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Region 5 Representative, Libertarian National Committee

This report will provide information concerning activities of the Libertarian Party state affiliates in Region 5 that have occurred since the previous LNC meeting.  I shall provide an updated report at the meeting in Reno should additional information become available.

I am pleased to report that I have been able to represent the LP in various ways since the previous LNC meeting.  For example, I continue to serve at least once a month as a guest on a two-hour political talk show that airs on weekdays on WINA radio (1070 AM/98.9 FM in Charlottesville, Virginia).  
Delaware


Sean Goward (sean.goward@yahoo.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Delaware, informed me that the 2020 LPD convention will take place on March 14.  
District of Columbia

Joe Bishop-Henchman (jdhenchman@gmail.com) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of the District of Columbia.  I have not received a report from him.
Maryland


Bob Johnston (bob.johnston@lp.org), chair of the Libertarian Party of Maryland, provided the following report:  
The membership of the Maryland Libertarian Party is 96 as of 15 January, 2020.

The US Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals will hear Johnston v Lamone on 29 January. This is the case where the Maryland LP is challenging the constitutionality of the current law, that since the state party has over 22,000 registered voters, the party should not have to collect valid 10,000 signatures from registered Maryland voters to retain ballot access. The US District Court upheld the current law in its decision last July.

A petition drive led by Apollo Pazell will begin in early February. The state party must submit at least 10,000 valid signatures from registered voters in the state by 3 August to be able to place candidates on the November ballot, including the LP presidential nominee. Volunteers are also collecting signature.

The Maryland LP will hold its spring convention on Sunday, 15 March at the Cambria Hotel near BWI Airport in Hanover, MD, from noon until 4 pm. LNC Executive Director Daniel Fishman will be the guest speaker. Delegates to the national convention in Austin, Texas will be selected at the state convention, as well as officers to the state party Executive Board.

Bob Johnston

(443) 310-5373

Bob.Johnston@lp.org
North Carolina


Susan Hogarth (hogarth@gmail.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of North Carolina, provided the following report:    
Outreach:
We had a street canvass featuring several candidates going door to door in Wilmington. 
Political:
Developing legislative agenda and liaison program to work with other issue groups
Planning 10 March healthcare lobby day at state legislature
Candidates:
Filing is complete, with 14 GA candidates, two US House, one US Senate, Governor, and several local candidates. 
Affiliates:
Bringing several counties online or back online and starting up five campus organizations. Several county conventions planned. 
Organizational:
Developing fundraising team
Completing structural reorganization work
Planning for 2020 state Convention is well underway with >60 registrants as of Jan 25.
Susan Hogarth

919-906-2106

Pennsylvania


Steve Scheetz (steve@stevescheetz.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Pennsylvania, provided the following report:
We started this term with 3 counties having board votes.  Over the course of the past 8 months (and a bit of change)  we have increased membership dramatically (127%).  Currently we have 12 county affiliates with board representation.  We have 40 Elected Libertarians added to our list of elected Libertarians from the most recent count.  
Currently, I have been working on the convention.
15 POTUS candidates have stated their intent to be on hand at the LPPA convention.  There will be a candidate forum from 3-5:30, and during that time, candidates have been encouraged to meet the delegates outside of their prepared statements to answer questions.  We will have a token system whereby the top 5 candidates will be on the final stage.
Larry Sharpe will be our moderator, but in addition we will have a panel of Experts to ask questions of the candidates.
Hesham El-Meligy

Jim Bovard (also our Lunch Speaker)

Jim Babb (local Libertarian)
Between now and then, we will be working on the formation of more county committees.  (Wayne County PA is now a recognized affiliate as voted by the board this past in person meeting, this was a direct result of the work Jennifer Moore has been doing as Eastern Vice Chair.)
Tioga County is planning to have an inaugural meeting on 2/17, I intend to be there, though it will be tight because I return from the CA convention at 1AM that morning (in theory  LOL)
There will be something about Northampton if I am able to get the story from them, and I will send you what I am able as soon as I am able.

South Carolina


Sean Thornton (sean.r.thornton@protonmail.com) is the newly-elected chair of the South Carolina Libertarian Party.  I have not received a report from him.
Virginia


Bo Brown (bocbrown@yahoo.com) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of Virginia.  I have not received a report from him.
West Virginia

Dave Valente (davidtvalente@gmail.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of West Virginia, provided the following report:  
	Libertarian Party of West Virginia
	Q1 2020 Report Status 


	October:
	· The Erika Kolenich for Governor Campaign appeared at the Charleston Rod Run and Doo Wop, they received a very positive response from attendees. 

· LPWV Board members David Valente, Karl Kolenich, & Brett Rogers along with Erika Kolenich, candidate for Governor attended Bridge Day. 70,000 people attend Bridge Day and we had several people come over and talk to us and Erika.  

· Had executive board meeting to discuss creating a statewide list of county contacts to build infrastructure. We also discussed plans for the State Convention. 

	November:
	· Created webpage to promote and register for the convention with the assistance of Andy Burns. 

· Created Facebook invite for the State Convention.

· As part of the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment, I am serving on the Board that is coordination the statewide celebration, at our convention in 2020, we will highlight the life of Tonie Nathan. 

	December:
	·  Erika Kolenich for Governor had her campaign kickoff in Beckley

· Board meeting discusses updating the website and plans for the Convention and College outreach. 

· David Moran declares his run for US Congress District 1

· Ended the year with 7210 registered Libertarians, double what we had in 2016. 

	2020 Outreach Planned 
	· Berkeley County Youth Fair

· WV Blueberry Festival

· WV State Fair

· Bridge Day

	State Party Goals
	· Eclipse 8000 registered Libertarians in 2020

· Increase vote share in all races. 

· 55 county points of contact 

	Candidate Recruitment
	We have 5 declared candidates, Erika Kolenich (Governor) David Moran (Congress) Will Hyman (House of Delegates) Mike Lockard (House of Delegates) Rex Starkey (County Commission)

2 Candidates have expressed interest: Delbert Gibson (HoD District 17 or Senate 5) and Roger Pray IUS Congress District 2) 


