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Region 5 Representative, Libertarian National Committee

This report will provide information concerning activities of the Libertarian Party state affiliates in Region 5 that have occurred since the previous LNC meeting.  I shall provide an updated report at the meeting in Alexandria should additional information become available.

I am pleased to report that I have been able to represent the LP in various ways since the previous LNC meeting.  For example, I continue to serve at least once a month as a guest on a two-hour political talk show that airs on weekdays on WINA radio (1070 AM/98.9 FM in Charlottesville, Virginia).  In addition, I was interviewed by various media organizations about the Libertarian Party, LP candidates, campus activism, etc., in advance of the November elections.
NOTE:  This report has been amended to include submissions from Drew Bingaman (Pennsylvania chair) and Stewart Flood (South Carolina chair) received after Nov. 24.
Delaware


Sean Goward (sean.goward@yahoo.com) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of Delaware.  He reported the following results from the November elections:
· Scott Gesty doubled the vote count from his last campaign for the House of Representatives District 7.
· Amy Merlino received 12% against the sitting House Majority Leader (in House of Representatives District 15).
· Rob Smouse made major inroads with legacy media contributors in his first campaign (House of Representatives District 20).
· John Machurek received 10% running a meme based campaign pointing out the absurdity of funding a Sheriff’s Office with no law enforcement responsibility. 

· Bill Hinds came just short of breaking 15% (in House of Representatives District 27).
District of Columbia

Joe Bishop-Henchman (jdhenchman@gmail.com) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of the District of Columbia.  He provided the following report:
Ethan Bishop-Henchman, running for council chair received 17,000 votes (8%) and his husband, Joe Bishop-Henchman running for Attorney General received 14,000 votes (6%), keeping the Libertarian Party ballot-qualified through 2020. Their campaigns, which focused on housing, education, and transportation issues, got positive coverage in DCist, the Washington Blade, and Metro Weekly. Over 1,400 DC voters have registered Libertarian, up from 400 in 2014. 
To get involved in upcoming planning meetings, contact DC Party Chair Joe Bishop-Henchman at joe.bishop-henchman@lp.org. 

Maryland


Bob Johnston (bob.johnston@lp.org), chair of the Libertarian Party of Maryland, provided the following report:  
The Maryland Libertarian Party had a rough evening on Election Day. Our overall results were half of what our candidates normally receive. None of our eight federal candidates got as much as 3%, whereas in 2016, half of the federal candidates tallied over 3%, with two over 4%.

The bright spots were Chris Randers-Pehrson, running in the state senate 35th district, receiving 11% in a 3-way race with a Republican and an Independent candidate, Tom Ashwell for Harford County Circuit Court Judge getting 23,307 votes and almost 15%, and Leo Dymowski for Baltimore County Circuit Court Judge with 88,780 votes and 12%.

Our candidate for Governor, Shawn Quinn, received only half the votes he got in 2014, even though he campaigned across the state every weekend for the last 18 months. Since he got less than 1% of the vote, and assuming the Maryland LP has less than 1% of the state’s registered voters on December 31 (currently has 0.5%), the party will lose ballot access on January 1, 2019.

To regain our ballot access, the MDLP is required to collect at least 10,000 valid signatures from registered Maryland voters. However, since the MDLP has over 22,000 registered voters, we will be taking the state to court over the issue of having to petition.

North Carolina


Susan Hogarth (hogarth@gmail.com) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of North Carolina.  I did not receive a report from her.  
Pennsylvania


Drew Bingaman (chair@susquehannavalleylp.org), chair of the Libertarian Party of Pennsylvania, provided the following report:

The LPPA is currently in the waiting period for the official election results.  We are anxiously awaiting this due to our minor party status hanging in the balance.

During the tabulation period we saw a spike in Dale Kerns votes up to over 59000 on the DoS website.  Then a day or two later about 9000 of those votes were removed.  These votes would be enough to maintain our party status.  Without them we will be relegated to political body status.  We are planning to possibly challenge this, depending on the outcome of the official results.  We expect the election to be certified this week.

South Carolina


Stewart Flood (stewart.f.flood.jr@gmail.com), chair of the South Carolina Libertarian Party, provided the following report:
The SCLP had ten candidates on the ballot in November.  Two were county council races — the first in many years.  Everyone seems to want to run for the statehouse, but county races can be far easier to be competitive in.  More than half of our candidates received over ten percent of the vote, with two getting nearly twenty percent.  And while we didn’t win any partisan races, a party member won a non-partisan county school board race!

As far as I can tell, this was first school board race we’ve ever won, and it came as quite a pleasant surprise — mainly because parties are prohibited by state law from being involved in non-partisan races so we had no idea he was making an impression on voters until he won!

We’ve grown another four counties this fall, bringing us to twenty four and within striking distance of the our highest point of twenty seven over twenty years ago.  The state party is growing rapidly, with lots of new activists joining and showing up at meetings.  South Carolinians tend to not join the national party, so our internal growth is not as visible in the numbers you see.  County meetings that used to be either non-existent or had one or two people now have ten or more.  We also already have candidates preparing for 2020, where we hope to do even better than this year.

We are in the process of converting our website to the system managed by national.  The new site is up, but we still have a bit of work learning out to update it.  Hopefully the database will be useful, but we haven’t gotten to that part yet.

Virginia


Bo Brown (bocbrown@yahoo.com) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of Virginia.  I did not receive a report from him.
West Virginia

Luke Brumfield (luke.brumfield@lpwv.org) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of West Virginia.  I did not receive a report from him.
