	of	6.1,	enough	to	retain	ballot	access	for	an	additional	five	election	cycles,	i.e.	the	next	ten	
years.	

Kansas 

The	vote	test	requirem
ent	is	1%

	of	a	statew
ide	race,	including	the	presidential	race.		The	LPK

S	has	had	access	since	1992,	and	report	
that	betw

een	the	U
S	Senate	and	presidential	races.		This	threshold	has	been	m

et	across	several	races	in	2016	and	w
ill	need	to	be	m

et	
in	2018.	

M
ontana 
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The	vote	test	requirem
ent	averages	out	to	be	2.8%

	w
hich	can	be	m

et	by	any	statew
ide	candidate	in	about	seven	races.		In	this	cycle,	it	

turned	out	to	be	12,542	votes	needed.	Three	statew
ide	candidates	(Rick	Breckenridge-U

S	Representative,	Roger	Roots-Secretary	of	
State,	and	Ted	D

unlap-G
overnor)	m

et	this	burden.		This	w
ill	also	need	to	be	m

et	in	2018.	

U
tah 

The	vote	test	requirem
ent	is	2%

	of	any	statew
ide	race.		This	w

as	m
et	by	gubernatorial	candidate	Brian	K

am
erath	(3.08%

)	and	
A
ttorney	G

eneral	candidate	A
ndrew

	M
cCullough	(6.73%

).	This	w
ill	not	need	to	be	m

et	again	until	2020	(every	four	years).	

W
ashington 

1,000	signatures	need.		The	LPW
A
	w

ill	becom
e	ballot-qualified	party	if	5%

	in	presidential	vote	is	achieved	(w
hich	they	w

ere	robbed	of	
in	2016).	

W
yom

ing 

The	vote	test	requirem
ent	this	race	is	2%

	in	a	U
S	H

ouse	race	w
hich	w

as	m
et	by	U

S	Representative	candidate	Law
rence	Struem

pf	
(3.6%

).		

The	vote	test	is	lim
ited	in	presidential	years	to	just	U

S	H
ouse	w

hich	m
ust	be	achieved	in	order	to	rem

ain	on	the	ballot.		If	10%
	is	

achieved,	prim
ary	status	w

ould	be	retained,	otherw
ise,	nom

inations	by	convention	w
ould	resum

e.		In	m
id-term

	years,	three	offices	
count:	U

S	H
ouse,	G

overnor,	and	Secretary	of	State.	

N
ote on M

ajor/M
inor Party D

esignation 

A
s	per	Richard	W

inger,	there	are	16	tw
o-tier	states	and	the	other	34	states	just	have	one	category	of	qualified	party.		The	tw

o-tier	
states	are	Colorado,	Connecticut,	D

elaw
are,	G

eorgia,	Indiana,	K
ansas,	K

entucky,	M
aryland,	M

ichigan,	N
evada,	N

ew
	M

exico,	O
regon,	

Texas,	V
erm

ont,	W
est	V

irginia,	and	W
yom

ing.	
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State Conventions 

A
laska 

The	2017	Convention	date	took	place	M
ay	6,	2017.		I	w

as	in	attendance.		The	2018	Convention	w
ill	be	on	M

ay	12,	2018.	

A
rizona 

The	2017	Convention	took	place	on	January	21,	2017.		I	w
as	in	attendance.		The	2018	Convention	took	place	on	January	28,	2018,	and	I	

w
as	in	attendance	but	in	the	capacity	of	national	m

em
bership	recruiter.	

Colorado 

The	2017	Convention	took	place	on	M
arch	24-26,	2017.		I	w

as	in	attendance.		The	2018	Convention	took	place	on	M
arch	23-25,	2018,	

and	I	w
as	in	attendance.	

H
aw

aii 

The	2017	Convention	took	place	on	D
ecem

ber	3,	2017.		I	w
as	not	able	to	attend.		They	do	not	have	conventions	in	even-num

bered	
years.	

Kansas 

The	2017	Convention	took	place	on	A
pril	21-23,	2017.	I	w

as	not	able	to	attend.	The	2018	LPK
S	State	Convention	is	slated	to	be	held	

A
pril	20-21	in	O

verland	Park,	K
ansas	and	unfortunately	conflicts	w

ith	this	LN
C	m

eeting.	

M
ontana 

The	2017	Convention	took	place	on	M
arch	11,	2017.		I	w

as	in	attendance.		A
n	additional	Convention	took	place	on	Septem

ber	9,	2017.		
The	2018	Convention	is	scheduled	for	M

ay	19,	2018.	

U
tah 

The	2017	Convention	took	place	A
pril	22-23,	2017.	I	w

as	not	able	to	attend	as	I	w
as	in	W

ashington.	The	next	convention	took	place	
A
pril	14,	2018,	and	I	w

as	in	attendance.	
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 W
ashington 

The	2017	Convention	w
as	first	set	for	A

pril	21-23,	2017	but	did	not	achieve	quorum
.		I	w

as	in	attendance.		The	Convention	successfully	
re-convened	on	July	8,	2017.		The	2018	Convention	took	place	February	16-18,	2018,	and	I	w

as	in	attendance	in	the	capacity	of	national	
m
em

bership	recruiter.	

W
yom

ing 

The	Convention	took	place	Septem
ber	23,	2017.		I	w

as	in	attendance.		Their	2018	nom
inating	Convention	took	place	M

arch	31,	2018.		I	
w
as	not	able	to	attend.	

M
em

bership G
row

th 
	I	have	been	prom

oting	N
ational	m

em
berships	at	the	state	conventions	w

ith	great	success.	
	Region Re-Form

ation 
	Per	LP	Bylaw

s,	A
rticle	7,	Section	2(c):	

	A
ny	affiliate	party	w

ith	10%
	or	m

ore	of	the	total	national	party	sustaining	m
em

bership	w
ithin	affiliate	parties	(as	determ

ined	for	
delegate	allocation)	shall	be	entitled	to	one	N

ational	Com
m
ittee	representative	and	one	alternate	for	each	10%

	of	national	sustaining	
m
em

bership.	A
ffiliate	parties	m

ay,	by	m
utual	consent,	band	together	to	form

	"representative	regions,"	and	each	such	"region"	w
ith	an	

aggregate	national	party	sustaining	m
em

bership	of	10%
	or	m

ore	shall	be	entitled	to	one	N
ational	Com

m
ittee	representative	and	one	

alternate	for	each	10%
	of	national	party	sustaining	m

em
bership.	"Representative	regions"	m

ay	be	form
ed	or	dissolved	once	every	tw

o	
years	during	a	period	beginning	90	days	before	the	beginning	of	and	ending	on	the	second	day	of	the	N

ational	Convention,	and	notice	
of	new

	form
ations	or	dissolutions	m

ust	be	given	in	w
riting	to	the	national	Secretary	prior	to	the	close	of	the	Convention	at	w

hich	they	
take	place.	
	The	present	m

ake-up	of	Region	1	has	1740	BSM
	m

em
bers	w

hich	is	12%
	of	the	national	total.	
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	If	the	Region	stays	the	sam
e,	the	entitlem

ent	to	LN
C	representation	w

ill	rem
ain	the	sam

e.		I	am
	w

orking	on	a	m
ore	specific	regional	

agreem
ent	to	present	to	the	State	Chairs.		N

ew
	M

exico	has	asked	to	join	Region	1,	w
ith	O

regon	and	South	D
akota	also	show

ing	
potential	interest.	
	O

ther 
	G
oogle	alerts	have	been	set	up	in	order	to	m

onitor	the	W
eb	for	new

s	and	inform
ation	about	each	affiliate	and	key	candidates	(w

hen	
appropriate)	in	Region	1	as	w

ell	as	a	feed	to	m
onitor	the	regional	Facebook	content.	

	I	confer	regularly	w
ith	the	Chairs	on	Regional	issues	and	send	suggestions	and	interact	regularly	w

ith	the	m
em

bership.			
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Alaska Libertarian Party 

	

State O
rganization 

Party Leadership Structure – Staggered Term
s 

ELEC
T

ED
 PO

SIT
IO

N
S 

Chair:		Jon	W
atts,	jon.w

atts@
alaskan.com

	
V
ice	Chair:		Randy	Stevens,	randyw

ild@
gci.net	

Treasurer:		V
acant/Cean	Stevens,	m

erm
aidcean@

yahoo.com
	

Secretary:		Cean	Stevens,	m
erm

aidcean@
yahoo.com

	
M
em

bership:	Stephanie	Shaeffer,	k9endeavors@
gm

ail.com
	

Com
m
unications:	Joel	H

adley,	joelhadley@
hotm

ail.com
	

	W
ebsite:	http://w

w
.alaskalp.org		

	

O
ffice Space 
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N
one.	

Paid Staff/Contractors 

N
one	at	this	tim

e.	

At a G
lance Statistics 

N
um

ber	of	Libertarians	
7,350.	

This	
represents	

1.4%
	
of	

the	
registered	

voters	
(531,810).	

	
This	

is	
num

erically	
a	

2.9%
	

decrease	since	m
y	last	report.	

M
ethod	of	M

em
bership	D

eterm
ination	

The	
A
K
LP	

Constitution	
defines	

m
em

bers	
as	

registered	Libertarians	voters	w
ho	pay	dues.	That	

num
ber	is	presently		under	50.		There	is	an	

am
biguity	in	the	Constitution	that	w

as	brought	
up	to	Chair	W

atts	for	possible	correction	as	the	
w
ay	it	currently	reads,	one	interpretation	could	

allow
	m

em
bers	of	other	parties	could	pay	dues	

and	be	m
em

bers	and	all	registered	Libertarians	
(w

hether	they	pay	or	dues	or	not)	could	be	
m
em

bers.	

P
artisan	R

egistration?	
Yes.	

B
allot	A

ccess	Status/R
equirem

ent/R
etention	

The	A
K
LP	has	ballot	access.	

A
ccess	

is	
obtained	

through	
nom

ination	
from

	
state-recognized	political	party. 6		

2016	U
S	Senate	candidate	Joe	M

iller	received	
																																																													
6	A

	recognized	political	party	in	A
laska	is	an	organized	group	of	voters	w

hose	candidate	for	governor	received	at	least	3%
	of	the	total	votes	cast	in	the	preceding	

general	election	or	w
hose	num

ber	of	registered	voters	is	equal	to	at	least	3%
	of	the	total	votes	cast	for	governor.	In	non-gubernatorial	years,	the	U

S	Senate	(and	
then	the	U

S	H
ouse	of	R

epresentatives)	race	is	used.	
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29.39%
	of	the	vote.	

2018	is	a	ballot	access	year	so	the	affiliate	w
ill	

need	to	have	a	governor	candidate	to	m
aintain.	

M
ethod	of	D

eterm
ining	Candidates	

A
t	convention	or	com

m
ittee	vote	as	per	2017	

Bylaw
s.		I	spoke	w

ith	Chair	W
atts	about	the	

im
portance	of	follow

ing	these	procedures	so	that	
no	challenge	can	be	m

ade	to	their	candidates.	

N
um

ber	of	Candidates	2016/2018	
3	/	5	(anticipated)	for	state	offices.	

Estim
ated	B

udget	
$5K

	yearly.		A
	Café	Press	account	has	also	been	

opened	
for	

potential	
revenue	

but	
is	

still	
in	

developm
ent.	

W
ebsite	/	Facebook	Current?	

The	w
ebsite	is	fresh	and	professional.	

Facebook	has	4,443	likes	and	is	now
	ranked	at	26	

w
hich	rem

ains	unchanged	since	m
y	last	report.		I	

suggested	that	the	affiliate	m
ight	w

ant	to	look	
into	M

eet-up.	

N
ew

sletter?	
The	last	new

sletter	w
as	sent	2/16.		This	is	a	w

ork	
in	progress.	

D
atabase?	

This	is	an	area	that	they	need	to	w
ork	on	but	they	

are	
relying	

on	
Excel	

spreadsheets	
and	

the	
N
ational	data	dum

p.		I	alerted	Chair	W
atts	to	the	

CRM
	program

.	

B
SM

	M
em

bers	
92.	This	places	A

laska	at	39
th	in	the	affiliate	

rankings	w
hich	is	unchanged	since	m

y	last	report	



			
22 

and	is	up	2%
	over	a	one-year	period.		

	G
overning D

ocum
ents 

PLA
T

FO
R

M
:  

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.alaskalp.org/platform

.htm
l).		A

dopted	M
ay	7,	2016.		The	Platform

	has	been	updated	but	is	not	yet	reflected	
on	the	w

ebsite.		Chair	W
atts	is	looking	into	this.	

BY
LA

W
S: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.alaskalp.org/bylaw

s.htm
l).		A

dopted	2017.	

C
O

N
ST

IT
U

T
IO

N
: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.alaskalp.org/constitution.htm

l).		A
dopted	2017.	

Board M
eetings 

The	current	Board	is	scattered	over	a	large	geographic	area	so	that	m
eetings	are	attended	in	person	in	A

nchorage	by	those	w
ho	can	

and	by	teleconferencing	for	those	w
ho	live	further	aw

ay	using	Zoom
	softw

are.		M
eetings	have	been	quarterly.	

State Convention 

The	2018	Convention	w
ill	take	place	on	M

ay	12,	2018	w
ith	officer	positions	up	for	election.	

N
ational Convention Preparation/Region Re-Form

ation 

LEA
D

ER
SH

IP: 

Party	leadership	m
ay	change	at	the	M

ay	Convention	but	negotiations	for	regional	re-form
ation	w

ill	be	started	w
ith	Chair	W

atts	this	
m
onth.		

D
ELEG

A
T

ES: 
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A
laska	has	seven	delegate	spots	and	expects	to	fill	them

	all	at	their	M
ay	Convention.	

State Level M
em

bership 

The	A
K
LP	Constitution	defines	m

em
bers	as	registered	Libertarians	voters	w

ho	pay	dues.		That	num
ber	is	presently	under	50.		

H
ow

ever	see	above	“at	a	glance”	portion	for	potential	am
biguity.	

Sub-Affiliates 

The	state	is	broken	dow
n	into	burrow

s,	and	the	location	of	new
	

affiliates,	gatherings,	and	candidates	are	a	featured	part	of	the	
new

	w
ebsite.		The	Facebook	page	show

s	the	follow
ing	groups:	

A
LP	Local	A

ffiliate	Support	G
roup,	A

LP	M
atanuska-Suisitna,	A

LP	
Sitka,	A

LP	Interior	A
laska,	A

LP	K
enai,	A

LP	Eagle	River,	A
LP	

K
etchikan.	

		

	

Elections 

Current Election Cycle (2018) 

M
ark	Fish	has	announced	for	State	H

ouse	and	has	a	Facebook	page	(https://w
w
w
.facebook.com

/fishforhouse2018/).			H
e	is	listed	on	

the	N
ational	site.	

	

ELEC
T

ED
 LIBER

T
A

R
IA

N
S: 
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• 
Rick	Robb	(Bethel	M

ayor)	
• 

K
en	Jones	(Cordova	City	Council)	

PR
IM

A
R

IES: 

A
laska	is	a	blanket	prim

ary	state. 7		The	date	of	the	m
id-term

	congressional	prim
ary	is	A

ugust	21,	2018.	
	

																																																													
7	From

	R
ichard	W

inger:	A
	blanket	prim

ary	puts	all	candidates	on	the	sam
e	prim

ary	ballot.		Then	the	top	vote-getter	from
	each	party	goes	to	the	N

ovem
ber	ballot.	

	W
ashington	state	invented	the	blanket	prim

ary	in	1934,	and	used	it	until	it	w
as	declared	unconstitutional	in	2002.		W

ashington	state	voters	liked	the	blanket	
prim

ary.		A
fter	it	w

as	taken	aw
ay	from

	them
	by	the	courts,	that	set	up	a	bad	situation	in	w

hich	the	top-tw
o	got	a	foothold.		W

ashington	voters	passed	the	top-
tw

o	initiative	in	2004,	because	they	resented	that	they	had	lost	their	blanket	prim
ary.	

	C
alifornia	had	a	blanket	prim

ary	in	1998	and	2000.		C
alifornia	voters	had	passed	Prop.	198	for	a	blanket	prim

ary	in	1996.		It	passed	easily.		U
nlike	W

ashington	
State's	blanket	prim

ary,	the	C
alifornia	blanket	prim

ary	did	not	include	independent	candidates.		They	did	not	participate	in	the	blanket	prim
ary	and	petitioned	

for	a	place	on	the	N
ovem

ber	ballot.	
	The	C

alifornia	D
em

,	R
ep,	Libt	and	Peace	&

	Freedom
	Parties	filed	a	law

suit	in	early	1997	to	fight	the	blanket	prim
ary.		W

e	lost	in	U
S	D

istrict	C
ourt	and	in	the	9th	

circuit.		B
ut	w

e	w
on	in	the	U

S	Suprem
e	C

ourt.		The	decision,	C
alif.	D

em
	Party	v	Jones,	w

as	7-2.		Scalia	w
rote	it.		H

e	said	the	freedom
	of	association	part	of	the	

First	A
m
endm

ent	protects	political	parties	from
	having	to	let	m

em
bers	of	other	parties	help	determ

ine	their	nom
inees.		H

is	decision	cam
e	out	in	June	2000.		So	

C
alifornia	sw

itched	starting	in	2002	to	a	sem
i-closed	prim

ary.	
	A
lthough	w

e	w
ere	very	happy	w

ith	this	decision	at	the	tim
e,	in	retrospect	it	has	done	m

ore	harm
	than	good.		B

ecause	of	that	decision,	the	top-tw
o	m

ovem
ent	

began.		A
fter	W

ashington	state	passed	the	initiative	for	top-tw
o	in	2004,	the	U

S	D
istrict	C

ourt	struck	it	dow
n,	and	the	9th	circuit	agreed.		B

ut	then	in	M
arch	2008,	

in	a	decision	by	C
larence	Thom

as,	the	U
S	Suprem

e	C
ourt	said	that	the	top-tw

o	prim
ary	w

as	not	unconstitutional	on	its	face,	at	least	as	to	freedom
	of	association.		

So	then	C
alifornia	top-tw

o	people	saw
	their	chance	and	got	the	C

alifornia	legislature	to	put	it	on	the	ballot	in	June	2010.		That	U
S	Suprem

e	C
ourt	decision	of	

2008	w
as	called	W

ashington	State	G
range	v	W

ashington	State	R
epublican	Party.	

	M
eanw

hile,	A
laska	had	a	blanket	prim

ary,	w
hich	survived,	because	the	parties	in	A

laska	liked	it.		The	law
	perm

its	a	blanket	prim
ary	if	the	parties	agree	to	it.		In	

A
laska,	the	Libertarian,	G

reen,	A
laskan	Independence,	and	D

em
ocratic	Parties	all	liked	it.		B

ut	the	R
epublican	Party	doesn't	like	it.		So	A

laska	has	tw
o	prim

ary	
ballots.		O

ne	has	the	candidates	of	the	D
em

ocratic	Party	and	all	the	qualified	m
inor	parties.		The	other	ballot	just	has	R

epublican	candidates.		The	G
reen	Party	is	

no	longer	qualified	in	A
laska,	so	currently	the	blanket	prim

ary	ballot	just	has	Libertarians,	D
em

ocrats,	and	A
laskan	Independence	Party	m

em
bers.		The	A

laska	LP	
likes	the	blanket	prim

ary	because	(a)	there	are	virtually	never	tw
o	Libertarians	running	against	each	other	for	a	single	nom

ination	so	it	really	doesn't	change	
anything	for	us;	(b)	it	is	easier	to	get	people	to	register	Libertarian	because	they	are	still	free	to	vote	for	D

em
ocrats	in	the	blanket	prim

ary.		W
e	need	lots	of	

registrations	in	A
laska	to	rem

ain	on	the	ballot,	because	w
e	can't	count	on	m

eeting	the	alternate	vote	test.		A
lthough	w

e	did	pass	the	vote	test	in	both	2014	and	
2016.	
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Ballot Access and Party Status 

In	order	to	be	a	recognized	political	party,	A
laska	requires	that	the	gubernatorial	candidate	receive	at	least	3%

	of	the	total	votes	cast	
or	w

hose	num
ber	of	registered	voters	is	equal	to	at	least	3%

	of	the	total	votes	cast	for	governor.		If	the	race	for	governor	is	not	on	the	
ballot,	the	race	for	U

S	Senator	is	used	to	calculate	the	3%
,	and	if	neither	the	governor	nor	the	U

S	Senate	is	on	the	ballot,	the	race	for	
U
S	Representative	is	used. 8	

U
S	Senate	candidate	Joe	M

iller	achieved	over	3%
	(he	received	29.39%

)	thereby	securing	continued	ballot	access.		2018	w
ill	be	a	ballot	

access	race	year	and	thus	there	w
ill	need	to	be	a	gubernatorial	candidate	w

ith	several	qualified	persons	being	interested.	

M
A

JO
R

/M
IN

O
R

 PA
R

T
Y

: 

A
laska	does	not	have	this	distinction	but	has	recognized	political	parties	and	registered	political	groups.	

O
T

H
ER

: 

N
/A
	

Activities 

Focus	is	presently	on	local	affiliate	building	and	candidate	recruiting	and	a	new
	event	series	of	“Fireside	Chats	w

ith	the	Chair”	is	being	
planned.	

Finances &
 Fundraising 

This	has	been	progressing	and	the	affiliate	is	in	healthy	shape.	

M
edia Coverage 

N
one	cam

e	across	m
y	new

sfeed.			

																																																													
8	Per	B

allot	A
ccess	N

ew
s,	the	last	tim

e	a	m
inor	party	or	independent	candidate	w

on	a	C
onstitutional	ballot	access	law

suit	in	A
laska	w

as	in	2016	(H
all	v.	B

ennett:	
3%

	petition	in	special	elections	for	U
.S.	H

ouse	is	too	difficult).	
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O
ther 

A
s	noted	in	m

y	past	reports,	tension	and	rivalries	betw
een	social	conservatives	and	social	liberals	has	been	a	source	of	dissension	

w
ithin	the	affiliate.			They	are	presently	focusing	on	candidate	recruitm

ent.	

A
lso	from

	Ballot	A
ccess	N

ew
s:		

O
n	Septem

ber	19,	2017,	professional	petitioner	D
arryl	Bonner	and	A

laska	Libertarian	activist	Scott	
K
ohlhaas	filed	a	federal	law

suit	against	the	A
laska	law

	that	bans	out-of-state	circulators	for	initiative	
petitions.	Bonner	v	Bahnke,	3:17cv-202.	O

n	O
ctober	20,	the	state	said	it	w

ould	not	attem
pt	to	defend	

the	ban,	and	so	a	stipulated	judgm
ent	and	order	w

as	issued.	O
ut-of-state	circulators	can	now

	circulate	
initiative	petitions	in	A

laska,	and	they	are	perm
itted	to	cross	out	language	on	the	petition	saying	they	

are	A
laska	residents.	

A
laska	never	had	a	ban	on	out-of-state	circulators	for	candidate	petitions.	

W
hat does the affiliate think N

ational should be doing? 

The	N
ational	Party	needs	to	focus	on	credibility	and	decorum

	issues	that	end	up	harm
ing	the	Party.		The	level	of	intelligence	w

ithin	
the	Libertarian	Party	is	very	high,	but	conversely	the	w

isdom
	is	low

.		A
laska	has	been	quite	resolute	in	its	opposition	to	the	actions	of	

V
ice-Chair	A

rvin	V
ohra.	

Statem
ent from

 the Chair 

The	Libertarian	Party	m
ay	very	w

ell	have	the	highest	IQ
	per	m

em
ber	of	all	tim

e.		W
hat	w

e	need	right	now
	how

ever	is	a	great	influx	of	
w
isdom

	–	N
ot	factional	partisanship,	not	ego-centered	pow

er-grabs,	but	the	judgm
ent	to	choose	practical,	unifying,	and	yes,		

som
etim

es	corrective	action	to	negate	influences	that	im
pede	the	com

bined	forw
ard	m

ovem
ent	of	libertarian	principles	A

N
D
	political	

success.		W
ith	all	the	know

ledge	and	reason	at	our	disposal,	w
e	continue	to	have	unw

ise	decisions	that	enable	and	sustain	harm
	to	the	

LP.		This	m
ust	change	at	the	national	convention.		W

e	w
ill	see	you	there.	

~Jon W
atts, Chair 
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Arizona Libertarian Party 
	

	State O
rganization 

Party Leadership Structure
9 

ELEC
T

ED
 PO

SIT
IO

N
S 

Chair:		H
ow

ard	Blitz,	chairm
an@

azlp.org	
1
st	V

ice	Chair:		Jonathan	W
inder	

2
nd	V

ice	Chair:	K
evin	M

cCorm
ick	

Treasurer:		Robert	A
llen	Pepiton	

A
ssistant	Treasurer:	Laila	A

ussie		
Secretary:		Jeff	D

aniels	
A
ssistant	Secretary:	Em

ily	G
oldberg	

	

																																																													
9	The	A

ZLP	board	is	elected	every	2	years	and	w
as	elected	in	2017.	D

ue	to	resignations	during	2017	the	board	filled	positions	according	to	its	B
ylaw

s.	The	
m
em

bers	that	w
ere	placed	by	the	board	w

ere	only	tem
porary	and	the	bylaw

s	required	that	they	hold	an	election	to	fill	those	positions	at	the	2018	convention	
during	w

hich	elections	w
ere	held	for	every	position	expect	for	Treasurer	and	assistant	Treasurer.	The	current	board’s	term

	w
ill	expire	at	the	2019	convention	at	

w
hich	tim

e	a	board	w
ill	be	elected	again	to	tw

o-year	term
s.	our	next	convention	to	be	help	Jan	2019.		
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	W
ebsite:	w

w
w
.azlp.org	

	The	A
ZLP	has	three	statutory	officers	and	four	non-statutory	officers.		There	are	restrictions	on	w

hich	m
em

bers	m
ay	vote	for	the	

statutory	officers	at	Party	elections.	The	affiliate	is	active,	healthy,	and	acts	as	a	leader	and	facilitator	w
ith	county	parties	on	various	

initiatives,	ballot	access	issues,	and	the	like.	

O
ffice Space 

N
o.	

Paid Staff/Contractors 

N
o.	

At a G
lance Statistics 

N
um

ber	of	Libertarians	
5,258.	This	represents	1.08%

	of	the	registered	
voters	(485,424).		The	num

bers	represent	a	.21%
	

increase	since	m
y	last	report.	

M
ethod	of	M

em
bership	D

eterm
ination	

Registered	voters. 10	

P
artisan	R

egistration?	
Yes.	

B
allot	A

ccess	Status/R
equirem

ent	
The	A

ZLP	has	ballot	access.		H
ow

ever,	there	is	
also	a	requirem

ent	on	a	per-county	level	for	ballot	

																																																													
10	The	A

ZLP	Constitution	defines	3	classes	of	m
em

bership:	registered	Libertarians,	county	precinct	com
m
itteem

en,	and	state	
com

m
itteem

en	that	are	all	defined	statutorily.		O
nly	the	com

m
itteem

en	have	voting	rights	at	the	state	convention.	
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access.	

.67%
	of	active	registered	voters		(2/3	of	1%

).	

Currently	has	1.08%
	of	the	registered	voters.	

N
um

ber	of	Candidates	2016/2018	
26	/	Chair	Blitz	did	not	yet	have	an	estim

ated	total	
for	m

e	for	the	2018	races.		6	candidates	are	listed	
on	the	w

ebsite,	and	9	are	listed	on	the	national	
party	w

ebsite.			

Estim
ated	B

udget	
Last	year	w

ent	very	w
ell	w

ith	over	20K
	raised	and	

set	to	do	likew
ise	this	year.	

W
ebsite	/	Facebook	Current?	

W
ebsite	is	m

odern	and	current.	Facebook	page	
likes	are	at	5,912.		This	w

ould	place	A
rizona	about	

17
th	in	the	affiliate	rankings	w

hich	is	up	tw
o	ranks	

since	m
y	last	report.		I	suggested	linking	their	

com
m
unity	group	w

ith	their	Facebook	page.	

N
ew

sletter?	
N
o.	

D
atabase?	

Yes,	N
ationBuilder.	

B
SM

	M
em

bers	
325.	This	places	A

rizona	at	16
th	in	the	affiliate	

rankings	w
hich	is	the	sam

e	as	m
y	last	report	and	

dow
n	23%

	over	a	one-year	period.	

	G
overning D

ocum
ents 

PLA
T

FO
R

M
: 
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O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.azlp.org/arizonaplatform

).	A
dopted	January	21,	2017.	

BY
LA

W
S: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.azlp.org/bylaw

s).	A
m
ended	January	2005.	

C
O

N
ST

IT
U

T
IO

N
: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.azlp.org/constitution).		A

dopted	A
ugust	31,	1999.	

Board M
eetings 

The	Board	now
	m

eets	once	per	m
onth	and	w

ith	som
e	attending	in	person	and	others	attending	electronically.	

State Convention 

The	2017	Convention	took	place	on	January	21,	2017.		I	w
as	in	attendance.		The	2018	Convention	took	place	on	January	28,	2018,	and	I	

w
as	in	attendance	but	in	the	capacity	of	national	m

em
bership	recruiter.	

N
ational Convention Preparation/Region Re-Form

ation 

LEA
D

ER
SH

IP: 

I	have	discussed	w
ith	Chair	Blitz	the	region	re-form

ation	agreem
ent.	

D
ELEG

A
T

ES: 

The	affiliate	has	23	delegate	spots	and	has	filled	them
	all.		They	have	not	yet	been	subm

itted	to	the	Credentials	Com
m
ittee.	

State Level M
em

bership 

The	A
ZLP	Constitution	defines	3	classes	of	m

em
bership:	registered	Libertarians,	County	Precinct	Com

m
itteem

en,	and	State	
Com

m
itteem

en	that	are	all	defined	statutorily.		O
nly	the	Com

m
itteem

en	have	voting	rights	at	the	State	Convention.		

Sub-Affiliates 
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A
rizona	com

prises	15	counties,	and	there	are	eight	county	level	affiliates.		They	are	w
orking	to	add	affiliates	and	recognized	county	

parties	for	A
pache,	Coconino,	G

raham
,	G

reenlee,	La	Paz,	N
avajo,	Santa	Cruz,	and	Yavapai	Counties.		Ballot	access	is	not	granted	on	a	

statew
ide	basis	across	the	board;	individual	counties	also	have	to	m

ake	the	threshold	of	.67%
	of	active	registered	voters	w

ithin	that	
county	in	addition	to	having	an	active	county	party.			

The	m
ost	active	sub-affiliate	is	the	M

aricopa	County	Libertarian	Party	w
hich	m

eets	m
onthly	(https://w

w
w
.lpm

aricopa.org).	60-65%
	of	

the	population	of	A
rizona	resides	in	this	county.	

In	addition	to	M
aricopa	County,	the	A

ZLP	w
ebsite	lists	affiliates	in	the	follow

ing	counties:	Cochise,	G
ila,	M

ohave,	N
avajo,	Pim

a,	Pinal,	
and	Yum

a.			

Elections  

Current Election Cycle (2018) 

6	candidates	are	listed	on	the	w
ebsite,	and	9	are	listed	on	the	national	party	w

ebsite.		The	only	candidates	listed	on	the	A
ZLP	w

ebsite	
as	there	are	m

inim
um

	requirem
ents	for	listing	including	a	m

ulti-page	w
ebsite.		A

ll	of	the	candidates	m
eeting	the	requirem

ents	are	
listed.		
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ELEC
T

ED
 LIBER

T
A

R
IA

N
S: 

• 
Jeff	D

aniels	(re-elected	to	Christopher	K
ohl’s	Fire	D

istrict	Board)	
• 

Ruth	E.	Bennett	(re-elected	to	Continental	Elem
entary	School	D

istrict	Board)	
• 

Levi	Tappan	(elected	to	Page	City	Council)	PRIM
A
RIES:	

The	A
ZLP	has	the	choice	of	a	closed	or	sem

i-closed	prim
ary	and	has	chosen	a	closed	prim

ary. 11	This	prim
ary	w

ill	take	place	A
ugust	30,	

2018.	

																																																													
11	A sem

i-closed prim
ary is one in w

hich registered D
em

ocrats m
ust choose a D

em
ocratic prim

ary ballot, ditto for Republican, but independents can choose 
w

hichever prim
ary ballot they w

ant. In an open prim
ary, each party has its ow

n prim
ary and its ow

n nom
inees, but on prim

ary day any voter can choose any party's 
prim

ary ballot.  G
enerally open prim

ary states' voter registration form
s don't ask about political party choice.  The question is m

issing.  There are 19 open prim
ary 

states.  M
ost southern states are open prim

ary states. 
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Ballot Access and Party Status 

The	first	hurdle	in	A
rizona	ballot	access	is	having	registered	Libertarians	com

prise	.67%
	of	active	registered	voters.		Right	now

,	they	
have	1.08%

	of	the	active	registered	voters.		In	addition,	in	order	to	be	on	the	Prim
ary	ballot	(either	printed	or	added	as	a	w

rite-in),	
candidates	have	to	obtain	a	certain	num

ber	of	signed	N
om

inating	Petitions.	This	is	particularly	critical	as	the	County	Precinct	
Com

m
itteem

en	are	included	that	are	the	pool	from
	w

hich	the	Party	officers	w
ill	be	chosen.		A

n	open	Prim
ary	w

ould	effectively	be	
allow

ing	non-Libertarians	to	chose	the	eventual	Party	officers.		If	the	State	Party	ever	fall	off,	they	m
ust	petition	and	obtain	about	

21,000	valid	signatures	as	any	Party	that	loses	qualification	cannot	get	back	on	via	registrations.		Petitions	are	now
	allow

ed	to	be	
collected	online.	

The	issue	of	the	N
om

inating	Petitions	is	currently	the	subject	of	a	law
suit	as	A

rizona	has	changed	the	requirem
ents	in	a	w

ay	that	is	
calculated	to	deny	access	to	m

inor	parties.		Previously,	the	N
om

inating	Petition	requirem
ent	w

as	.5	%
	of	the	registered	Libertarians	in	

the	candidate’s	district	(or	statew
ide).		H

ow
ever,	the	new

	requirem
ents	cut	the	percentage	in	half	to	.25%

	but	expanded	the	total	pool	
from

	w
hich	the	calculation	is	determ

ined	to	include	both	Libertarians	and	independents/undeclared	w
hich	are	the	m

ost	num
erous	

voting	bloc	in	the	state.		For	exam
ple,	using	2016	statew

ide	figures	(rounded	for	sim
plicity)	of	25,000	Libertarians	and	1,180,000	

“others,”	the	form
er	rule	w

ould	have	required	125	signatures,	w
hile	this	new

	requirem
ent	totals	3,012	signatures.		A

s	a	counter-
exam

ple,	using	the	statew
ide	figures	for	Republicans	of	1,125,000,	and	the	sam

e	num
ber	of		independents/undeclared,	the	form

er	rule	
w
ould	have	required	5,625	signatures,	and	the	new

	one	w
ould	require	5,762	signatures,	a	negligible	difference.		W

ith	this	in	m
ind,	if	a	

candidate	does	not	obtain	the	required	nom
inating	signatures,	they	can	be	put	in	as	a	w

rite-in	candidate	but	still	have	to	m
eet	the	

sam
e	burden	in	w

rite-in	votes	w
hich	puts	the	A

ZLP	in	a	conundrum
	since	their	Prim

ary	is	closed,	yet	the	figures	that	the	w
rite-ins	have	

to	m
eet	include	independents/undeclared.		In	som

e	areas,	it	w
ould	be	m

athem
atically	im

possible	for	the	w
rite-in	to	obtain	the	

required	num
ber	of	votes	from

	the	pool	of	registered	Libertarians.			

The	A
ZLP	has	lost	this	case	in	the	U

S	D
istrict	Court	and	an	appellate	brief	has	been	filed	w

ith	the	9
th	Circuit.		Form

er	Chair	Buttrick	did	
not	believe	that	any	decision	w

ill	com
e	dow

n	in	tim
e	to	possible	help	the	2018	candidates	in	their	petitioning	requirem

ents.			

Ballot	A
ccess	N

ew
s	reported	thusly:	O

n	July	10,	U
.S.	D

istrict	Court	Judge	D
avid	G

.	Cam
pbell,	a	Bush	Jr.	appointee,	upheld	the	2015	

A
rizona	law

	that	sharply	increased	the	num
ber	of	signatures	a	m

em
ber	of	an	established	sm

all	qualified	party	needs	to	get	on	his	or	
her	ow

n	party’s	prim
ary	ballot.	A

rizona	Libertarian	Party	v	Reagan,	cv-16-1019.	The	decision	is	30	pages.	The	new
	law

	also	sharply	
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increased	the	num
ber	of	w

rite-in	votes	needed	for	a	m
em

ber	of	a	m
inor	party	to	be	considered	nom

inated	(assum
ing	he	or	she	gets	

the	m
ost	votes	of	anyone	seeking	that	nom

ination).	

The	2015	law
,	passed	by	the	m

ajority	Republicans	in	the	legislature,	seem
ed	aim

ed	at	stopping	Libertarians,	and	only	Libertarians,	
from

	running	for	partisan	office.	It	did	not	injure	the	ballot-qualified	G
reen	Party,	and	m

ade	only	slight	changes	for	D
em

ocrats	and	
Republicans.	W

hereas	the	old	law
	set	the	num

ber	of	signatures	to	get	on	a	party	prim
ary	ballot	as	a	percentage	of	the	party’s	num

ber	
of	registered	voters,	the	new

	law
	says	the	num

ber	of	signatures	is	a	percentage	of	all	the	registered	voters.	H
ow

ever,	not	all	registered	
voters	can	sign.	A

	Libertarian	prim
ary	petition	can	be	signed	by	registered	voters	w

ho	are	not	D
em

ocrats	or	Republicans.	

The	G
reen	Party	w

as	not	injured	by	the	2015	law
	because	it	is	considered	a	“new

”	party,	even	though	it	last	petitioned	for	party	status	
in	2014	(for	the	2016	and	2018	elections),	and	m

em
bers	of	new

	parties	only	need	a	tiny	num
ber	of	signatures	to	get	on	their	party’s	

prim
ary	ballot,	and	only	need	one	w

rite-in	to	get	a	nom
ination	by	w

rite-in.	The	decision	says	the	law
	is	not	discrim

inatory,	relative	to	
Libertarians	and	G

reens,	because	it	w
asn’t	passed	w

ith	discrim
inatory	intent,	and	also	because	the	G

reens	(due	to	their	failure	to	ever	
have	registration	of	at	least	tw

o-thirds	of	1%
)	are	forced	to	do	a	party	petition	every	four	years.	

The	decision	is	based	on	M
unro	v	Socialist	W

orkers	Party,	a	1986	U
.S.	D

istrict	Court	decision	that	upheld	W
ashington	state’s	old	ballot	

access	law
.	That	old	law

	said	a	m
inor	party	or	independent	candidate	could	not	appear	on	the	N

ovem
ber	ballot	unless	he	or	she	got	

1%
	in	the	Septem

ber	blanket	prim
ary	(all	voters	got	the	sam

e	ballot,	and	it	listed	all	candidates	from
	all	parties).	The	A

rizona	decision	
says	that	law

	w
as	also	hard	on	m

inor	party	and	independent	voters,	because	under	the	W
ashington	state	law

,	only	one	of	tw
elve	

m
inor	party	candidates	got	the	1%

,	and	yet	it	w
as	constitutional.	But	the	A

rizona	decision	doesn’t	m
ention	footnote	eleven	of	the	

M
unro	decision,	w

hich	said	that	40	m
inor	party	and	independent	candidates	(out	of	45	w

ho	tried)	successfully	got	on	the	W
ashington	

state	general	election	ballot	for	non-statew
ide	office.	The	reference	to	one	of	tw

elve	only	referred	to	statew
ide	offices.	The	im

pact	of	
the	A

rizona	law
	on	the	2016	Libertarian	cam

paign	w
as	so	severe	that	only	one	Libertarian	for	any	partisan	office	m

anaged	to	appear	
on	the	N

ovem
ber	ballot	(excluding	president,	w

hich	has	nothing	to	do	w
ith	prim

aries).	

The	decision	excludes	som
e	of	the	evidence	subm

itted	by	the	Libertarian	Party,	for	various	procedural	reasons.	It	is	very	likely	that	the	
party	w

ill	appeal	to	the	N
inth	Circuit.	The	m

ajor	flaw
	w

ith	the	decision	is	that	it	requires	Libertarian	candidates,	seeking	their	party’s	
nom

ination,	to	ask	for	signatures	for	independent	voters,	w
hich	violates	the	party’s	associational	rights.	In	response	to	that	point,	the	

A
rizona	decision	says	the	party	should	just	go	out	and	increase	its	registration	(see	pages	21	and	27).	
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U
PD

A
TE:	under	the	logic	of	the	decision,	there	is	no	rational	reason	w

hy	all	voters	shouldn’t	be	allow
ed	to	sign	Libertarian	prim

ary	
petitions.	Yet	the	law

	doesn’t	allow
	D
em

ocrats	or	Republicans	to	sign.	

M
A

JO
R

/M
IN

O
R

 PA
R

T
Y

: 

A
rizona	does	not	have	that	distinction,	but	only	has	“recognized	political	party.”	

O
T

H
ER

: 

N
/A
	

Activities 

The	Facebook	page	lists	an	active	schedule	w
ith	a	m

ix	of	education,	activism
,	and	social	activities.		The	A

ZLP	participates	in	regular	
outreach.	The	A

ZLP	has	also	created	an	attractive	specialized	Facebook	profile	picture	graphic.		D
uring	m

y	term
,	I	have	seen	the	A

ZLP	
rise	exponentially	in	polished	presentation.		There	w

ill	be	a	presence	at	the	state	fair.	

Finances &
 Fundraising 

The	A
ZLP	gets	an	average	of	$1,000	year	from

	a	truly	voluntary	state	incom
e-tax	return	check	off	in	w

hich	taxpayers	can	voluntarily	
fund	a	political	party	that	then	increases	or	reduces	the	am

ount	of	taxes	ow
ed	and	also	conducts	regular	fund-raising	drives.	

M
edia Coverage 

Significant	press	m
entions	include:	

http://w
w
w
.yum

asun.com
/new

s/longtim
e-yum

an-blitz-chosen-to-head-ariz-libertarian-party/article_7df29cf4-1a8b-11e8-bc61-
cf5f5f7a8876.htm

l	

O
ther 

The	affiliate	continues	to	grow
	and	strengthen	at	the	local	levels.	

W
hat does the affiliate think N

ational should be doing? 
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Chair	Blitz	believes	national	should	continue	to	im
prove	on	its	support	of	and	com

m
unications	w

ith	the	state	parties.	

Statem
ent from

 the Chair 

O
ur	new

	board	w
as	elected	January	28,	2018	to	finish	out	the	rem

aining	1	year	left	on	the	term
	of	office	of	m

any	of	the	board	
m
em

bers.	Since	then	our	7-person	board	m
eets	m

onthly	by	phone	conferencing	as	the	seven	of	us	live	in	a	variety	of	different	places	
throughout	the	state	of	A

rizona.	O
ne	board	m

em
ber	is	from

	G
ila	County,	one	from

	M
ohave	County,	one	from

	Yum
a	County,	three	

from
	M

aricopa	County,	and	one	from
	Pim

a	County.	

O
ur	first	challenge	has	been	to	select	23	delegates	to	represent	A

ZLP	at	the	LN
C	convention	in	June	in	N

ew
	O

rleans.	The	body	at	the	
January	28	convention	decided	to	use	the	first	com

e	first	serve	m
ethod	as	a	basis	for	deciding	those	delegates,	w

hich	has	proven	to	be	
a	very	ineffective	m

ethod	since	w
e	now

	have	m
ore	people	w

anting	to	be	delegates	than	slots	available	unlike	in	the	past	w
hen	w

e	did	
not	have	enough	people	w

anting	to	fill	all	of	the	slots.		O
ne	of	the	first	priorities	this	year	is	to	put	a	Bylaw

s	change	in	place	in	m
aking	

delegate	selection	sm
oother	and	m

ore	efficient.	

A
nother	item

	on	our	agenda	this	year	is	to	have	all	of	our	com
m
ittees	operational	and	functional	subm

itting	suggestions	on	not	only	
the	delegate	selection	process	but	also	setting	up	procedures	on	how

	a	county	can	becom
e	organized	and	distributing	them

	to	the	
counties	throughout	A

rizona.	W
e	are	also	looking	into	how

	to	m
ake	the	A

ZLP	w
ebsite	m

ore	available	to	everyone	including	
candidates	and	candidate	listing	so	that	the	public	w

ill	be	aw
are	of	w

ho	is	running	for	w
hich	offices.	This	includes	m

aking	our	bylaw
s	

available	to	the	public.		A
nother	item

	w
e	are	investigating	is	appointing	som

eone	to	be	our	w
ebsite	m

aster	to	keep	the	A
ZLP	w

ebsite	
updated	at	all	tim

es.	

In	sum
m
ary	the	follow

ing	are	the	goals	for	2018	of	the	A
ZLP:	

• 
A
Z	delegate	selection	process	established	

• 
Com

m
ittees	operational	and	functional		

• 
County	O

rganization	protocol	established	
• 

M
ake	w

ebsite	user	friendly	and	inform
ation	available	to	the	public	

• 
Identify	a	w

ebsite	m
aster	
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Big	goals,	but	doable,	especially	w
ith	the	type	of	individuals	on	the	board.		They	are	all	aw

esom
e!!!	

~H
oward B

litz, Chair	
	



			
39 

Libertarian Party of Colorado 

	

State O
rganization 

Party Leadership Structure – Staggered Term
s 

ELEC
T

ED
 PO

SIT
IO

N
S 

Chair:		W
ayne	H

arlos	(chair@
lpcolorado.org)	

V
ice	Chair:		M

arc	M
ontoni		(vicechair@

lpcolorado.org)	
Treasurer:		John	H

jersm
an		(treasurer@

lpcolorado.org)	
Records:		M

ike	Spalding		(recordsdirector@
lpcolorado.org)	

M
em

bership:	M
att	D

iG
iallonardo		(m

em
bershipdirector@

lpcolorado.org)	
Com

m
unications:	Lance	Cayko		(com

m
unicationsdirector@

lpcolorado.org)	
O
utreach:	K

evin	G
ulbranson		(outreachdirector@

lpcolorado.org)	
Regions:	Steve	G

allant			(regionsdirector@
lpcolorado.org)	

Cam
paigns:	Bruce	G

riffith		(cam
paignsdirector@

lpcolorado.org)	
Legislative:	M

ichael	Stapleton		(legistlativedirector@
lpcolorado.org)	

Fundraising:	Roger	Barris	(fundraisingdirector@
lpcolorado.org)	

A
PPO

IN
T

ED
 PO

SIT
IO

N
S 
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D
atabase	M

anager:	D
avid	A

itken	(databasem
anager@

lpcolorado.org)	
Technology	Chair:	Clayton	Casciato	(technologychair@

lpcolorado.org)	
	W
ebsite:		http://w

w
w
.lpcolorado.org/	

O
ffice Space 

N
o.		M

eeting	space	is	provided	m
onthly	by	The	Independence	Institute.	

Paid Staff/Contractors 

N
o.	

At a G
lance Statistics 

N
um

ber	of	Libertarians	
46,087.	This	represents	1.20%

	of	the	registered	
voters	(3,819,423)	and	is	up	.01%

	percentage-w
ise	

from
	the	last	Region	1	report.	

M
ethod	of	M

em
bership	D

eterm
ination	

Registered	voters.	

P
artisan	R

egistration?	
Yes.	

B
allot	A

ccess	Status/R
equirem

ent	
The	LPCO

	has	ballot	access.			

The	
access	

requirem
ent	

is	
1,000	

registered	
Libertarian	voters.	

N
um

ber	of	Candidates	2016/2018	
26	/	36-	they	are	not	all	listed	on	the	national	site.	

Estim
ated	B

udget	
$12K

	yearly	

W
ebsite	/	Facebook	Current?	

Page	
likes	

are	
at	

25,005.	
	
This	

w
ould	

place	
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Colorado	about	4
th	in	the	affiliate	rankings	w

hich	
rem

ains	unchanged	but	closing	in	on	num
ber	3.		

The	
affiliate	

has	
a	

dedicated	
social	

m
edia	

volunteer	team
.		W

ebsite	is	current	and	m
anaged	

by	an	IT	professional.	

N
ew

sletter?	
N
o.	M

ail	blasts	are	sent	regularly.		A
	regular	

new
sletter	is	being	planned	w

ith	the	election	of	a	
M
em

bership	D
irector	and	change	to	the	affiliate	

Bylaw
s.	

D
atabase?	

Yes	through	N
ationBuilder	and	m

anaged	by	an	IT	
professional.	

B
SM

	M
em

bers	
469.		This	places	the	affiliate	at	11

th	in	rankings	
w
hich	is	dow

n	one	rank	since	m
y	last	report	and	

dow
n	36%

	over	a	one-year	period.	

G
overning D

ocum
ents 

PLA
T

FO
R

M
:   

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://	http://w
w
w
.lpcolorado.org/platform

).	A
dopted	M

arch	2017.	The	2018	changes	are	not	yet	reflected.	

BY
LA

W
S: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://	http://w
w
w
.lpcolorado.org/bylaw

s).	A
dopted	M

arch	2017.	The	2018	changes	are	not	yet	reflected.	

C
O

N
ST

IT
U

T
IO

N
: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://	http://w
w
w
.lpcolorado.org/constitution).	A

dopted	M
arch	2017.	The	2018	changes	are	not	yet	reflected.	

	Board M
eetings 
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The	Board	m
eets	m

onthly	at	space	offered	by	The	Independence	Institute.		The	m
eetings	are	open	and	stream

ed	live	for	public	
view

ing.		Board	reports,	em
ails,	and	docum

ents	are	available	online	in	an	effort	to	m
ove	tow

ards	greater	transparency	and	interface	
w
ith	the	m

em
bership.			

State Convention 

The	2018	Convention	took	place	M
arch	23-25,	2018	w

ith	elections	of	nearly	every	Board	m
em

ber	due	to	m
ultiple	resignations.	

N
ational Convention Preparation/Region Re-Form

ation 

LEA
D

ER
SH

IP: 

The	Board	has	staggered	term
s,	and	the	Chair	w

ill	not	change	in	2018.		I	w
ill	be	discussing	re-form

ation	of	Region	1	w
ith	Chair	H

arlos.	

D
ELEG

A
T

ES:   

The	affiliate	has	filled	all	of	its	34	delegate	slots.		These	have	not	yet	been	uploaded	to	the	Credentials	Com
m
ittee.	

State Level M
em

bership 

State	party	m
em

bers	are	the	registered	Libertarians.		There	is	no	separate	m
em

bership	structure.		H
ow

ever	the	Libertarian	
registrations	have	grow

n	at	a	pace	outpacing	both	old	parties.	

Sub-Affiliates 

There	are	64	counties	in	Colorado,	and	a	structure	of	county	affiliates	and	a	“pre-affiliate”	phase	of	developm
ent	group.		The	LPCO

	is	
attem

pting	to	have	developm
ent	groups	in	every	county	that	does	not	have	an	affiliate.		A

ffiliates	are	currently	established	in	
A
rapahoe,	Boulder,	D

elta,	D
ouglas,	and	El	Paso	counties.		There	are	approxim

ately	nine	D
evelopm

ent	G
roups.	Regular	data	dum

ps	
are	provided	to	the	affiliates	and	developm

ent	groups	to	spur	grow
th.	

Elections 

Current Election Cycle (2018) 
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A
	healthy	slate	of	candidates	are	being	ran	in	2018	w

ith	a	m
ixture	of	serious	candidates	and	line-holders.		Chair	H

arlos	is	running	for	a	
non-partisan	Tow

n	Council	position.	

ELEC
T

ED
 LIBER

T
A

R
IA

N
S: 

• 
M
ike	Spalding	(K

en-Caryl	W
ater	and	Sanitation	Board)	

• 
Beau	W

oodcock	(M
iliken	M

ayor)	
• 

D
ylan	Lew

is-Silt	Tow
n	Trustee	

• 
M
ike	Spalding	(K

en-Caryl	W
ater	and	Sanitation	Board)	

PR
IM

A
R

IES: 

W
ith	the	passage	of	Propositions	107	and	108	creating	sem

i-closed	prim
aries,	the	LPCO

,	as	a	m
inor	party,	can	easily	opt	out	though	a	

prim
ary	is	required	w

hen	m
ultiple	candidates	for	a	single	office	have	significant	support	at	convention—

and	in	that	eventuality,	the	
prim

ary	is	June	8,	2018.	

Ballot Access and Party Status 

Ballot	access	is	secured	w
ith	Colorado	having	the	easiest	ballot	access	law

s	in	the	country.	

M
A

JO
R

/M
IN

O
R

 PA
R

T
Y

: 

The	LPCO
	is	a	recognized	m

inor	political	party.		M
ajor	party	recognition	requires	10%

	of	the	vote	in	the	gubernatorial	race.	

O
T

H
ER

: 

From
	Ballot	A

ccess	N
ew

s:		O
n	February	14,	a	U

.S.	D
istrict	Court	issued	a	ruling	in	Sem

ple	v	W
illiam

s,	1:17cv-1007,	a	case	over	the	2016	
law

	change	that	m
ade	it	m

ore	difficult	to	get	constitutional	am
endm

ents	on	the	Colorado	ballot.	The	ruling	m
akes	it	alm

ost	certain	
that	the	restriction	w

ill	be	invalidated.	It	requires	signatures	of	2%
	of	the	registered	voters	in	each	of	Colorado’s	35	State	Senate	

districts.		

The	flaw
	in	the	restriction	is	that	it	requires	2%

	of	the	registered	voters,	instead	of	som
e	percentage	of	the	population	of	each	district,	

or	instead	of	a	flat	num
ber	in	each	district.	The	ruling	says	that	because	som

e	districts	contain	approxim
ately	50%

	m
ore	registered	

voters	than	other	districts,	the	law
	violates	“one	person,	one	vote.”	
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A
dditionally,	the	LPCO

	lost	a	Colorado	Suprem
e	Court	case	seeking	fees	in	an	election	access	claim

	joined	w
ith	a	civil	rights	claim

.		
This	case	is	being	appealed	to	the	U

nited	States	Suprem
e	Court	w

ith	the	national	party	filing	a	supporting	brief.	

Activities 

Regular	O
p-Eds	are	being	subm

itted	by	the	M
edia	A

ction	Com
m
ittee	led	by	Jay	Stooksberry.			There	is	regular	w

ell-staffed	and	
attended	O

utreach	events.		A
	tax	day	protest	w

as	led	by	the	D
ouglas	County	affiliate.	

Finances &
 Fundraising 

The	LPCO
	w

as	w
ithout	an	active	Fundraising	D

irector	for	a	lengthy	period	of	tim
e	(years)	and	is	attem

pting	to	fire	back	up	an	active	
donor	solicitation	program

.		

M
edia Coverage 

Significant	m
edia	coverage	included:	

http://w
w
w
.w

estw
ord.com

/new
s/44aw

aii-ban-in-denver-ripped-by-libertarian-party-of-colorado-9908252	

O
ther 

The	LPCO
	is	supporting	a	m

ajor	tax	reform
	initiative.	

W
hat D

oes the Affiliate Think N
ational Should be D

oing? 

Leaders	in	the	LN
C	need	to	stop	sabotaging	affiliate	parties	w

ith	reckless	“shock	and	aw
e”	statem

ents.	

Statem
ent from

 the Chair 

Colorado	has	had	a	bit	of	a	slow
dow

n	in	activity	since	w
e	are	into	the	Fall	and	holiday	season,	but	w

e	have	built	good	m
om

entum
	for	

the	upcom
ing	year.		
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W
e	had	a	great	year	that	closed	w

ith	a	great	Convention.	W
e	have	m

any	new
	board	m

em
bers	including	the	election	of	M

arc	M
ontoni,	

form
ally	of	V

irginia,	Roger	Barris,	w
ho	just	returned	from

	England,	Bruce	G
riffith,	Lance	Cayko,	and	M

att	D
igi.	

This	is	a	pow
erhouse	group	and	I	expect	a	fantastic	year.	

Cheers	to	all.	

~W
ayne H

arlos, Chair  
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Libertarian Party of H
aw

aii 

	

State O
rganization 

Party Leadership Structure 
ELEC

T
ED

 PO
SIT

IO
N

S 

Chair:	Tracy	Ryan,	tracyar@
haw

aiiantel.net	
V
ice	Chair	and	Big	Island	Chair:	G

regory	A
rianoff,	info@

arianoff.us	
Treasurer:	Pat	Brock,	TBD

	
Secretary:		Joe	K

ent,	joe_kent@
hotm

ail.com
	

A
t	Large:	Feena	Bonoan	(M

aui	Chair,	TBD
),	Eric	W

einert	
(ericdrahew

einert@
gm

ail.com
),	A

nthony	H
iga	(O

ahu	Chair,	
46haw

aii46.higa.haw
aii@

gm
ail.com

)	
International	A

m
bassador	of	Liberty	&

	G
oodw

ill:	K
en	Schoolland,	

ken.schoolland@
gm

ail.com
	

	

	



			
47 

W
ebsite:	http://w

w
w
.libertarianpartyofhaw

aii.org	

O
ffice Space 

N
o.	

Paid Staff/Contractors 

N
o.	

At a G
lance Statistics 

N
um

ber	of	Libertarians	
54		(BSM

	m
em

bers).		

M
ethod	of	M

em
bership	D

eterm
ination	

N
ational	M

em
bership	BSM

.	

P
artisan	R

egistration?	
N
o.	

B
allot	A

ccess	Status/R
equirem

ent	
The	LPH

I	has	ballot	access.	

H
aw

aii	has	a	unique	system
.		It	requires	10%

	in	a	
statew

ide	race	or	U
S	H

ouse	or	~	750	signatures	(	
1/10

th	of	1%
	of	the	num

ber	of	registered	voters),	
or	

alternatively,	
if	

the	
Libertarian	

candidates	
bring	in	at	least	4%

	of	all	the	votes	cast	for	state	
Senate,			4%

	for	state	H
ouse,	or	2%

	of	the	votes	
for	

state	
Senate	

and	
state	

H
ouse	

com
bined.		

A
fter	a	party	has	either	m

et	the	vote	test	or	
petitioned	for	three	elections	in	a	row

,	then	they	
are	autom

atically	on	for	the	next	five	elections.	

N
um

ber	of	Candidates	2016/2018	
12	/	the	num

ber	for	2018	cannot	yet	be	estim
ated.	

Estim
ated	B

udget	
$2-3K

	
in	

odd	
years,	

and	
$8-10K

	
(or	

m
ore	

depending	upon	cam
paign	assistance)	in	even	
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years.	

W
ebsite	/	Facebook	Current?	

The	w
ebsite	is	current	and	professionally	done.	

Facebook	page	likes	are	at	5,837.		This	w
ould	

place	H
aw

aii	about	19
th	in	the	affiliate	rankings	

w
hich	is	dow

n	one	place	since	m
y	last	report.		I	

alerted	Chair	Ryan	that	the	frequency	of	postings	
seem

s	to	have	dropped	dow
n	over	m

any	m
onths.		

The	page	dropped	in	the	am
ount	of	likes.	

N
ew

sletter?	
N
o.	

D
atabase?	

Yes,	but	scattered	over	several	locations	and	
form

ats.	

B
SM

	M
em

bers	
54.	This	places	H

aw
aii	at	44

th	in	the	affiliate	
rankings	w

hich		is	a	decrease	in	one	ranking	since	
m
y	last	report	and	dow

n	40%
	over	a	one-year	

period.	

G
overning D

ocum
ents 

PLA
T

FO
R

M
: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.libertarianpartyofhaw

aii.org/platform
).		A

dopted	2015.	

BY
LA

W
S: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.libertarianpartyofhaw

aii.org/by-law
s).		A

dopted	2015.	

C
O

N
ST

IT
U

T
IO

N
: 

N
one.	
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Board M
eetings 

The	geography	of	an	island	state	m
akes	travel	for	in-person	attendance	difficult.		The	Executive	Com

m
ittee	m

eets	about	6	tim
es	a	

year	w
ith	som

e	m
em

bers	m
eeting	in	person	at	Chair	Ryan’s	hom

e	in	H
onolulu	and	the	rest	appearing	by	Skype.		

State Convention 

The	LPH
I	2017	Convention	took	place	D

ecem
ber	3,	2017	in	several	locations;	it	w

as	not	possible	for	m
e	to	attend	rem

otely.	The	
affiliate	does	not	have	conventions	in	even-num

bered	years.	

N
ational Convention Preparation/Region Re-Form

ation 

LEA
D

ER
SH

IP: 

I	have	been	in	touch	w
ith	Chair	to	begin	the	re-form

ation	of	the	Region	1	w
ith	H

aw
aii.	

D
ELEG

A
T

ES: 

The	delegate	allocation	of	5	has	been	filled	and	reported	to	the	Credentials	Com
m
ittee.	

State Level M
em

bership 

The	
LPH

I	
has	

state	
level	

m
em

bership	
for	

dues-payers	
and	

life	
m
em

bers	
($20/year	

for	
renew

als;		
$25/year	for	new

	m
em

bers,	and	$1,000	for	life	m
em

bers).		There	are	under	100	m
em

bers	com
bined	in	those	categories,	but	they	have	

several	hundred	lapsed	that	get	back	involved	periodically.		In	addition	there	are	54	BSM
	m

em
bers.	

Sub-Affiliates 

The	Libertarian	Party	of	Big	Island	(H
aw

aii	County)	is	an	active	sub-affiliate	that	has	tapered	off	som
ew

hat	but	they	are	w
orking	to	

keep	it	going.		M
aui	County	had	an	active	affiliate,	but	it	fell	apart,	and	they	are	w

orking	on	getting	that	going	again;	they	really	need	
representatives	for	the	M

aui	area.		They	are	striving	to	be	com
petitive	in	H

ilo	(settlem
ent	in	H

aw
aii	County)	and	K

ona	(district	in	
H
aw

aii	County).	
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Elections 

Current Election Cycle (2018) 

The	affiliate	is	recruiting	for	2018	candidates	w
ith	a	focus	on	the	state	legislature.			

PR
IM

A
R

IES: 

H
aw

aii	has	a	m
andatory	open	prim

ary	that	the	LPH
I	m

ust	participate	in	w
hich	w

ill	be	held	on	A
ugust	11,	2018.	

Ballot Access and Party Status 

The	vote	test	requirem
ent	is	10%

	in	a	statew
ide	race	or	U

S	H
ouse,	or	alternatively	,	4%

	of	all	votes	cast	for	state	Senate,	4%
	of	all	

votes	cast	for	State	H
ouse,	or	2%

	of	all	votes	cast	for	state	Senate	and	state	H
ouse	com

bined.		A
dopting	a	strategy	of	attem

pting	the	
low

est	threshold	(4%
	of	votes	cast	in	a	U

S	Senate	races),	the	total	votes	for	the	five	candidates	in	qualifying	races	w
as	8,293	out	of	

135,298	votes	across	eight	races	for	a	percentage	of	6.1,	enough	to	retain	ballot	access	for	an	additional	five	election	cycles,	i.e.	the	
next	ten	years.		The	affiliate,	how

ever,	w
ishes	to	qualify	each	tim

e	as	it	grants	even	greater	credibility	to	the	Party	and	although	ballot	
access	is	secured	they	do	have	to	run	candidates	in	state	elections.	

M
A

JO
R

/M
IN

O
R

 PA
R

T
Y

: 

H
aw

aii	does	not	have	this	distinction	but	rather	sim
ply	has	recognized	political	parties.	

O
T

H
ER

: 

The	H
aw

aii	state	elections	office	has	determ
ined	that	the	Constitution	Party	petition	for	party	status	has	enough	valid	signatures.	

	Activities 

They	do	hold	tw
o	general	m

eetings	per	year	in	different	locations	to	facilitate	attendance.		

Finances &
 Fundraising 

The	affiliate	w
ill	be	w

orking	on	fundraising	for	its	2018	candidates.	
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M
edia Coverage 

N
one	at	this	tim

e.	

O
ther 

H
.B.	N

o.	2739	is	presently	in	com
m
ittee	w

hich	w
ould	provide	a	right-to-die	in	lim

ited	circum
stances.	

W
hat does the affiliate think N

ational should be doing? 

The	LN
C	needs	to	continue	on	its	program

	of	candidate	and	affiliate	support,	and	continue	to	secure	and	m
aintain	our	ballot	access,	

but	should	be	concentrating	on	changing	the	ballot	access	law
s	rather	than	pouring	petition	m

oney	in	year	after	year.		Chair	Ryan	w
as	

very	disappointed	in	the	unprofessional	actions	of	the	V
ice-Chair.	

Statem
ent from

 the Chair 

O
ur	focus	is	on	running	candidates	and	legislative	actions.	

~T
racy R

yan, Chair  
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	Libertarian Party of Kansas 
PLEA

SE	N
O
TE	TH

A
T	CH

A
IR	LO

G
A
N
	H
A
D
	A
	FA

M
ILY	EM

ERG
EN

CY	A
N
D
	W

A
S	N

O
T	A

V
A
ILA

BLE	TO
	G
IV
E	A

N
	U
PD

A
TE	O

R	
CO

N
FEREN

CE	W
ITH

	TH
E	REG

IO
N
A
L	REPRESEN

TA
TIV

E	SO
	TH

IS	IS	IN
FO

RM
A
TIO

N
	IS	N

O
T	CO

M
PLETE	

	

State O
rganization – Staggered Term

s 

Party Leadership Structure 
ELEC

T
ED

 PO
SIT

IO
N

S 

Chair:	K
ris	Logan,	chair@

lpks.org	
V
ice	Chair:	Sharon	D

uBois,	vice-chair@
lpks.org	

Treasurer:	Ric	K
oehn,	treasurer@

lpks.org	
Secretary:		M

ike	K
erner,	secretary@

lpks.org	
1
st	D

istrict	Coordinator:	V
acant		

1
st	D

istrict	D
eputy	Coordinator:	M

ike	W
ilson,	dist1@

lpks.org	
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2
nd	D

istrict	Coordinator:	Rachéll	(Shelly)	Row
and,	dist2@

lpks.org	
2
nd	D

istrict	D
eputy	Coordinator:	V

acant,	dist2@
lpks.org	

3
rd	D

istrict	Coordinator:	Jeff	Caldw
ell,	dist3@

lpks.org	
3
rd		D

istrict	D
eputy	Coordinator:	Brandon	Caldw

ell,	dist3@
lpks.org	

4
th	D

istrict	Coordinator:	Steven	Rosile,	dist4@
lpks.org	

4
th	D

istrict	D
eputy	Coordinators:	M

aria	Church,	dist4@
lpks.org	

	W
ebsite:	http://w

w
w
.lpks.org	

O
ffice Space 

N
o.	

Paid Staff/Contractors 

N
o.	

At a G
lance Statistics 

N
um

ber	of	Libertarians	
A
pproxim

ately	15,463.	This	represents	.87%
	of	

the	registered	voters	(1,776,703).		There	has	not	
been	new

	num
bers	released	by	the	Secretary	of	

State	since	the	last	few
	reports.		

M
ethod	of	M

em
bership	D

eterm
ination	

Registered	voters.	

P
artisan	R

egistration?	
Yes.	

B
allot	A

ccess	Status/R
equirem

ent	
The	LPK

S	has	ballot	access.	

The	access	requirem
ent	is	1%

	of	statew
ide	race	

including	president	(the	Secretary	of	State	has	
ignored	

precedent	
and	

intent	
in	

this	
interpretation).		This	threshold	w

as	m
et	2016	this	
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year	over	several	races	and	w
ill	com

e	up	again	in	
2018.	

N
um

ber	of	Candidates	2016/2018	
14	/	Chair	Logan	w

as	not	available	for	an	update.		
6	are	listed	on	the	affiliate	w

ebsite	but	only		1	is	
listed	on	the	national	w

ebsite.	

Estim
ated	B

udget	
$6K

	yearly	

W
ebsite	/	Facebook	Current?	

W
ebsite	is	current	and	attractive.	Facebook	pages	

likes	are	at	3,412.	This	w
ould	place	it	about	34

th	in	
the	affiliate	rankings	w

hich	is	up	tw
o	since	m

y	last	
report.	

N
ew

sletter?	
N
o.	

D
atabase?	

Yes,	N
ationBuilder.	

B
SM

	M
em

bers	
132.		This	places	K

ansas	at	34
th	in	the	affiliate	

rankings	w
hich	ranking	rem

ains	unchanged	since	
m
y	last	report	and	dow

n	26%
	over	a	one-year	

period.	

G
overning D

ocum
ents 

PLA
T

FO
R

M
: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.lpks.org/platform

).	A
dopted	A

pril	26,	2014.	

BY
LA

W
S: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.lpks.org/party_bylaw

s).		A
dopted	A

pril	30,	2016.	

C
O

N
ST

IT
U

T
IO

N
: 
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O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.lpks.org/party_constitution).	A

dopted	A
pril	30,	2016.	

Board M
eetings 

The	Board	has	quarterly	in-person	m
eetings	and	m

onthly	teleconferences.			

State Convention 

The	2017	Convention	took	place	on	A
pril	21-23,	2017.	I	w

as	not	able	to	attend.	The	2018	LPK
S	State	Convention	is	slated	to	be	held	

A
pril	20-21	in	O

verland	Park,	K
ansas	w

hich	is	the	sam
e	tim

e	as	the	LN
C	m

eeting.	

N
ational Convention Preparation/Region Re-Form

ation 

LEA
D

ER
SH

IP: 

I	w
ill	be	in	touch	w

ith	Chair	Logan	regarding	the	re-form
ation	of	Region	1	w

ith	K
ansas.	

D
ELEG

A
T

ES: 

I	w
ill	find	out	from

	Chair	Logan	if	the	11	delegate	slots	w
ere	filled	at	their	2018	convention.	

State Level M
em

bership 

There	is	no	dues-paying	structure.	The	interest	level	has	stabilized	and	rem
ains	high	w

ith	new
	prospects.		A

	lot	of	new
	persons	are	

attending	the	Ex-Com
m
	m

eetings.	

Sub-Affiliates 

There	are	four	congressional	districts	,	each	of	w
hich	has	executive	com

m
ittees.	There	are	105	counties	in	K

ansas,	w
hich	are	unevenly	

divided	betw
een	the	districts.		The	3

rd	D
istrict	is	very	active	,	and	there	are	about	eight	active	county	groups.	They	are	w

orking	on	
developing	the	Libertarians	of	N

orthern	K
ansas	(LN

K
	pronounced	L-N

eck)	w
hich	is	the	area	that	contains	the	capital	city	so	it	is	

im
portant	they	are	active	there.	
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Elections 

Current Election Cycle (2018) 

Jeff	Caldw
ell	is	seeking	the	nom

ination	for	G
overnor	and	form

er	Chair	Rob	H
odgkinson	for	Secretary	of	State.		Four	other	candidates	

are	listed	on	the	affiliate	w
ebsite	but	Chair	Ryan	w

as	not	available	to	discuss.	

ELEC
T

ED
 LIBER

T
A

R
IA

N
S: 

• 
N
ick	Schlossm

acher	(M
ission	City	Council	W

ard	2)	

PR
IM

A
R

IES: 

There	is	no	Libertarian	prim
ary	unless	they	obtain	m

ajor	party	status,	and	at	that	point,	it	w
ould	be	the	Party’s	choice	to	have	an	open	

or	closed	prim
ary.			

Ballot Access and Party Status 

The	LPK
S	has	had	access	since	1992.	The	access	requirem

ent	is	1%
	of	statew

ide	race	including	president	(the	Secretary	of	State	has	
ignored	precedent	and	intent	in	this	interpretation).		This	threshold	w

as	m
et	in	2016		over	several	races	and	w

ill	com
e	up	again	in	2018.	

In	order	to	obtain	m
ajor	party	status,	the	LPK

S	needs	to	obtain	5%
	in	the	gubernatorial	election.	

M
A

JO
R

/M
IN

O
R

 PA
R

T
Y

: 

M
ajor	party	status	is	achieved	by	obtaining	5%

	vote	in	gubernatorial	race.	

O
T

H
ER

: 

N
othing	else	found	of	note.	
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	Activities 

Chair	Logan	w
as	not	available	for	an	update.	

Finances &
 Fundraising 

A
	fundraising	cam

paign	of		“You	M
ight	be	a	Libertarian	if…

”	is	being	started.		Chair	Logan	w
as	not	available	for	an	update.	

M
edia Coverage 

N
one	at	this	tim

e.	

O
ther 

Chair	Logan	w
as	not	available	for	an	update.	

W
hat does the affiliate think N

ational should be doing? 

Chair	Logan	w
as	not	available	due	to	fam

ily	em
ergency.	

Statem
ent from

 the Chair 

Chair	Logan	w
as	not	available	due	to	fam

ily	em
ergency.	
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M
ontana Libertarian Party 

	

State O
rganization 

Party Leadership Structure 
ELEC

T
ED

 PO
SIT

IO
N

S 

Chair:	Francis	W
endt,	francis.w

endt@
m
tlp.org	

First	V
ice-Chair:	Elinor	Sw

anson,	elinor.sw
anson@

m
tlp.org	

Second	V
ice-Chair:	Sid	D

aoud,	sid.daoud@
m
tlp.org	

Treasurer:	Joe	Leavengood,	joe.leavengood@
m
tlp.org	

A
ssistant	Treasurer:	Rick	Breckenridge,	joe.leavengood@

m
tlp.org	

Secretary:	Cindy	D
yson,	cindy.dyson@

m
tlp.org	

A
ssistant	Secretary:	Conor	Burns,	conor.burns@

m
tlp.org	

	W
ebsite:	http://w

w
w
.m

tlp.org	(new
	w
ebsite	in	developm

ent)	

N
O
TE	TH

A
T	TH

E	REG
IO

N
A
L	CO

N
FEREN

CE	W
A
S	H

A
D
	W

ITH
	FO

RM
ER	CH

A
IR	FU

CCI	
JU

ST	PRIO
R	TO

	H
IS	RESIG

N
A
TIO

N
.	
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O
ffice Space 

N
o.	

Paid Staff/Contractors 

N
o.	

At a G
lance Statistics 

N
um

ber	of	Libertarians	
A
bout	252.	

M
ethod	of	M

em
bership	D

eterm
ination	

N
ational	M

em
bership	BSM

	and	sign-up.		D
ues	

have	been	functionally	elim
inated.		

P
artisan	R

egistration?	
N
o.	

B
allot	A

ccess	Status/R
equirem

ent	
The	vote	test	requirem

ent	averages	out	to	be	
2.8%

	
w
hich	

can	
be	

m
et	

by	
any	

statew
ide	

candidate	in	about	seven	races.		In	this	cycle,	it	
turned	out	to	be	12,542	votes	needed.	Three	
statew

ide	
candidates	

(Rick	
Breckenridge-U

S	
H
ouse	Representative,	Roger	Roots-Secretary	of	

State,	
and	

Ted	
D
unlap-G

overnor)	
m
et	

this	
burden.		They	are	sufficient	candidates	to	m

eet	
this	requirem

ent	in	2018.	

M
ontana	has	m

andatory	open	prim
aries.			

N
um

ber	of	Candidates	2016/2018	
10	/	21	w

hich	are	all	listed	on	the	national	w
ebsite.		

The	affiliate	w
ebsite	needs	to	be	updated	from

	
the	2017	candidates.	
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Estim
ated	B

udget	
$900	

w
ith	

the	
rest	

being	
covered	

by	
in-kind	

contributions.	

W
ebsite	/	Facebook	Current?	

W
ebsite	is	m

odern	and	current	due	to	recent	
efforts.	Facebook	is	presently	at	2,381	likes	and	
ranks	40

th	w
hich	is	up	one	rank	since	m

y	prior	
report.		

N
ew

sletter?	
The	affiliate	is	w

orking	on	instituting	an	em
ail	or	

other	regular	electronic	updates	and	is	exploring	
M
ailChim

p.	

D
atabase?	

Yes	through	m
anual	Excel	Sheets.		The	affiliate	is	

also	one	of	the	test	cases	for	the	CRM
	project.	

B
SM

	M
em

bers	
78.	This	places	M

ontana	at	41
st	in	the	affiliate	

rankings.	This	is	dow
n	one	rank	since	m

y	last	
report	and	.06%

	dow
n	over	a	one-year	period.		

M
ontana	

earned	
a	

per-capita	
Platform

	
Com

m
ittee	seat.	

G
overning D

ocum
ents 

PLA
T

FO
R

M
: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(https://w
w
w
.m

tlp.org/platform
/).	Sam

e	as	N
ational	Party.	

BY
LA

W
S: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(https://w
w
w
.m

tlp.org/s/M
TLP-Bylaw

s-as-A
dopted-9-9-17.pdf).	A

m
ended	M

arch	6,	2018.	

C
O

N
ST

IT
U

T
IO

N
: 

N
ot	applicable.	
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Board M
eetings 

They	are	setting	up	regular	m
eetings	and	have	added	m

e	to	the	attendance	notice	list.		They	can	m
odify	Bylaw

s	at	m
eeting,	and	that	

is	a	current	project.	

State Convention 

The	2017	Convention	w
as	on	M

arch	11,	2017,	and	I	w
as	in	attendance.	This	w

as	their	first	convention	in	about	tw
enty	years	and	by	any	

m
etric	w

as	a	success.		A
bout	50	enthusiastic	m

em
bers	attended	(including	seasoned	and	new

	m
em

bers).		A
n	additional	convention	

w
as	had	on	Septem

ber	9,	2017	and	new
	officers	w

ere	elected.		The	2018	convention	is	scheduled	for	M
ay	19,	2018.	

N
ational Convention Preparation/Region Re-Form

ation 

LEA
D

ER
SH

IP: 

I	am
	speaking	w

ith	new
	Chair	W

endt	about	the	re-form
ation	of	Region	1.	

D
ELEG

A
T

ES: 

D
elegate	selection	w

ill	take	place	at	their	M
ay	convention.		The	affiliate	has	7	slots	and	is	expected	to	fill	them

	all.	

State Level M
em

bership 

The	M
TLP	Bylaw

s	provide	for	free	m
em

berships	to	those	w
ho	certify	in	w

riting	that	they	oppose	the	initiation	of	force	to	achieve	
social	or	political	goals,	dues	are	optional.		There	are	about	250	state	m

em
bers.	

Sub-Affiliates 

Chapters	are	established/starting	in	m
ultiple	counties	as	the	affiliate	is	in	re-building	m

ode,	including	G
allatin	County	(Libertarian	

Party	of	G
allatin	V

alley),	Lake	County	(Lake	County	Libertarian	Party),	M
issoula	County	(M

issoula	County	Libertarian	Party	-	
organizing),	and	Ravalli	County	(Libertarian	Party	of	Ravalli	County	–	becom

ing	inactive	).	Yellow
stone,	Lincoln	(organizing),	and	

Cascade	counties	are	currently	organizing.	Flathead	Libertarians	has	an	active	m
onthly	m

eeting	w
ith	guest	speakers	
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Elections 

Current Election Cycle (2018) 

Elinor	Sw
anson	has	declared	for	the	sole	U

S	H
ouse	seat,	and	Rick	Breckenridge	has	declared	for	the	U

S	Senate	race.	

ELEC
T

ED
 LIBER

T
A

R
IA

N
S: 

• 
N
one.	

PR
IM

A
R

IES: 

M
ontana	has	a	m

andatory	open	prim
ary	on	June	5,	2018	but	the	affiliate	does	not	need	to	participate	as	there	are	no	contested	

nom
inations.		

Ballot Access and Party Status 

The	vote	test	requirem
ent	averages	out	to	be	2.8%

	w
hich	can	be	m

et	by	any	statew
ide	candidate	in	about	seven	races.	In	2016	it	w

as	
m
et	by	three	statew

ide	candidates	(Rick	Breckenridge-U
S	H

ouse	Representative,	Roger	Roots-Secretary	of	State,	and	Ted	D
unlap-

G
overnor).	

M
A

JO
R

/M
IN

O
R

 PA
R

T
Y

: 

M
ontana	does	not	have	that	distinction	but	only	qualified	political	parties.	

O
T

H
ER

: 

The	M
ontana	G

reen	Party	has	regained	its	ballot	access.	

Activities 

N
othing	specifically	scheduled,	and	the	affiliate	just	w

ent	through	a	leadership	change.		The	Flathead	affiliate	is	active	w
ith	events	

such	as	a	presentation	on	jury	nullification:	https://w
w
w
.lp.org/m

ontana-libertarians-prom
ote-sw

eet-justice-event-jury-nullification/	
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	Finances &
 Fundraising 

The	affiliate	is	still	in	re-organization	m
ode	and	is	w

orking	on	a	fundraising	base.		

M
edia Coverage 

	Significant	m
edia	coverage	includes:	

http://w
w
w
.krtv.com

/story/37551545/sen-tester-files-as-candidate-field-m
ay-be-com

plete-for-m
ts-top-2018-race		

http://w
w
w
.ktvh.com

/2018/02/billings-law
yer-enters-m

ontana-u-s-house-race-as-libertarian-candidate	

https://w
w
w
.greatfallstribune.com

/story/new
s/2018/03/05/libertarian-says-hell-enter-m

ontana-u-s-senate-race/396186002/	

O
ther 

	N
othing	at	this	tim

e.	

W
hat does the affiliate think N

ational should be doing? 

The	LN
C	needs	to	be	able	to	guide	affiliates	through	financial	reporting	requirem

ents	w
ith	the	FEC.	

Statem
ent from

 the Chair 
	The	candidate	filing	period	in	M

ontana	ended	on	M
arch	12th,	and	I	am

	happy	to	report	that	the	M
ontana	Libertarian	Party	w

ill	be	
fielding	m

ore	candidates	than	it	has	in	35	years!	Tw
enty-O

ne	Libertarians	are	running	for	office	this	year	in	M
ontana,	including	for	all	

three	statew
ide	and	federal	races.	Eighteen	Libertarians	are	running	for	state	legislature	w

ith	ten	in	tw
o-w

ay	races	(four	vs.	
D
em

ocrats,	six	vs.	Republicans).			

O
n	M

arch	6th,	the	M
ontana	Libertarian	Party	Executive	Board	com

pleted	its	w
ork	on	the	state	party	bylaw

s.	This	project	w
as	

undertaken	at	the	request	of	State	Central	Com
m
ittee	during	the	O

fficers	Convention	in	Septem
ber	2017.	The	Board	is	pleased	w

ith	
the	results	and	believe	the	docum

ent	is	a	significant	im
provem

ent	over	the	prior	version.	
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The	M
TLP’s	State	D

elegate	convention	w
ill	take	place	on	M

ay	19th	in	Butte,	M
T.	Business	w

ill	include:	Electing	delegates	and	
alternates	to	the	national	convention,	am

ending	or	adopting	the	M
TLP	platform

,	and	electing	a	representative	to	the	2020	N
ational	

Platform
	Com

m
ittee.	A

dditional	details,	including	speakers	and	ticket	prices	are	still	to	be	announced.	

~M
ichael F

ucci, F
orm

er Chair  
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Libertarian Party of U
tah 

	

State O
rganization 

Party Leadership Structure (2-year term
s odd-num

bered years) 
ELEC

T
ED

 PO
SIT

IO
N

S 

Chair:		Joseph	Buchm
an,	chair@

libertarianutah.org	
V
ice	Chair:		Barry	Short	

Treasurer:		Shaw
n	Curtis	

Secretary:		Justin	Bake	
	W
ebsite:		http://w

w
w
.libertarianutah.org			

	
	

O
ffice Space 

They	do	not	have	physical	office	space.	

Paid Staff/Contractors 

Scott	Linsley	is	a	volunteer	w
ho	has	been	acting	as	Executive/Com

m
unications	D

irector	but	is	not	paid.		
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	At a G
lance Statistics 

N
um

ber	of	Libertarians	
14,080.	This	represents	.9%

	of	the	registered	
voters	(1,557,550).	This	is	up	.02%

	since	m
y	last	

report.	

M
ethod	of	M

em
bership	D

eterm
ination	

The	LPU
T	Constitution	defines	m

em
bership	as	

including	
dues-payers	

and	
pledgers	

to	
its	

Statem
ent	of	Principles,	but	does	not	require	

partisan	registration.	

P
artisan	R

egistration?	
Yes.	

B
allot	A

ccess	Status/R
equirem

ent	
The	vote	test	requirem

ent	is	2%
	of	any	statew

ide	
race.		This	w

as	m
et	in	2016	by	gubernatorial	

candidate	Brian	K
am

erath	(3.08%
)	and	A

ttorney	
G
eneral	candidate	A

ndrew
	M

cCullough	(6.73%
).		

This	m
ust	be	m

et	every	four	years.		This	w
ill	not	

need	to	be	m
et	again	until	2020.	

N
um

ber	of	Candidates	2016/2018	
11	/	17	(8	are	listed	on	national	site)	

Estim
ated	B

udget	
$10-12K

	per	year	

W
ebsite	/	Facebook	Current?	

W
ebsite	is	m

odern.	Facebook	page	likes	are	at	
2,814.		This	w

ould	place	U
tah	40

th	in	the	affiliate	
rankings,	unchanged	since	m

y	last	report.	

N
ew

sletter?	
They	

are	
experim

enting	
w
ith	

sending	
out	
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postcards.	

D
atabase?	

They	purchased	the	state	database	and	have	that	
archived	into	a	database.	

B
SM

	M
em

bers	
100.	

This	
places	

U
tah	

at	
37

th	
in	

the	
affiliate	

rankings	w
hich	is	dow

n	tw
o	rankings	since	m

y	last	
report	and	is	dow

n	46%
	over	a	one-year	period.	

G
overning D

ocum
ents 

PLA
T

FO
R

M
: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.libertarianutah.org/our-party/platform

/).	N
o	date	listed.		Changes	w

ere	m
ade	at	2018	convention.	

BY
LA

W
S: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.libertarianutah.org/utlp-bylaw

s/).	N
o	date	listed.		Changes	w

ere	m
ade	at	2018	convention.	

C
O

N
ST

IT
U

T
IO

N
: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(http://w
w
w
.libertarianutah.org/constitution/).	A

dopted	M
arch	31,	2012.	

Board M
eetings 

There	are	m
onthly	open	m

eetings.		Chair	Buchm
an	is	w

orking	on	organizing	a	Central	Com
m
ittee	to	m

eet	quarterly.	

State Convention 

The	2018	convention	took	place	A
pril	14,	2018.		I	w

as	in	attendance.	
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	N
ational Convention Preparation/Region Re-Form

ation 

LEA
D

ER
SH

IP: 

I	am
	speaking	w

ith	Chair	Buchm
an	about	regional	re-form

ation.	

D
ELEG

A
T

ES: 

The	affiliate’s	8	delegate	slots	w
ere	filled	at	the	2018	convention.	

State Level M
em

bership 

Yes.	They	have	tw
o	operational	classes	of	m

em
bership:		pledged	(to	their	Statem

ent	of	Principles)	dues-payers;	and	pledgers	only.		
O
nly	pledged	dues-payers	are	eligible	to	vote	in	internal	Party	business	at	their	convention	but	pledged	m

em
bers	can	vote	on	

candidate	selection.		Chair	Buchm
an	w

ill	let	m
e	know

	m
em

bership	num
bers.	

Sub-Affiliates 

There	are	a	few
	active	groups	and	several	County	Chairs		(D

avis,	U
tah,	and	W

eber).		Chair	Buchm
an	also	has	plans	for	a	Southern	U

tah	
m
ulti-county	group.,	and	central	coalition	of	four	counties	(Libertarians	of	Castle	Country)	has	been	form

ed	and	is	being	spearheaded	
by	Barry	H

ess.	
	Elections 

Current Election Cycle (2018) 

These	candidates	w
ere	nom

inated	at	convention:	

U
S	Senate:		Craig	R.	Bow

den						

U
S	H

ouse	of	Representatives:		Jeffrey	W
hipple	(D

istrict	2)				

U
tah	State	Senate:	K

evin	L.	Bryan		(D
istrict	18)				
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U
tah	H

ouse	of	Representatives:	

• 
D
istrict	16:	Brent	Zim

m
erm

an						
• 

D
istrict	19:	Joe	Speciale						

• 
D
istrict	22:	A

m
ber	Christiansen	Beltran						

• 
D
istrict	26:	Jonathan	G

reene						
• 

D
istrict	27:	Joseph	G

eddes	Buchm
an						

• 
D
istrict	35:	Chelsea	Travis				

• 
D
istrict	43:	Shaw

n	Curtis						
• 

D
istrict	46:	Lee	A

nne	W
alker						

• 
D
istrict	68:	D

enyse	H
ousley	Cox						

• 
D
istrict	72:	Barry	Evan	Short						

• 
D
istrict	74:	D

aniel	H
ollow

ay							
• 

D
istrict	75:	M

ichael	A
.	G

ardner						

Tooele	County	Com
m
issioner	A

:	Justin	Bake	

U
tah	County	A

ttorney:	A
ndrew

	M
cCullough	

ELEC
T

ED
 LIBER

T
A

R
IA

N
S: 

• 
A
pollo	Pazell	(Copperton	M

etro	Tow
nship	–	w

on	seat	N
ovem

ber	2017)	

PR
IM

A
R

IES: 

The	LPU
T	does	not	participate	in	the	prim

ary	system
	although	they	could	opt	in,	but	rather	they	nom

inate	through	convention,	and	
prim

aries	only	becom
e	relevant	w

hen	tw
o	candidates	get	35%

	of	the	vote	in	a	party	endorsem
ents	m

eeting.	

Ballot Access and Party Status 

The	vote	test	requirem
ent	is	2%

	of	any	statew
ide	race.		This	w

as	m
et	by	gubernatorial	candidate	Brian	K

am
erath	(3.08%

)	and	
A
ttorney	G

eneral	candidate	A
ndrew

	M
cCullough	(6.73%

).		This	w
ill	not	need	to	be	m

et	again	until	2020.		
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M
A

JO
R

/M
IN

O
R

 PA
R

T
Y

: 

U
tah	does	not	have	these	distinctions	but	rather	has	registered	political	parties	and	qualified	political	parties.	

O
T

H
ER

: 

This	year	w
ill	see	the	LPU

T	facing	not	only	candidates	from
	U

nited	U
tah	and	the	Independent	A

m
erican	Party,	but	also	the	G

reens	
(w

ho	obtained	ballot	access	as	a	party	last	year	from
	signature	gathering),	the	Constitution	Party,	and	som

e	unaffiliated	candidates	
like	Sean	W

halen.	

Activities 

There	w
as	a	2A

	rally	on	the	m
orning	of	the	convention	also	attended	by	Chair	Sarw

ark.	

Finances &
 Fundraising 

In	the	U
tah	state	tax	law

s,	taxpayers	are	offered	the	opportunity	to	have	a	part	of	their	taxes	“refunded”	in	the	form
	of	a	$2	donation	

to	a	political	party	of	their	choice.		The	LPU
T	receives	up	to	$10K

	a	year	through	this	benefit,	but	the	old	parties	receive	a	huge	
w
indfall.		This	public	funding	w

orks	very	m
uch	like	the	Federal	system

	in	that	selecting	this	option	does	not	increase	or	decrease	the	
am

ount	of	taxes	ow
ed.		Chair	Buchm

an	m
entioned	that	in	the	past	they	advertised	that	they	w

ould	refund	this	m
oney	to	anyone	w

ho	
cam

e	by	their	office	and	asked	and	that	this	earned	som
e	m

edia	attention.	For	2017	the	affiliate	received	$5,416.00.		The	2018	
num

bers	are	not	yet	know
n.	

The	affiliate	is	alw
ays	trying	out	new

	and	innovative	fundraising	events	that	at	least	garner	attention	if	not	successful	at	the	original	
goal.	

M
edia Coverage 

M
edia	coverage	includes:	

https://stgeorgeutah.com
/new

s/archive/2018/04/14/jm
r-libertarians-lead-rally-in-cedar-city-in-support-of-second-am

endm
ent-gun-

rights/#
.W

tfgw
tPw

bBJ	
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O
ther 

U
tah	still	has	straight	ticket	voting	w

hich	failed	in	a	repeal	effort	in	2016.		A
	special	session	w

ill	likely	be	called	in	2018	to	consider	
repeal	of	the	.05	BA

C	for	D
U
I.		The	LPU

T	w
ill	be	cooperating	and	assisting	in	the	efforts	by	the	U

tah	Patients	Coalition	to	put	m
edical	

cannabis	legislation	on	the	ballot	via	initiative.	W
atch	for	an	announcem

ent	of	dates	for	signature	gathering.	

W
hat does the affiliate think N

ational should be doing? 

A
	standard	procedure	for	rating	and	vetting	candidates	along	w

ith	an	updated	best	practices	candidate	handbook	w
ould	be	very	

useful.	

Statem
ent from

 the Chair 

Requested.	
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Libertarian Party of W
ashington State 

	

State O
rganization 

Party Leadership Structure – Staggered Term
s 

ELEC
T

ED
 PO

SIT
IO

N
S 

Chair:	Randy	M
cG

lenn,	chair@
lpw

a.org.	
V
ice	Chair:	Tiffany	D

iaz	D
e	Leon,	ladyliberty@

lpw
a.org	

Treasurer:	Charles	Schaefer,	charlesschaefer@
lpw

a.org	
Secretary:		D

aniel	H
odun,	danielhodun@

lpw
a.org	

	The	LPW
A
	also	has	eight	Regional	D

irectors	(Jacob	Lam
ont,	Bryan	Sim

onson,	Bill	Johnson,	Chris	Rholoff,	Josh	Sm
ith,	Sonny	

Patterson,	Rory	Leckland,	and	M
ike	Leim

on.	
	W
ebsite:	w

w
w
.lpw

a.org	-	w
hich	is	undergoing	re-structuring	due	to	security	and	speed	issues	and	so	is	not	up-to-date.	

O
ffice Space 

N
o.	



			
73 

Paid Staff/Contractors 

N
o.	

At a G
lance Statistics 

N
um

ber	of	Libertarians	
507	BSM

	m
em

bers,	and	approxim
ately	300	state	

Party	dues-paying	m
em

bers.		

M
ethod	of	M

em
bership	D

eterm
ination	

N
ational	M

em
bership	BSM

	and	Party	Bylaw
s.	

P
artisan	R

egistration?	
N
o.	

B
allot	A

ccess	Status/R
equirem

ent	
1,000	signatures.		W

ill	becom
e	ballot-qualified	

party	if	5%
	in	presidential	vote	is	achieved.		

N
um

ber	of	Candidates	2016/2018	
13	/16	.	5	listed	on	national	site.	

Estim
ated	B

udget	
$13K

	yearly		

W
ebsite	/	Facebook	Current?	

The	w
ebsite	is	undergoing	re-structuring	due	to	

security	and	speed	issues	and	so	is	not	up-to-
date..	Page	likes	are	at	9,730.		This	w

ould	place	
W
ashington	about	12

th	in	the	affiliate	rankings	
w
hich	is	an	increase	of	one	rank	since	m

y	last	
report.			

N
ew

sletter?	
Yes	this	has	been	started	successfully.	

D
atabase?	

Yes,	CiviCRM
	but	they	are	exploring	other	issues.	

B
SM

	M
em

bers	
507.	This	places	W

ashington	at	10
th	in	the	affiliate	
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rankings	w
hich	is	up	one	rank	since	m

y	last	report	
and	dow

n	10%
	over	a	one-year	period.		The	

affiliate	is	organizing	a	Retention	Com
m
ittee.	

G
overning D

ocum
ents 

PLA
T

FO
R

M
: 

N
one.		H

as	an	“Issues”	section	on	w
ebsite.”	

C
O

N
ST

IT
U

T
IO

N
 &

 BY
LA

W
S: 

O
n	w

ebsite	(https://lpw
a.org/activist-resources/constitution-and-bylaw

s/).		A
dopted	July	8,	2017.	

Board M
eetings 

The	LPW
A
	m

eets	quarterly	in	person	and	m
onthly	via	teleconference.		I	have	asked	to	be	on	this	distribution	list.		

State Convention 

The	2018	Convention	took	place	on	February	16-18,2018,	and	I	w
as	in	attendance	functioning	as	national	m

em
bership	recruiter.		

N
ational Convention Preparation/Region Re-Form

ation 

LEA
D

ER
SH

IP: 

Party	leadership	is	now
	on	tw

o-year	term
s	and	w

ill	not	change	at	the	2018	Convention.		I	am
	speaking	w

ith	Chair	M
cG

lenn	about	
Region	1	re-form

ation.	

D
ELEG

A
T

ES: 

LPW
A
	has	35	delegate	slots	and	has	filled	22	of	them

	w
ith	the	rem

ainder	expected	to	be	filled.		They	do	not	seat	out-of-state	
delegates.	
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State Level M
em

bership 

Yes,	as	defined	by	the	LPW
A
	Bylaw

s.		They	have	about	300	dues-paying	m
em

bers.			

Sub-Affiliates 

	The	LPW
A
	has	eight	regions	(w

ith	regional	directors	m
entioned	

on	site)	and	about	12-15	county	groups,	but	none	of	them
	are	

recognized	and	there	w
as	a	dispute	w

ith	the	county	parties	over	a	
provision	that	w

as	added	to	the	governing	docum
ents	that	

county	affiliates	or	officers	could	not	endorse	non-Libertarian	
candidates.			O

nly	K
ing	County	is	officially	recognized.		

	

Elections 

Current Election Cycle (2018) 

From
	the	national	party	site:	
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For	2018	they	have	likely	candidates	for	all	of	the	Federal	races	and	are	w
orking	on	the	State	races	though	som

e	im
portant	races	m

ay	
be	m

issed.		A
nthony	W

elti’s	race	for	Insurance	Com
m
issioner	w

ill	be	high	profile.	M
att	D

ubin’s	State	H
ouse	race	has	already	raised	

over	$20,000.	

ELEC
T

ED
 LIBER

T
A

R
IA

N
S: 

• 
Barbara	Brenner	(W

hatcom
	County	Council	D

istrict	3	Position	B)	
• 

Robb	G
ibbs	(K

elso	School	D
irector	Position	3)	

• 
D
on		M

yers	(M
oses	Lake	City	Council	M

em
ber	#

3)		
• 

Joshua	Penner	(O
rting	City	Council	Position	5	and	Pierce	County	Charter	Review

	Com
m
ittee,	D

istrict	1,	Position	3)	
• 

Joseph	Cim
aom

o	(Covington	City	Council	Position	4	ELECTED
	2017)	

• 
K
evin	“Isa”	Cline	(Long	Beach	City	Council	Position	4	ELECTED

	2017)	

PR
IM

A
R

IES: 

W
ashington	is	a	“top-tw

o”	state	in	w
hich	only	tw

o	candidates	m
ake	it	out	of	the	prim

aries	onto	the	general	ballot.	

Ballot Access and Party Status 

U
nless	LPW

A
	becom

es	a	m
ajor	party,	they	are	required	to	obtain	1,000	signatures	in	order	to	petition	onto	the	ballot.			

A
s	Richard	W

inger	noted,	W
ashington	should	consider	lobbying	for	a	low

er	threshold	to	becom
e	ballot	qualified	w

hich	is	presently	5%
	

in	the	presidential	race.		The	m
edian	vote	test	of	the	50	states	is	only	2%

.	

M
A

JO
R

/M
IN

O
R

 PA
R

T
Y

: 

In	order	to	obtain	qualified	party	status	and	have	autom
atic	ballot	access	(as	w

ell	as	other	benefits	including	higher	placem
ent	on	

ballots),	the	LPW
A
	m

ust	obtain	5%
	in	the	Presidential	race.		The	W

ashington	Secretary	of	State	does	not	appear	to	use	the	distinction	
of	m

ajor	and	m
inor	party	status	though	that	is	the	com

m
on	parlance.		Ballot	status	w

as	denied	in	2016	by	the	Secretary	of	State	in	a	
shocking	break	w

ith	precedent	by	including	w
rite-in	votes	in	the	total	w

hich	low
ered	Johnson’s	vote	result	to	under	5%

;	how
ever,	the	

w
rite-ins	w

ere	invalid	votes.	
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Activities 

	K
ing	County	is	the	m

ost	active	group	and	has	regular	events.		I	
recom

m
ended	that	the	affiliate	m

ay	w
ish	to	try	M

eet-U
p	in	order	

to	attract	m
ore	attendance.	

Thurston	County	is	also	becom
ing	very	active	but	focusing	on	

activism
	events	instead	of	m

eetings.	

	
	

The	M
adison	Jam

boree	is	planned	for	possibly	A
ugust	2018.	

Jacob	Lam
ont	has	also	been	w

orking	on	opposing	post-Parkland	
gun	controls	m

easures.	

	

 Finances &
 Fundraising 

The	LPW
A
’s	prim

ary	source	of	funding	is	m
em

bership	dues	and	voluntary	donations.		Chair	M
cG

lenn	has	a	capital	grow
th	plan	of	10%

.	

M
edia Coverage 

Significant	m
edia	coverage	included:			

http://w
w
w
.tri-cityherald.com

/new
s/local/article206330769.htm

l	
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O
ther 

The	LPW
A
	does	not	have	any	specific	issues	they	are	focusing	on	as	a	party,	but	housing	has	becom

e	a	critical	issue	for	K
itsap	County	

w
ith	a	lot	of	m

oving	pieces	and	a	grow
ing	hom

elessness	problem
.		Post-Parkland	gun	control	issues	are	now

	also	an	issue.		The	pay-
per-m

ile	gas	tax	(fee)	appears	to	have	been	defeated.	

W
hat does the affiliate think N

ational should be doing? 

Continue	w
ith	our	program

	of	candidate	support	and	developm
ent.	

Statem
ent from

 the Chair 

Requested. 
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W
yom

ing Libertarian Party 

	

State O
rganization 

Party Leadership Structure 
ELEC

T
ED

 PO
SIT

IO
N

S 

Chair:	D
ee	Cozzens,	RCozzens@

aol.com
	

V
ice	Chair/Treasurer:		K

it	Carson,	cspoa@
aol.com

	
Secretary:	Tam

m
y	Poram

bo,	touchdow
ndavis@

yahoo.com
	

Executive	D
irector:	Joe	Poram

bo,	papajoe192@
yahoo.com

	
	W
ebsite:		http://w

yolibertarianparty.com
/	(see	below

)	
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O
ffice Space 

N
o.	

Paid Staff/Contractors 

N
o.	

At a G
lance Statistics 

N
um

ber	of	Libertarians	
2,411	registered	voters	representing	.91%

	of	the	
voters	(262,406)	and	is	up	.01%

	since	m
y	last	

report.	

M
ethod	of	M

em
bership	D

eterm
ination	

D
ues-paying	registered	voters. 12		These	num

ber	
about	20.	

P
artisan	R

egistration?	
Yes.	

B
allot	A

ccess	Status/R
equirem

ent	
The	W

YLP	has	ballot	access	and	earned	m
ajor	

party	status	in	2014	w
hen	K

it	Carson	w
on	over	

10%
	in	the	secretary	of	state	race.	

The	access	requirem
ent	is	2%

	of	statew
ide	race.		

In	presidential	years	this	test	is	lim
ited	to	just	U

S	
H
ouse.		In	m

id-term
	years,	three	offices	count	

tow
ards	

this	
test:	

U
S	

H
ouse,	

governor,	
and	

secretary	of	state.	This	w
as	m

et	by	U
S	H

ouse	
Representative	

candidate	
Law

rence	
Struem

pf	
(3.6%

).		

																																																													
12	The	W

Y
LP	B

ylaw
s	provide	for	three	classes	of	voting	m

em
bership:	statutory	com

m
itteem

en,	partisan	Libertarian	candidate	in	the	past	tw
o	years,	or	dues-

paying	registered	voters.	This	num
ber	is	just	a	handful.	
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	The	affiliate	expects	to	easily	m
eet	the	threshold	

this	year	as	w
ell.	

N
um

ber	of	Candidates	2016/2018	
4	/	5	(anticipated)		2	are	listed	on	national	site.	

Estim
ated	B

udget	
N
one	at	this	tim

e.	There	w
ere	already	som

e	funds	
in	the	account	that	they	are	using	to	rebuild.	

W
ebsite	/	Facebook	Current?	

A
ndy	Burns	has	created	a	new

	w
ebsite	for	the	

affiliate	at	w
y.lp.org	but	they	have	som

e	concerns	
about	

privacy	
and	

security	
and	

are	
exploring	

som
e	other	options.		A

fter	that	exploration	they	
w
ill	m

ake	a	decision—
this	has	been	pending	for	

several	
years.	

	
Facebook	

has	
been	

a	
rocky	

experience	w
ith	trying	to	get	control	of	tw

o	prior	
pages	

for	
the	

affiliate,	
and	

a	
third	

one	
just	

started.		I	advised	them
	to	m

ake	every	attem
pt	to	

have	these	pages	m
erged	as	it	is	difficult	to	get	

traction.		It	does	not	appear	that	they	have	
settled	upon	w

hich	page	they	w
ill	be	using,	and	

this	is	an	issue	that	needs	to	be	addressed.	

N
ew

sletter?	
N
o.	

D
atabase?	

N
o.	

B
SM

	M
em

bers	
37.		This	places	W

yom
ing	at	48

th	in	the	affiliate	
rankings	w

hich	is	up	tw
o	rankings	since	m

y	last	
report	and	flat	over	a	one-year	period.	
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	Board M
eetings 

The	Board	m
eets	regularly	via	conference	call.			

State Convention 

I	attend	the	2017	Convention	and	Board	elections.		Their	2018	nom
inating	convention	w

as	M
arch	31,	2018.	

N
ational Convention Preparation/Region 

LEA
D

ER
SH

IP: 

I	am
	speaking	w

ith	Chair	Cozzens	about	Region	1	re-form
ation.	

D
ELEG

A
T

ES: 

The	affiliate	expects	to	fill	its	3	delegate	slots.	

State Level M
em

bership 

The	W
YLP	Bylaw

s	do	provide	for	dues-paying	state	level	m
em

bership.	They	presently	only	have	about	20	dues-paying	m
em

bers.	The	
Bylaw

s	are	in	a	period	of	review
	and	revision.	

Sub-Affiliates 

There	are	23	counties	in	W
yom

ing	but	the	affiliate	is	having	difficulty	starting	active	county	groups.		O
ne	group	has	successfully	

started	in	N
atrona	County.	

Elections  

Current Election Cycle (2018) 

From
	the	national	site:	
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Larry	Streum
pf	is	likely	to	run	for	G

overnor	w
ith	Richard	Brubaker	to	run	for	U

S	H
ouse.		

ELEC
T

ED
 LIBER

T
A

R
IA

N
S: 

• 
N
one.	

PR
IM

A
R

IES: 

In	W
yom

ing,	parties	that	receive	10%
	in	a	qualifying	race	receive	their	ow

n	prim
ary	w

hile	other	qualified	parties	nom
inate	by	

convention.		This	threshold	w
as	m

et	in	2014	for	Secretary	of	State,	but	w
as	not	m

et	in	2016	so	the	W
YLP	w

ill	be	nom
inating	by	

convention,	w
hich	is	m

ore	econom
ical	to	the	taxpayers	and	didn’t	really	give	the	Party	any	advantage	at	all.			

Ballot Access and Party Status 

The	vote	test	requirem
ent	this	race	is	2%

	in	a	U
S	H

ouse	race	w
hich	w

as	m
et	in	2016	by	U

S	H
ouse	of	Representatives	candidate	

Law
rence	Struem

pf	(3.6%
).			The	affiliate	expects	to	easily	hit	that	threshold	in	2018	w

ith	K
it	Carson’s	Secretary	of	State	race.	

The	vote	test	is	lim
ited	in	presidential	years	to	just	U

S	H
ouse	w

hich	m
ust	be	achieved	in	order	to	rem

ain	on	the	ballot.		If	10%
	is	

achieved,	prim
ary	status	w

ould	be	retained,	otherw
ise,	nom

inations	by	convention	w
ould	resum

e.		In	m
id-term

	years,	three	offices	
count:	U

S	H
ouse,	G

overnor,	and	Secretary	of	State.	

M
A

JO
R

/M
IN

O
R

 PA
R

T
Y

: 

The	W
yom

ing	Secretary	of	State	lists	the	W
YLP	as	a	m

ajor	political	party	but	this	w
ill	change	as	the	Party	did	not	obtain	10%

	for	U
S	

H
ouse,	Secretary	of	State,	or	G

overnor,	w
hich	is	the	required	threshold.	

Activities 

There	is	nothing	currently	planned.	
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Finances &
 Fundraising 

Finances	are	virtually	non-existent,	and	the	W
YLP	is	planning	on	w

ays	to	attract	dues-paying	m
em

bers.		The	affiliate	is	struggling	to	
com

e	back	from
	near-extinction	but	has	a	dedicated	core	and	m

otivated	Executive	D
irector.	

M
edia Coverage 

N
one.	

O
ther 

The	issues	that	are	of	unique	concern	to	the	W
YLP	are	com

m
on	core	and	public	lands	w

ith	the	catch-phrase	“public	lands	in	public	
hands”	being	popular.	

W
hat does the affiliate think N

ational should be doing? 

The	LN
C	needs	to	continue	on	its	program

	of	candidate	and	affiliate	support	and	be	w
illing	to	help	rebuild	struggling	affiliates.		A

pollo	
Pazell	has	been	a	big	help	to	them

.	

Statem
ent from

 the Chair 
	

Requested.	
		


